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Report of the Meeting of the  
Port Inspection Expert Group for Capacity Building and Assistance (PIEG) 

(Online, 22 February 2024) 

1. Opening of the meeting

The Meeting of the Port Inspection Expert Group for Capacity Building and Assistance (PIEG) held online on 
22 February 2024 was opened by its Chair, Mr. Alexandre Kempff (European Union – European Fisheries 
Control Agency (EU-EFCA)), who welcomed participants and wished the Group fruitful deliberations. The 
ICCAT Secretariat also welcomed and thanked members for their participation and expressed optimism for 
productive conclusions. 

2. Adoption of the Agenda and meeting arrangements

The draft Agenda for the meeting was unanimously adopted by the Group without any comments or 
concerns from members after it had been presented by the Chair item by item and is attached as Appendix 
1. Mr. Frank Eshun (Ghana) was appointed Rapporteur for the Meeting, without objections from
participants. Under item 6 “other matters”, as a follow-up to last year’s Meeting, the Chair indicated his
intention to discuss the issue related to the publication of the ICCAT Manual on Port Inspection.

The List of participants is contained in Appendix 2. 

3. Review of progress since last Meeting

The Chair reminded the Group of the uniqueness of the Meeting highlighting early occurrence (in February 
2024) as opposed to previous years (PIEG Meeting in June 2022 and PIEG Meeting in May 2023) and called 
on participants to report to the Group activities they have done regarding training and capacity building in 
port inspections under the ICCAT scheme. 

The EU-EFCA reported its PIEG-related activities undertaken in the previous year, in particular evaluation 
missions that were undertaken, the training sessions held in Côte d’Ivoire and Nigeria (selection of these 
two CPCs was discussed in the previous PIEG Meetings), which helped to address training needs and 
requests identified during evaluation missions. The two (2) countries were within the first priority CPCs. 
The Group was also informed that the United States could not send a trainer to Nigeria as proposed earlier 
because of logistical reasons. The first training (two full days) which was organized in Côte d’Ivoire 
(Abidjan) in July 2023 was attended by 29 participants from fisheries inspection, customs, port authorities, 
and other maritime agencies. The second training (two days and a half) happened in Nigeria (Lagos) in July 
2023 with 24 participants from various national maritime and security agencies like that of Côte d’Ivoire’s. 
The feedback indicated that participants showed interest and were satisfied with the training but would 
have preferred to have more time dedicated to practical sessions. The Manual that had been printed by the 
ICCAT Secretariat and the presentations that were made by the trainer were given based on the 
Recommendation by ICCAT on port State measures to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing (Rec. 18-09). Finally, the Group was informed there is a need to follow up on the training 
sessions to assess the needs of two additional countries with respect to the new methodology. 

The United States reported that it could not send a trainer to Nigeria for the evaluation training due to Visa 
acquisition issues. The United States indicated its interest in similar future opportunities. There were no 
ICCAT-specific activities undertaken but it has been running similar projects in Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, 
focusing on the Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA) implementation. A similar project was run in 
Southeast Asia with Indonesia, Thailand and Vietnam and some others.  

Canada indicated that it did not organise or contribute in ICCAT training-related activities but had port-
related trainings with Indonesia, Peru and some others. 

Namibia reported on a two-day training session for its inspectors in May 2023 focusing on port inspection 
and risk assessment. Like Canada and the United States, there were no ICCAT-specific trainings held. 
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Panama highlighted that two of its inspectors were sent to a United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO)-funded three-week training on the PSMA implementation held in Vigo (Spain). 
Inspectors had the chance to look at a wide range of scenarios related to their work and to visit the EFCA 
coordination centre. Morocco benefitted from a training organized by the EU-EFCA (December 2023) in the 
framework of the “e-FishMed” Project funded by the EU. The focus was on risk management, and it was very 
useful for participants. 
 
Senegal reported that it benefited from an FAO-funded training on risks and Fisheries Monitoring Centre 
(FMC) operators in July 2023. 
 
The Republic of Guinea indicated that it had support from the FAO for a training on the PSMA 
implementation. The focus was on how to deal with port entry and risks analysis. There was also a practical 
experience in port inspections. The involvement of port and other maritime authorities was to improve 
collaboration among these state agencies. In all, 15 agents were trained. It also reported that with the help 
of its donor partners, a six-member team of its inspectors received training in PSMA implementation to deal 
with foreign fishing vessels entering its ports. Additionally, preparations are underway to train a team of 
four experts onsite in data processing in the context of catches in March 2024. 
 
The Chair urged each participant to report training activities under the FAO capacity building portal to each 
other so that future trainings in respect to the West Africa Fisheries Project could be planned taken into 
consideration what had been done. He also highlighted that a link1 had been provided during the latest PIEG 
Meeting for experts to obtain information on FAO, EU and other Donor Partner-funded programmes. Again, 
the EU indicated it is working on disseminating training manuals and developing an e-FishMed platform 
that would be available to EU Member States as Project partners (France, Italy, Malta, Portugal and Spain) 
as well as non-EU Member States around the Mediterranean (Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and 
Tunisia) as beneficiaries. The goal is to train inspectors on subjects like sea and ports inspections among 
others. The Chair further indicated that experts from Beneficiary Countries can be granted access to online 
training platforms upon request. 
 
Equatorial Guinea reported that its inspectors need training on ICCAT and FAO regulations and port 
inspection to be able to man its several new port infrastructures efficiently. The Chair took note and 
indicated that this request should be channelled through the ICCAT Secretariat. 
 
 
4. Determination of next steps in the assessment of needs and review of training requests 

 
5. Consideration of opportunities and partners to deliver training in 2024 including use of FAO 

funds 
 
These two Agenda items were discussed together. 
 
The Chair recalled that questionnaires and self-evaluation questionnaires were made available to make it 
possible for the Group to identify and update the priorities in the CPCs based on needs. So far, three groups 
of CPCs have been identified (groups “A”, “B” and “C”) depending on the degree of priority; “A” (Côte d’Ivoire 
and Nigeria), “B” (Republic of Guinea, Namibia and Senegal) and “C” (Mauritania, São Tomé e Príncipe and 
Sierra Leone).  
 
The ICCAT Secretariat confirmed that no updates of training courses and new requests were received. 
Meanwhile, the Republic of Equatorial Guinea was asked to fill out and submit a questionnaire for assistance 
upon their request during the Meeting. It indicated that FAO has funds for two ICCAT-specific evaluation 
missions and training sessions for the year. The ICCAT Secretariat further explained that according to the 
FAO rules, the fund will cover trainers’ costs only; participants who are nationals of the host countries will 
not be covered. 
 
St Vincent and Grenadines put in a request for assistance regarding the FAO-funded training. 
 

 
1 https://www.fao.org/iuu-fishing/capacity-development/en/ 
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Canada asked for an extension of the deadline concerning filling out and submission of training 
questionnaires. The Chair indicated that the ICCAT Secretariat has sent the link to experts to access the 
questionnaires2 and further urged them to fill out (or update) the questionnaires meticulously and submit 
them. The Republic of Guinea and Namibia confirmed interest in the training and requested support from 
PIEG trainers, in particular from Canada, EU-EFCA and the United States. The Chair further reported that 
the EU’s Programme for Improved Regional Fisheries Governance in Western Africa (PESCAO) Project, 
which began in 2018 came to an end in 2023 with a closing seminar with the beneficiaries and that a follow-
up project West Africa Sustainable Ocean Programme (WASOP) would be launched soon; training experts 
are needed in this regard to address the needs expressed by Republic of Guinea and Namibia. 
 
Canada and the USA offered to provide trainers for the evaluation/training exercises in the Republic of 
Guinea and Namibia but would confirm their availability later, preferably during the second half of the year, 
after August 2024. 
 
The ICCAT Secretariat suggested that it would be appropriate to send Francophone and Anglophone 
trainers to the Republic of Guinea and Namibia respectively. 
 
For the next PIEG meeting in 2025, Canada proposed to review and update the two questionnaire templates 
that were elaborated in 2017-2018 for the needs assessment. The Chair agreed and indicated this point will 
be included in the next year’s meeting agenda. 
 
 
6. Other matters 

 
The Chair asked the Group whether the ICCAT training manual for port inspections should be made public 
or remain restricted. It was agreed that it will be published on the ICCAT website. Equatorial Guinea 
indicated that it would put in the questionnaire. 
 
The ICCAT Secretariat thanked Ghana for stepping in for the “rapporteuring” role. 

 
 

7. Adoption of report and adjournment 
 

The Group agreed to the Chair’s proposal that the Rapporteur prepare a draft report of the meeting for the 
ICCAT Secretariat to circulate to PIEG members by email for adoption by correspondence. 
  

 
2 Circular No. 00191/2024 of 10 January 2024. 

https://www.iccat.int/en/index.asp
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Appendix 1 
 

Agenda 
 
 
 
1. Opening of the meeting  
 
2.  Adoption of the Agenda and meeting arrangements  
 
3.  Review of progress since previous meeting, including results of the Côte d’Ivoire needs assessment 
 
4.  Consideration of opportunities and partners to deliver training utilizing the new manual  
 
5.  Determination of next steps in the assessment of needs and review of training requests 
 
6.  Other matters 
 
7.  Adoption of report and adjournment 
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Appendix 2 
 

List of Participants*1 
 
CONTRACTING PARTIES 
 
BELIZE 
Robinson, Robert 
Deputy Director for High Seas Fisheries, Belize High Seas Fisheries Unit, Ministry of Finance, Government of Belize, 
Keystone Building, Suite 501, 304 Newtown Barracks, Belize City 
Tel: +501 223 4918, Fax: +501 223 5087, E-Mail: deputydirector@bhsfu.gov.bz; robert.robinson@bhsfu.gov.bz 
 
CANADA 
Browne, Dion 
Senior Compliance Officer, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 80 East White Hills Road, St. John's, NL A1C5X1 
Tel: +1 709 685 1531, E-Mail: dion.browne@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 
CÔTE D'IVOIRE 
Fofana, Bina 
Directeur des Pêches Maritime et Lagunaire, Ministère des Ressources Animales et Halieutiques de la République de 
Côte d'Ivoire, 29 Rue des Pêcheurs, BP V19, Abidjan 01 Treichville 
Tel: +225 07 655 102; +225 21 356 315, Fax: +225 21 356315, E-Mail: binafof3@gmail.com; binafof@yahoo.fr 
 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
Etogo Mokuy, Juan Ela 
Ministerio de Pesca y Recursos Hídricos, Malabo 
Tel: +240 222 635 614, E-Mail: elaetogojuan@yahoo.es 
 
EUROPEAN UNION 
Kempff, Alexandre 
European Fisheries Control Agency, Edificio Odriozola Av. García Barbón 4, 36201 Vigo, España 
Tel: +34 986 120 601, E-Mail: alexandre.kempff@efca.europa.eu 
 
GABON 
Boupana Bola, Bernice Carol 
BP: 9498, Libreville Estuaire 
Tel: +241 0775 39220, E-Mail: carolboupana@gmail.com 
 
GAMBIA 
Sanyang, Buba 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Fisheries, Water Resources and National Assembly Matters, No. 7 Marina Parade, 
Banjul, Banjul 
Tel: +220 756 7777, E-Mail: bubasidiq@yahoo.co.uk 
 
GHANA 
Yeboah, Richard 
Director of MCS, Fisheries Commission, GP 630 Accra 
Tel: +233 544 622 944, E-Mail: richard.yeboah@fishcom.gov.gh; richkyeboah@gmail.com 
 
GUATEMALA 
Martínez Valladares, Carlos Eduardo 
Encargado del Departamento de Pesca Marítima, Kilómetro 22, Ruta al Pacifico, Edificio la Ceiba 3er Nivel, 01064 
Bárcena, Villa Nueva 
Tel: +502 452 50059, E-Mail: carlosmartinez41331@gmail.com 
 
GUINEA REP. 
Inapogui, Guilé 
Matam Centre National de Surveillance et de Police des Pêches, Km 10, Route du Niger, BP: 307 Conakry 
Tel: +224 622 68 60 66; +224 628 363 004, E-Mail: guileinapogui6@gmail.com 

 
* Head Delegate. 
1 Some delegate contact details have not been included following their request for data protection.1 Some delegate contact details 
have not been included following their request for data protection. 
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MOROCCO 
Sabbane, Kamal 
Chef du Service du Suivi et du Contrôle par Outil informatique / DCAPM, Ministère de l'Agriculture de la Pêche Maritime, 
du Développement Rural et des Eaux et Forêts, Département de la Pêche Maritime, Nouveau Quartier Administratif; BP 
476, 10090 Haut Agdal, Rabat 
Tel: +212 537 688 528, Fax: +212 537 688 382, E-Mail: sabbane@mpm.gov.ma 
 
NAMIBIA 
Bester, Desmond R. 
Control Officer Operations, Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources, Private Bag 394, 9000 Luderitz 
Tel: +264 63 20 2912, E-Mail: desmond.bester@mfmr.gov.na 
 
PANAMA 
Vega, Augusto 
Bella Vista, calle 45 Edif. Riviera, 07096, República de Panamá 
Tel: +50 761 527 215, E-Mail: a.vega@arap.gob.pa 
 
SÃO TOMÉ E PRÍNCIPE 
Francisco Chico, Alberto 
Inspecteur des pêches, Direction des Pêches de São Tomé, Ponte Graça Dto de Água Grande C.P Nº 59 
Tel: +239 991 3898, E-Mail: albertofranciscochico@hotmail.com 
 
SENEGAL 
Fall, Cheikh 
Chef de la Division des Inspections et du Contrôle, Direction de la Protection et de la Surveillance des Pêches (DPSP), 
Cité fenêtre mermoz, BP 3656, Dakar 
Tel: +221 775 659 478, E-Mail: cheihf@gmail.com 
 
ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 
Connell, Shamal 
Fisheries Officer, Fisheries Division, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Rural Transformation, Industry and 
Labour, Government of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, VC0100 Kingstown St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
 
TUNISIA 
Nasraoui, Sonia 
Directrice de la préservation des ressources halieutiques, Ministère de l'Agriculture, des Ressources Hydrauliques et de 
la Pêche, Direction Générale de la Pêche et de l'Aquaculture, 31 Rue Alain Savary, 1002 Tunis 
Tel: +216 71 892 253, E-Mail: nasraoui.sonia2000@gmail.com 
 
UNITED STATES 
Binniker, James 
1315 East West Highway, SSMC-3, Suite 3301, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
Tel: +1 301 427 8224, E-Mail: james.binniker@noaa.gov 
 
URUGUAY 
Domingo, Andrés 
Dirección Nacional de Recursos Acuáticos - DINARA, Laboratorio de Recursos Pelágicos, Constituyente 1497, 11200 
Montevideo 
Tel: +5982 400 46 89, Fax: +5982 401 32 16, E-Mail: dimanchester@gmail.com 
 
VENEZUELA 
Miranda Córdova, Jesús 
Gerente de Ordenación Pesquera, Ministerio de Pesca y Acuicultura - INSOPESCA, Torre Este, Parque central, Piso 12, 
1015 Caracas 
Tel: +58 412 369 5325, E-Mail: mirandaj1201@gmail.com; marinefishbp@gmail.com 
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OBSERVERS FROM COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES, ENTITIES, FISHING ENTITIES 
 
BOLIVIA 
Cortez Franco, Limbert Ismael 
Jefe de Unidad, Unidad Boliviana de Pesca Marítima (UBPM), Calle 20 de octubre 2502, esq. Pedro Salazar, La Paz 
Tel: +591 6 700 9787, Fax: +591 2 291 4069, E-Mail: limbert.cortez@protonmail.ch; limbert.cortez@mindef.gob.bo; 
licor779704@gmail.com 
 
OTHER PARTICIPANTS  
 
RAPPORTEUR 
Eshun, Frank 
P. O. Box 207, Ekumfi Essarkyir via Mankessim, Ghana 
Tel: +223 541 283 646, E-Mail: frank.eshun@fishcom.gov.gh 
 
 
 

***** 
 
 

ICCAT Secretariat 
C/ Corazón de María 8 – 6th floor, 28002 Madrid – Spain 

Tel: +34 91 416 56 00; Fax: +34 91 415 26 12; E-mail: info@iccat.int 
 
 
Manel, Camille Jean Pierre 
Cheatle, Jenny 
Parrilla Moruno, Alberto Thais 
Idrissi, M'Hamed 
Samedy, Valérie 
Vieito, Aldana 
 
ICCAT INTERPRETERS 
Faillace, Linda 
Godfrey, Claire 
González, Fernando 
Liberas, Christine 
Linaae, Cristina 
Pinzon, Aurélie 
 
 


