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Original: English 
 
ALB – North Atlantic Albacore tuna (Thunnus alalunga) 
 
Introduction (1/4 of a page) 

A model-based Management Procedure (MP) is in place since 2021 (Recommendation by ICCAT on 
conservation and management measures, including a management procedure and exceptional circumstances 
protocol, for North Atlantic albacore (Rec. 21-04)). An Atlantic Albacore Stock Assessment (ICCAT, 2023) 
was conducted for North Atlantic albacore tuna in 2023 using data through 1930-2021, applying both a 
stock synthesis (SS) and a production model. Both models provided similar results, and the Committee 
agreed to use the SS model to characterize stock status as well as to verify that catch projections are 
consistent with the catch advice provided by the management procedure (MP). A summary of the stock 
status is provided below (Table 1). Table 2 provides estimated catches and discards by gear, for the period 
1999-2023. The Kobe Phase Plot and uncertainty of current status estimates is summarized in Figure 1.  
 
Table 1. Species Summary Table. (1/2 of a page) 

Indicator  
 Stock 

Status in 
2021 

Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY)1 41,995 t (38,860-45,130)3  
 
 
 
 

2021 
 
 

 

Current (2024) Total Allowable Catch (TAC)  47,251 t 

Current (2023) Yield2 31,654 t 

Relative Biomass (SSB2021/SSBMSY)  2.19 (1.21 - 4.01) 3 

Relative Fishing Mortality (F2021/FMSY1) 0.45 (0.29 - 0.71) 

Stock Status Overfished: NO (99,6% probability)4 
Overfishing: NO (100% probability)4 

  

Management Measures in effect 
Rec. 98-08: Limit number of vessels to 
1993-1995 average. 
Rec. 21-04: Model based MP.  

If managed according to an MP: 
Recommended TAC for the period 2024-2026  

 
47,251 t 

 

1 Reference case model results based on catch data from 1930-2021. 
2  Provisional and subject to revision as of 9 April 2024.  
3  Mean and 95% confidence intervals (CI) for the reference case. 
4 As estimated from the Kobe plot probability in each quadrant. 
 
Table 2. Estimated catches and discards of North Atlantic albacore tuna by gear, for the period 1994-
2023. 

 
  

ALB-Table 1. Estimated catches (t) of Albacore (Thunnus alalunga) by gregion, ear and year (1994-2023)
ALB-Tableau 1. Prises estimées (t) de Germon (Thunnus alalunga) par region, engin et anée (1994-2023)
ALB-Tabla 1. Capturas estimadas (t) de Atún blanco (Thunnus alalunga) por región, arte y año (1994-2023)

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
TOTAL 71813 67518 60379 59586 59039 67062 70088 69918 60070 61470 53375 57728 67381 48794 42320 41663 40759 48743 52751 45598 42761 44635 49179 45476 49694 53163 52033 59218 57375 52573

ATN 35164 38377 28803 29023 25746 34549 33123 26252 22716 25567 25957 35318 36963 21991 20483 15391 19411 19989 25432 24671 26638 25635 30400 28475 29786 34922 31274 31355 31634 28212
ATS 35301 27554 28426 28022 30595 27656 31388 38795 31746 28005 22545 18882 24453 20283 18867 22248 19225 24126 25272 19424 13723 15201 14383 13825 17045 15478 18084 24968 23446 22075
MED 1349 1587 3150 2541 2698 4856 5577 4870 5608 7898 4874 3529 5965 6520 2970 4024 2124 4628 2047 1503 2400 3800 4396 3176 2863 2762 2675 2895 2295 2286

Landings ATN Bait boat 11967 16411 11338 9821 7562 8780 11072 6123 6638 7840 8128 10458 14273 8496 7931 4994 6026 5530 8816 4975 7341 9265 14455 12196 11330 12662 11855 11696 11069 12008
Longline 7309 4859 4641 4051 4035 6710 7320 7372 6235 7826 7037 6911 5223 3237 2647 2619 3913 3666 3510 6298 3076 4541 5448 5025 4567 4758 5714 4834 4404 4553
Other surf. 7506 3555 3337 4378 6846 6817 5971 2808 365 470 577 624 625 525 274 427 231 359 344 816 163 136 95 139 62 179 116 115 288 170
Purse seine 292 278 263 26 91 55 191 263 93 211 344 99 162 198 70 101 70 3 176 40 35 116 50 38 39 65 21 30 1 1
Trawl 2131 3049 2571 2877 1318 5343 3547 5374 5376 3846 2369 7001 6385 3429 4321 2811 2026 6852 6678 6558 9184 5771 6299 6611 8820 10816 7577 8309 9713 5914
Troll 5959 10226 6652 7870 5894 6845 5023 4312 4009 5373 7501 10224 10296 6105 5239 4440 7146 3578 5909 5891 6660 5597 3753 4165 4807 6292 5938 6250 6134 5536

ATS Bait boat 9334 7009 6913 8092 10352 6708 6815 10343 9710 6973 7475 5084 5876 3375 4350 7926 3748 5938 6931 5211 4765 4965 2949 1846 3228 2852 4297 4434 7014 3349
Longline 24806 20040 21000 19547 19799 20640 24399 28039 21671 20626 14735 12977 17740 15087 13218 12113 13471 16445 17846 13888 8907 10104 11243 11674 13715 12473 13747 20509 16192 18507
Other surf. 96 92 256 145 1 74 116 389 325 85 300 323 395 1762 1219 2066 1651 1538 66 266 7 0 108 114 84 113 17 0 196 116
Purse seine 1065 413 258 118 434 183 58 25 39 308 16 499 442 58 81 144 355 205 428 58 44 131 83 190 19 3 11 21 36 69
Trawl 0 0 0 120 9 52 0 0 0 12 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Troll 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

MED Bait boat 81 163 205 0 33 96 88 77 29 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Longline 350 87 391 348 194 416 2796 2597 3704 4248 2335 1997 3026 4101 2694 2160 1719 2327 1959 1392 2343 3235 4333 3087 2378 2656 2497 2798 2112 2126
Other surf. 766 1031 2435 1991 2426 4271 2693 2196 1757 46 87 169 134 182 246 634 404 1408 8 18 27 5 4 2 2 8 29 1 34 20
Purse seine 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3557 2452 1362 2803 2237 25 1230 0 869 68 86 15 543 34 82 481 30 66 72 110 129
Trawl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 48 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 5 7 9 3 2 2 5 13 1 0
Troll 129 306 119 202 45 73 0 0 117 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 6 0 3 0 0 2 1 67 62 5 0 0

Discards ATN Longline 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 93 179 209 300 302 160 151 53 121 0 17
Other surf. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Trawl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 13
Troll 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

ATS Longline 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 11 4 8 33
Purse seine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

MED Longline 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 6 7 8 10 16 0 0 0 16 5 39 11

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2021-04-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2021-04-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2021-04-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/CVSP/CV080_2023/n_3/CV080030175.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/1998-08-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2021-04-e.pdf
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Figure 1. Kobe plot for the North Atlantic albacore tuna stock status in 2021, estimated during the 2023 
Stock Assessment (ICCAT, 2023). The line indicates the stock status trajectory starting in 1930. The inserted 
pie indicates the probability of the stock being within each Kobe color quadrant. 
 
Outlook (1/4 of a page) 
 
Abundance indices showed an overall increasing trend during the last decades. Although highly uncertain, 
current (2021) spawning stock biomass was estimated to be well above SSBMSY (not overfished), with 
fishing mortality well below FMSY (no overfishing). The stock is in the green quadrant of the Kobe plot with 
99,6% probability. The current high biomass allows catches above MSY in the short term when projected 
at 0.8*FMSY.  
 
Management Recommendation (1/4 of a page + 1/2 of a page for Kobe matrices) 
 
Recommendation 21-04 sets the MP to achieve the management objective of maintaining the stock in the 
green area of the Kobe plot with at least 60% probability while maximizing long-term yield.  
 
In the 2023 Stock Assessment (ICCAT, 2023), the Committee noted that the relative abundance of North 
Atlantic albacore has continued to increase over the last two decades and the stock was estimated to be in 
the green area of the Kobe plot with > 99% probability. The Committee applied the MP to set the TAC for 
the 2024-2026 period. The recommended TAC obtained by applying the MP was 47,251 t. Since no 
exceptional circumstances (ECs) were detected, the Committee recommends implementing this TAC.  
  

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/CVSP/CV080_2023/n_3/CV080030175.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2021-04-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/CVSP/CV080_2023/n_3/CV080030175.pdf
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Additional supporting information 
 

 
ALB-NATL-Figure 1. Total albacore catches reported to ICCAT (Task 1) by gear for the northern Atlantic 
stock including TAC.  

 
 
ALB-NATL-Figure 2. North Atlantic albacore standardized catch rate indices used in the 2023 Stock 
Assessment (ICCAT, 2023) from the surface fishery (baitboat) which take mostly juvenile fish, and from the 
longline fisheries which take mostly adult fish.  
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