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SECOND MEETING OF JEG-CC — ONLINE, 2024

Report of the Second Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change (JEG-CC)
(Online, 3 October 2024)

1. Opening of the meeting and meeting arrangements

The Chair of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change (JEG-CC), Dr Kelly A. Kryc (USA), opened the meeting
and welcomed participants (the Group) to the virtual meeting. The Executive Secretary also welcomed
participants to the meeting, then provided an overview of the delegations from participating CPCs and
observers in attendance, as well as an explanation of the decorum standards for virtual meetings

In attendance were Brazil, Canada, China (Rep.), Egypt, the European Union, Japan, Morocco, Norway,
Panama, the United Kingdom, the United States, and Chinese Taipei. In addition, two intergovernmental
organizations (the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Inter-American
Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC)) attended, and four observers (Alianza Latinoamericana para la Pesca
Sustentable (ALPESCAS), Ecology Action Centre (EAC), International Seafood Sustainability Foundation
(ISSF), and Pew Charitable Trusts (PEW)) participated.

2. Nomination of the rapporteur

Mr William Harris (Canada) was appointed as rapporteur for the meeting.

3. Adoption of agenda

The Chair opened the floor for any comments on the tentative agenda. There were no comments and the
meeting agenda was adopted and is attached as Appendix 1.

The list of participants is attached as Appendix 2.

4. Consider, revise, and aim to agree on the draft ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change

The Chair provided an overview of the draft ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change (POA) that was
developed during the Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change in July 2024. The Chair then
highlighted the three outstanding paragraphs in the draft POA, noting that the primary purpose of the
meeting was to address these paragraphs to provide a finalized draft POA to the Commission for its review
at the 24th Special Meeting of the Commission in November 2024.

The first outstanding paragraph related to the proposed establishment of a Standing Joint Expert Group on
Climate Change (SJEG-CC). Several CPCs emphasized the importance of having a strong dialogue between
fisheries scientists and managers at ICCAT, but reiterated their concern that the addition of a new standing
working group would exacerbate the current workload issues confronting CPCs and the Secretariat. One
CPC further explained that this dialogue is necessary for other issues as well, and not solely for climate
change, while another CPC noted that the ultimate objective and expected outcomes of a SJEG-CC remained
unclear. Other CPCs expressed their preference for a SJEG-CC or dedicated body as a means to facilitate this
dialogue on climate change and other issues. One CPC proposed that the SCRS Subcommittee on Ecosystems
and Bycatch (SC-ECO) carry out the work, but others highlighted that managers should have a role in
discussions and SC-ECO is a scientific forum. Ultimately, one CPC suggested that the Standing Working
Group for Enhancing the Dialogue between Fisheries Scientists and Managers (SWGSM) could potentially
be considered for this purpose.

CPCs discussed the feasibility of the SWGSM as the forum for facilitating dialogue on climate change and
other issues, with several CPCs expressing openness to the idea. However, some CPCs noted that the current
terms of reference (TOR) (Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation by ICCAT for
Enhancing the Dialogue between Fisheries Scientists and Managers) (Rec. 14-13)) for the SWGSM are
outdated, meaning the Recommendation would need to be amended to fit the newly envisioned purpose.
The Chair of the SCRS, Dr Craig Brown (USA), added that the SWGSM would be a more suitable forum for
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dialogue in comparison to SC-ECO and recalled that the SWGSM had faced challenges with respect to
developing decisions as the normal decision-making process at ICCAT required that the discussions of
SWGSM be, in effect, reopened and repeated in panel meetings.

Several CPCs stressed that their support for the use of SWGSM was dependent on the appropriate revision
of its TOR (e.g. expansion of its scope to include climate change) and its adoption at the 24th Special Meeting
of the Commission. It was agreed that a new paragraph in the POA (to replace the outstanding paragraph)
would be drafted by the Chair to reflect the discussion.

The second outstanding paragraph related to the title of a standing agenda item (with respect to climate
change) on the Commission’s plenary agenda at annual meetings. One CPC pointed out that the title of the
standing agenda item did not have to be specified, and since there was agreement on this, the proposed title
was removed from the paragraph with no other change to the paragraph as a whole.

The third outstanding paragraph related to holding a meeting to review the implementation of the POA,
either with an additional meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change or the first meeting of
SJEG-CC. In light of the agreement to use the SWGSM - pending successful adoption of a revised TOR during
the annual meeting - it was agreed that a new paragraph (to replace the outstanding paragraph) would be
developed to reflect this direction. The Chair proposed that a meeting of the SWGSM be held in 2026 and
there were no objections.

Following the conclusion of the review of the outstanding paragraphs, a CPC proposed three amendments
to a paragraph in the “Research, data collection, and scientific tools and approaches” section of the draft
POA. The first two amendments, which were editorial in nature, were accepted without objection; however,
the third proposed amendment, which involved deleting references to the ecosystem approach to fisheries
as well as to exploring dynamic reference points, was not incorporated, as the inclusion of this language
was the product of a compromise at the Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change in July 2024.
Instead, it was agreed that the language would be retained but redrafted to ensure precision and clarity.
Another CPC sought clarification on a paragraph related to the consideration of requests for climate-change
related funding at the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD). The CPC was
concerned that the current formulation could be interpreted as prejudging the decision-making of STACFAD
and that the POA did not have the authority to prescribe what requests that STACFAD should prioritize. It
was agreed that “and prioritize” would be removed from the paragraph, with no other change to the
paragraph as a whole

Taking into account these edits and in the absence of any objections, the Chair confirmed that the amended
POA (Appendix 3) was considered endorsed by the JEG-CC and would be forwarded to the Commission for
consideration and adoption. The Chair will prepare revisions to Rec. 14-13 in line with the group’s feedback,
with a goal of adopting the amended terms of reference at the 24th Special Meeting of the Commission.

5. Any other matters

No other matters were discussed.

6. Adoption of the report and adjournment

CPCs agreed that the report for the meeting would be adopted by correspondence. The Chair thanked
meeting participants for their contributions and flexibility and closed the meeting.
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Appendix 2
List of participants™
CONTRACTING PARTIES

BRAZIL

Sant'Ana, Rodrigo

Researcher, Laboratério de Estudos Marinhos Aplicados - LEMA Escola Politécnica - EP, Universidade do Vale do
Itajai - UNIVALIL Rua Uruquai, 458 - Bloco E2, Sala 108 - Centro, Itajai, CEP 88302-901 Itajai, Santa Catarina

Tel: +55 (47) 99627 1868, E-Mail: rsantana@univali.br

Souza Lira, Alex

Regitering, Monitoring and Research Secretariat, Esplanada dos Ministérios, Setor de Autarquias Sul Q. 2, 70043-900
Brasilia, DF

Tel: +55 819 855 15243, E-Mail: alex.lira@mpa.gov.br

Travassos, Paulo

Professor, Universidade Federal Rural de Pernambuco - UFRPE, Laboratorio de Ecologia Marinha - LEMAR,
Departamento de Pesca e Aquicultura - DEPAq, Avenida Dom Manuel de Medeiros s/n - Dois Irmaos, CEP 52171-900
Recife, Pernambuco

Tel: +55 81 998 344 271, E-Mail: pautrax@hotmail.com; paulo.travassos@ufrpe.br

CANADA

Waddell, Mark *

Director General, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 200 Kent Street, Ottawa, ON K1A OE6
Tel: +1 613 897 0162, E-Mail: mark.waddell@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Cossette, Frédéric
Policy Advisor, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 200 Kent Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E6
Tel: +1 343 541 6921, E-Mail: frederic.cossette@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Hanke, Alexander
Research Scientist, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 531 Brandy Cove Road, St. Andrews, NB E5B 2L.9
Tel: +1 506 529 5912, E-Mail: alex.hanke@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Harris, William
Policy Analyst, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 200 Kent Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E6
Tel: +1 343 553 3522, E-Mail: William.Harris@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Hunter, Keely
Legal Officer, Global Affairs Canada, C7-249, 125 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, ON K1A 0G2
Tel: +1 613 793 9028, E-Mail: keely.hunter@international.gc.ca

Marsden, Dale
Deputy Director, International Fisheries Policy, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 200 Kent Street, Ottawa, ON K1A OE6
Tel: +1 613 791 9473, E-Mail: Dale.Marsden@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Schleit, Kathryn
Oceans North, 1459 Hollis Street, Unit 101, Halifax, NS B3L 1Y1
Tel: +1 902 488 4078, E-Mail: kschleit@oceansnorth.ca

Sheppard, Taylor
16 Sgt Donald Lucas Drive, St. John's, NL A1B 4]6
Tel: +1 709 765 1715, E-Mail: taylorsheppard@gov.nl.ca

CHINA, (P.R.)

Feng, Ji

Shanghai Ocean University, 999 Hucheng Huan Rd, 201306 Shanghai

Tel: +86 159 215 36810, E-Mail: fengji_shou@163.com; fji1l3_shou@yeah.net; 276828719@qq.com; f52e@qq.com

“Head Delegate.
1 Some delegate contact details have not been included following their request for data protection.
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EGYPT

Elsawy, Walid Mohamed

Associate Professor, National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries, 210, area B - City, 5th District Road 90, 11311
New Cairo

Tel: +201 004 401 399, Fax: +202 281 117 007, E-Mail: walid.soton@gmail.com

Nasr, Marwa Abdelfatah
Tel: +20 111 500 1400, E-Mail: marwanasr899@gmail.com

EUROPEAN UNION

Billiet, Stijn *

Head of EU Unit, European Commission, DG Mare B 2, Rue Joseph II 99, 1049 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 229 57641, E-Mail: stijn.billiet@ec.europa.eu

Howard, Séamus
European Commission, DG Mare, Rue Joseph I1 99, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 229 50083; +32 488 258 038, E-Mail: seamus.howard@ec.europa.eu

Marot, Laura
European Commission, DG Mare B2, 99 Rue Joseph 11, B-1049 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 229 82243, E-Mail: laura.marot@ec.europa.eu

Abascal Crespo, Francisco Javier

Fisheries Scientist, Ministerio de Economia y Competitividad, Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia, C.0. de Canarias,
C/Farola del Mar, 22, 38180 Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Spain

Tel: +34 922 549 400, Fax: +34 922 549 554, E-Mail: francisco.abascal@ieo.csic.es

Attard, Nolan

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal Rights Agriculture Research
and Innovation Hub, Ingiered Road, 3303 Marsa, Malta

Tel: +356 795 69516; +356 229 26894, E-Mail: nolan.attard@gov.mt

De la Rosa, Julissa
Centro Oceanografico de Mélaga, 29002 Malaga, Spain
Tel: +34 952 197 124, E-Mail: julissa.delarosa@ieo.csic.es

Patrocinio Ibarrola, Teodoro
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia-CSIC, 15001 A Coruiia, Spain
Tel: +34 981 218 151, E-Mail: teo.ibarrola@ieo.csic.es

Reglero Bardn, Patricia

Centro Oceanografico de las Islas Baleares, Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia, Muelle de Poniente s/n, 07015 Palma de
Mallorca, Balearic Islands, Spain

Tel: +34 971 13 37 20, E-Mail: patricia.reglero@ieo.csic.es

Tugores Ferra, Maria Pilar

ICTS SOCIB - Sistema d'observaci6 y prediccié costaner de les Illes Balears, Moll de Ponent, S/N, 07015 Palma de
Mallorca, Spain

Tel: +34 971 133 720, E-Mail: pilar.tugores@ieo.csic.es

Vieira, Lais
Centro Oceanografico de Mélaga, Puerto Pesquero s/n, 29640 Fuengirola, Malaga, Spain
Tel: +34 682 286 681, E-Mail: lais.vieira@ieo.csic.es

JAPAN

Hiwatari, Kimiyoshi

Assitant Director, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 100-8907

Tel: +81 3 3502 8460, Fax: +81 3 3504 2649, E-Mail: kimiyosi_hiwatari190@maff.go.jp

Kawano, Masataka

Technical Official, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 100-8907

Tel: +81 3 3502 8460, Fax: +81 3 3504 2649, E-Mail: masataka_kawano320@maff.go.jp
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MOROCCO

Abid, Noureddine

Chercheur et ingénieur halieute au Centre Régional de Recherche Halieutique de Tanger, Responsable du programme
de suivi et d'étude des ressources des grands pélagiques, Centre régional de 'INRH a Tanger/M'dig, B.P. 5268, 90000
Drabed, Tangiers

Tel: +212 53932 5134; +212 663 708 819, Fax: +212 53932 5139, E-Mail: nabid@inrh.ma

Bensbai, Jilali

Chef de Département des ressources halieutiques a I'INRH, Institut National de Recherche Halieutique a
Casablanca - INRH/Laboratoires Centraux, Ain Diab prés du Club équestre OULAD JMEL, Rue Sidi Abderrhman / Ain
Diab, 20100 Casablanca

Tel: +212 661 59 8386, Fax: +212 522 397 388, E-Mail: bensbaijilali@gmail.com

NORWAY
Sgrdahl, Elisabeth *1
Senior Adviser, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Department for Fisheries, 0032 Oslo

Junge, Claudia
Institute of Marine Research (IMR), Nordnesgaten 50, 5005 Hordaland, Bergen
Tel: + 47 418 60794, E-Mail: Claudia.junge@hi.no

Lysnes, Guro Kristoffersen

Adviser, Directorate of Fisheries, Resource Management Department, Strandgaten 229, 5004 Bergen (P.O. Box 185
Sentrum), 5804 Bergen

Tel: +47 46 89 66 44, E-Mail: gulys@fiskeridir.no

Mjorlund, Rune !
Senior Adviser, Directorate of Fisheries, Department of Coastal Management, Environment and Statistics, 5804 Bergen

Munch-Ellingsen, Sofie

Higher Executive Officer, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Department for Fisheries, Kongens gate 8, 0153,
(P.0.Box 8090 Dep), 0032 Oslo

Tel: +47 950 05084, E-Mail: sofie.munch-ellingsen@nfd.dep.no

Nottestad, Leif
Principal Scientist (PhD), Bergen (P.0. Box 1870 Nordnes), 5817 Bergen, Hordaland County
Tel: +47 599 22 70 25, Fax: +47 55 23 86 87, E-Mail: leif.nottestad@hi.no

PANAMA

Garcia, Génesis

Captadora de datos, Autoridad de los Recursos Acudticos de Panama - ARAP, Direccién de Cooperacion y Asuntos
Pesqueros Internacionales, Ave. Justo Arosemena y Calle 45 Bella Vista, Edificio la Riviera

Tel: +507 511 6000 Ext. 301; +507 617 80430, E-Mail: ggarcia@arap.gob.pa

Quintero, Thelma
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuaticos de Panama (ARAP), 0819-05850
Tel: +507 511 6000, E-Mail: tquintero@arap.gob.pa

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

Keedy, Jess *

Joint Head, International Fisheries, Marine & Fisheries, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra),
Marine & Fisheries Directorate, First Floor, Seacole Wing, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 3]JR

Tel: +44 755 724 5171; +44 208 026 63350, E-Mail: jess.keedy@defra.gov.uk

UNITED STATES

Kryc, Kelly *

U.S. Federal Government Commissioner to ICCAT and Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Fisheries, Office of
the Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA);
Department of Commerce, 1401 Constitution Ave, Washington DC 20230

Tel: +1 202 993 3494, E-Mail: kelly.kryc@noaa.gov
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Cass-Calay, Shannon

Director, Sustainable Fisheries Division, Southeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service,
75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149

Tel: +1 305 361 4231, Fax: +1 305 361 4562, E-Mail: shannon.calay@noaa.gov

Die, David

Research Associate Professor, Cooperative Institute of Marine and Atmospheric Studies, University of Miami, 4600
Rickenbacker Causeway, Miami, Florida 33149

Tel: +1 305 421 4607, E-Mail: ddie@earth.miami.edu; dddejean@kutaii.com; ddie@rsmas.miami.edu

Gray, Chelsea
NOAA, 1335 East-West Hwy, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
Tel: +1 301 427 8306, E-Mail: chelsea.gray@noaa.gov

Guyas, Martha
American Sportfishing Association (ASA), 1001 N. Fairfax Street Suite 501, Alexandria, VA 22314
Tel: +1 703 519 9691, E-Mail: mguyas@asafishing.org

Habegger, Leigh
Executive Director, 1717 K St. NW Suite 900, Washington DC 20006
Tel: +1 703 794 5114, E-Mail: leighhabegger@gmail.com

Harris, Madison

Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs, Trade, and Commerce (F/IATC), NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Tel: +1 202 480 4592, E-Mail: madison.harris@noaa.gov

Keller, Bryan

Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs, Trade and Commerce (F/IATC), NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Tel: +1 202 897 9208; +1 301 427 7725, E-Mail: bryan.keller@noaa.gov

King, Melanie Diamond

Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs Trade, and Commerce (F/IATC), NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring Maryland 20910

Tel: +1 301 427 3087, E-Mail: melanie.king@noaa.gov

Loughran, Tyler
Sea Grant Knauss Fellow, NOAA, Herbert C. Hoover Building 1401 Constitution Avenue NW, Washington 20230
Tel: +1 206 920 4847, E-Mail: tyler.loughran@noaa.gov

Schirripa, Michael

Research Fisheries Biologist, NOAA Fisheries, Southeast Fisheries Science Center, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami,
Florida 33149

Tel: +1 305 445 3130; +1 786 400 0649, Fax: +1 305 361 4562, E-Mail: michael.schirripa@noaa.gov

Sissenwine, Michael P.
Marine Policy Center, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, 39 Mill Pond Way, East Falmouth Massachusetts 02536
Tel: +1 508 566 3144, E-Mail: m.sissenwine@gmail.com

Warner-Kramer, Deirdre

Deputy Director, Office of Marine Conservation (OES/OMC), U.S. Department of State, 2201 C Street, NW (Room 2758),
Washington DC 20520-7878

Tel: +1 202 647 2883, E-Mail: warner-kramerdm@fan.gov

Weber, Richard
South Jersey Marina, 1231 New Jersey 109, Cape May, New Jersey 08204
Tel: +1 609 884 2400; +1 609 780 7365, Fax: +1 609 884 0039, E-Mail: rweber@southjerseymarina.com

OBSERVERS FROM COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES, ENTITIES, FISHING ENTITIES

CHINESE TAIPEI

Yang, Shan-Wen

Secretary, Overseas Fisheries Development Council, 3F, No. 14, Wenzhou Street, Da'an Dist., 10648
Tel: +886 2 2368 0889 #151, Fax: +886 2 2368 6418, E-Mail: shenwen@ofdc.org.tw
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OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION - FAO

Bahri, Tarub

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), FAO via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 Rome, Italy
Tel: +39 065 705 5233, E-Mail: tarub.bahri@fao.org

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION - IATTC
Crear, Dan

IATTC, 8901 La Jolla Shores Dr, CA 92037, United States

E-Mail: dcrear@iattc.org

OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

ALIANZA LATINOAMERICANA PARA LA PESCA SUSTENTABLE - ALPESCAS

Zamora Gémez, Rodrigo

Ingeniero Pesquero - Encargado de Sustentabilidad Area Técnica y Estudios, Sociedad Nacional de Pesca F.G. -
SONAPESCA, A.Barros Errazuriz 1954, oficina 206, Providencia, Santiago de Chile, Chile

Tel: +56 225 960 690; +56 998 195 329, E-Mail: rzamora@sonapesca.cl

ECOLOGY ACTION CENTRE - EAC

Isnor, Holly

Ecology Action Centre - EAC, 2705 Fern Lane, Halifax Nova Scotia B3K 4L3, Canada
Tel: +1 902 580 0600, E-Mail: hollyisnor@ecologyaction.ca

INTERNATIONAL SEAFOOD SUSTAINABILITY FOUNDATION - ISSF
Recio Vazquez, Lorena

Data Analyst and Research Assistant, ISSF, 28003 Madrid, Spain

Tel: +34 622 86 03 85, E-Mail: Irecio@iss-foundation.org

PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS - PEW

Wozniak, Esther

The Pew Charitable Trusts, 901 E Street, NW, Washington DC 20004, United States
Tel: +1 202 540 6588, E-Mail: ewozniak@pewtrusts.org

OTHER PARTICIPANTS

SCRS CHAIRPERSON

Brown, Craig A.

SCRS Chairperson, Sustainable Fisheries Division, Southeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries
Service, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149, United States

Tel: +1 305 586 6589, E-Mail: craig.brown@noaa.gov

EXTERNAL EXPERT

Palma, Carlos

ICCAT Secretariat, C/ Corazén de Maria, 8 - 6th floor, 28002 Madrid, Spain
Tel: + 3491 416 5600, Fax: +34 91 415 2612, E-Mail: carlos.palma@iccat.int
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ICCAT Secretariat
C/ Corazén de Maria 8 - 6th floor, 28002 Madrid - Spain
Tel: +34 91 416 56 00; Fax: +34 91 415 26 12; E-mail: info@iccat.int

Manel, Camille Jean Pierre ICCAT INTERPRETERS
Neves dos Santos, Miguel Baena Jiménez, Eva .
Ortiz, Mauricio Gelb Cohen, Beth

Mayor, Carlos Godfrey, Claire

Parrilla Moruno, Alberto Thais Liberas, Christine
Kimoto, Ai Linaae, Cristina

Taylor, Nathan Pinzon, Aurélie
Fiorellato, Fabio

Baity, Dawn

De Andrés, Marisa
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Appendix 3

Revised ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change
(Explanatory Note from the Chair of the Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change in
consultation with the SCRS Chair)

The draft ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change was last considered at the 2023 ICCAT Annual Meeting.
The document is intended to serve as the workplan, called for in the Resolution by ICCAT on Climate Change
(Rec. 22-13) to guide the Commission and the SCRS’s future work on relevant issues associated with climate
change. The Plan of Action is designed to be a living document that is continually reviewed and revised by
the Commission and the SCRS as ICCAT builds upon this line of work.

The Resolution by ICCAT on next steps of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change in 2024 (Res. 23-19)
indicated that the 2024 Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change would include a presentation
and discussion of a “stock-take” review of relevant ongoing ICCAT work that relates to, or is impacted by,
climate change. Then, discussion of the results of the “stock-take” and any other priority areas of climate
change work may be accounted for in a revised draft Plan of Action for consideration first by the Joint
Experts Group on Climate Change and then the full Commission in November.

Accordingly, I have worked with the Chair of the SCRS to revise the draft Plan of Action based on the results
of the “stock-take.” The revised draft Plan of Action follows a similar structure to previous versions and
reflects much of the input provided by CPCs at the Annual Meeting. However, there are elements that have
been refined to reflect the input provided by the Commission and the SCRS Officers as part of the “stock-
take” exercise.

As reflected in the agenda, the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change will have an opportunity to further
refine this draft, in line with Res. 22-13, as a key next step to organizing and prioritizing ICCAT’s future
climate-related work. Adopting an initial Plan of Action will serve as an important tool for ICCAT to focus
its resources both internally and externally with other RFMOs and/or international organizations pursuing
similar goals of climate-adaptive fisheries management strategies.
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Revised ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change

(presented by the Climate Change Expert Meeting Chair in consultation with the SCRS Chair and edited

during the 2nd Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change)

With a view to advancing the implementation of the Resolution by ICCAT on Climate Change (Res. 22-13) and
the Resolution by ICCAT on next steps of the Joint Expert Group on Climate Change in 2024 (Res. 23-19), the
Commission endorses the following Plan of Action on Climate Change, noting that it is intended to be a living
document of priority Commission and SCRS actions that should be reviewed and revised, as appropriate, as
new information becomes available:

2024

Commission and SCRS

2025

SCRS

“Stock-take” exercise: As called for in Res. 23-19, the Chair of the Joint Experts Group on Climate
Change, working with the SCRS, its Officers, Commission Officers, and Chairs of Ad Hoc Working
Groups as necessary, will prepare and circulate in advance, a ‘stock-take’ review of relevant
ongoing ICCAT work which relates to, or is impacted by, Climate Change.

Second Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change: As called for in Res. 23-19, convene
a Second Meeting of the Joint Experts Group in order to build upon initial discussions held at the
2023 two-day Climate Change Experts Meeting and at the 2023 ICCAT Annual Meeting to explore
new or identify existing pathways for the SCRS to further consider and advise the Commission on
the issues specified in Res. 22-13, including the opportunity to consider, revise, and aim to agree
on the draft ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change.

—_———
—

To provide a dedicated forum to facilitate climate related discussions as envisioned by this Plan
of Action and in the Resolution by ICCAT on Climate Change (Res. 22-13), the current Terms of
Reference for the Standing Working Group on Dialogue between Fisheries Scientists and
Managers (SWGSM) (Rec. 14-13) will be revised and considered at the 2024 Annual Meeting.

Organization and structure

Include climate change as an agenda item for SCRS subsidiary bodies, as appropriate, to provide
a dedicated time to discuss how the ongoing climate science can benefit the ICCAT management
and scientific processes.

Include climate change as a standing agenda item for the SCRS Plenary meeting to promote
coordination and information exchange among SCRS subsidiary bodies and external groups with
expertise in the field. As part of the SCRS annual report and other SCRS meeting reports, include
as appropriate, updates related to the execution of this Plan of Action. Additionally, include where
relevant a section on climate change considerations in the executive summaries for each species

group.

As the SCRS continues work to update the SCRS Strategic Plan, identify opportunities for
incorporating climate change considerations in the scientific work of ICCAT, including prioritizing
needed scientific research and data collection and specifying associated time frames and resource
needs, where possible.
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Research, data collection, and scientific tools and approaches

- As outlined by the 2024 stock-take exercise, the SCRS should identify and provide to the
Commission for review a draft list of proposed climate-related questions with implications for
management that the SCRS can use to continue integrating, as appropriate, climate considerations
into management advice to the Commission. These questions could consider the areas of interest
already identified by Commission Officers in the stock-take exercise, such as productivity,
recruitment, growth, and species distribution as well as how to better reconcile the different
timeframes used for climate science and fisheries management.

- In addition to developing these questions, the SCRS should continue advancing the integration of
work related to climate as indicated in the 2024 stock-take exercise. This work includes CPUE
standardization and incorporation of relevant oceanographic and environmental changes into the
stock assessment process, where feasible, In addition, the SCRS should continue to incorporate
climate-related considerations into MSEs and Management Procedure (MP) development,
continue to develop an Ecosystems Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM) framework for
ICCAT and an ecosystem report card, and explore dynamic reference points.

Commission and SCRS

- The SCRS should initiate a process early in 2025 to begin drafting climate-related questions with
implications for management with a goal that the SCRS subsidiary bodies and SCRS plenary
review these questions before being discussed and endorsed by the Commission at their annual
meeting.

Commission

- Commission Agenda: Starting in 2025, include an agenda item on climate change as a standing
item on the Commission’s Plenary agenda for the Annual Meeting to review this Plan of Action as
needed and consider other relevant issues related to climate change each year, including climate
change impacts, mitigation, and adaptation.

- Review, provide feedback, and, if appropriate, endorse the proposed climate-related questions
with implications for management drafted by the SCRS.

- Provide feedback to the SCRS on matters stemming from the tasks outlined above.

- Panel Agendas: Starting in 2025, incorporate the issue of climate change, as appropriate, into
items of the Panel agendas, particularly those agenda items related to conservation and
management measures and research.

2026
Commission and SCRS
[.]
- Assuming that revised Terms of Reference (Rec. 14-13, are adopted at the 2024 Annual Meeting,
convene a meeting of the Standing Working Group to Enhance Dialogue Between Fisheries

Scientists and Managers (SWGSM) to, among other things, review the climate change Plan of

Action as well as the list of climate-related management questions for cooperative development
with the SCRS.
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SCRS

SECOND MEETING OF JEG-CC — ONLINE, 2024

Resource needs analysis: Working with the ICCAT Secretariat and STACFAD Chair, consider if
current human and financial resources are sufficient to undertake research and data
collection/evaluation related to climate change in terms of the climate-related management
questions developed in cooperation between the SCRS and Commission. The resource needs
analysis should include consideration of existing databases and collaboration with other
organisations. Based on this analysis, the Commission will consider the need to prioritize
questions and tasks for SCRS for progressing the incorporation of climate considerations into
management advice.

Organization and structure: Following any updates to the Plan of Action, consider if the SCRS
meeting structure or operations are fit for purpose to provide scientific advice taking into account
climate change impacts on ICCAT target stocks, non-target species, related ecosystems, and other
scientific aspects included in Res. 22-13.

Research, data collection, and scientific tools and approaches: The SCRS should continue its work
to incorporate climate considerations into scientific processes with the goal of providing advice
that is more robust to climate change and supports climate resilient fishery management in
ICCAT, while ensuring the robustness of the overall ICCAT management framework.

Plan of Action review: Review this Plan of Action and, as appropriate, suggest revisions and/or
provide other relevant feedback to the Commission.

Commission

Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD)

Consider, if appropriate, possible additional approaches to reduce the organization’s
environmental and climate impacts, including those related to its headquarters operation and
meetings.

Consider_any SCRS/ICCAT Secretariat requests for supplementary funds or other resources
needed to carry out expanded scientific work associated with climate change.
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