
ADDENDUM TO PWG_405/2022 - DRAFT ICCAT IUU VESSELS LIST 

Since the publication of PWG_405/2022 the following information additional has been submitted by 
Namibia:  

• Document #1.: Namibia’s responses (with Re. PAE/rs/6844; ICCAT# E22-11027 of 04/11/2022)
to both the EU’s requests (Circular # S22-06314 of 19/08/2022) and to the US’ requests (Circular
# S22-06364 of 23/08/2022) regarding the removal of “HALIFAX” from IUU List.

• Document #2.: Namibia’s responses (E22-10933 of 03/11/2022) to the EU’s requests (within
EU’s comments on the “PWG_405/2022”-document in Circular# S22-08860) for clarification
regarding the 201/2022 fishing activities of the IUU vessel “HALIFAX”.

• Document #3.: Additional information from Namibia (E22-11103 of 07/11/2022), in responses
to the EU’s requests, regarding tuna catches made by the IUU vessel “HALIFAX” and partially
exported to South Africa. Namibia has submitted sales slips which indicate that some quantities of
tuna fish were either exported to South Africa between 3 January to 15 April 2022 or traded
domestically in Namibia, between 13 April and 1 September 2022.
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ICCAT – ENTRADA 

2022-11-03 

E22-10933 

 

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources 

 

 

Tel: 2053007                Private Bag 13355 

Fax: 224566                WINDHOEK 

Enquiries: Desmond. Bester             03 November 2021 

                                                                                                

Mr. Camille Jean Pierre Manel 
ICCAT Executive Secretary 
Corazon de Maria 8 

28002 Madrid, 
SPAIN 
 

Dear Mr. Jean Pierre Manel 

 

SUBJECT: THE NAMIBIAN FLAG VESSEL “HALIFAX”  

 

The MFV Halifax (the vessel) was placed on the IUU vessel list of the International 

Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). This listing was on the basis of 

a report of illegal fishing by the vessel during 2020 (then named Mario No “11” with  and 

under different ownership and flag (Senegal) submitted by the United States following a 

sighting of the vessel on 6 May 2020 by the US Coast Guard.  

 

Southern Wolf Holdings (Pty) Limited in good faith and as an innocent 3rd party (without 

knowledge of any IUU fishing activities of the said vessel) purchased the vessel 

Halifax/Mario 11 as per the sale agreement on 28 October 2020 (on the basis of a credit 

sale where the ownership of the vessel would pass on delivery, and the purchase price 

would be paid off by means of instalments). 
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After delivery to our client, the vessel was then legally imported into Namibia and 

registered on the Namibian ship register on 10 September 2021 after our client had 

carried out extensive refurbishment and refitting of the vessel to convert her in order that 

she may operate in the large pelagic: pole and line Namibian fishing sector with 100% 

Namibian crew, to catch in Namibian waters, and to discharge her catches at Namibian 

ports. As such her method of operation has been changed completely from a long line 

vessel to a pole and line fishing vessel. 

 

With the vessel legally owned by Southern Wolf Holdings (Pty) Limited and registered on 

the Namibian Ship Registry and with a valid safety certificate, as a right holder in the 

Namibian pole and line, large pelagic sector is entitled to a fishing permit and license in 

respect of the vessel by the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources.  

 

The vessel is on the IUU list under its new registered name “Halifax” with our client Southern 

Wolf Holdings (Pty) Limited (a Namibian entity) registered as the owners and the flag of 

the vessel listed as the Namibian flag. The ownership in the vessel has passed to Southern 

Wolf Holdings (Pty) Ltd on the basis of a credit sale. The previous owners have no legal or 

other hold over our Southern Wolf Holdings (Pty) Ltd or the vessel.  

 

The vessel has been licenced from 19 October until 31rst December 2022 to operate in 

Namibian waters. 

 

 

MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL: 
Fisheries Inspectors from our Ministry in Luderitz Inspected and clear the fishing vessel 

Halifax in Namibian port Luderitz prior to commencement of fishing. The vessel is supplied 

with daily fishing logbooks and a trip management logbook. The daily Logbook must be 

completed on a daily basis with species caught, and approximate mass of species. These 

log sheets must be handed in to our Ministry before commencement of discharging 

operations. Our Ministry also inspected the vessel to be empty before the fishing license 

was handed over to the captain of the vessel.  

 

We have implemented the following measures: 

Pre inspection checks 

License application 

Vessel clearances  

Issuance of fishing license  

Catch and landing controls  

 
During discharging operations our Fisheries Inspectors monitor species,   

sizes and weights. 
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VESSEL MONITORING SYSTEM (VMS) 
The vessel is fitted with a “THEMIS” VMS as required by our Ministry. Monitoring 

of the vessel is done on a daily basis from a land based control room in Walvis Bay.  Our 

Ministry will therefore be able to track the movements and fishing activities of the vessel 

at any given time day or night. 

 

OBSEVERS COVERAGE 
The Namibian Fisheries Observer Agency provides 100% observer coverage of all tuna 

long line vessels. Namibian laws (Marine Resources Act No.27 of 2000)   

prohibit transshipment at sea and require all landings to be made in Namibia. 

All catches for species under the purview of ICCAT are reported to the   Commission in 

accordance with ICCAT reporting requirements. 

 
At this point it is important to note that currently the vessel is on the IUU list under its new 

registered name “Halifax” with the new owners Southern Wolf Holdings (Pty) Limited (a 

Namibian entity) registered as the owners and the flag of the vessel listed as the 

Namibian flag. Southern Wolf Holdings (Pty) Limited is a reputable Namibian fishing 

company with no involvement in illegal fishing, not to mention the prejudice to the 

Republic of Namibia which has a well-run fishery with an excellent compliance record. 

As such, on the face of it, the entry on the IUU list as it currently stands implies that our 

client was involved in illegal fishing while the vessel was under the Namibian flag, which 

is factually incorrect.  

 

The vessel Halifax has been licenced from 19 October 2021 until 31st December 2022 to 

operate in Namibian waters. 118 981 mt of Tunas was caught by the Halifax and 

discharged in the port of Luderitz in the presence of ta fisheries Inspector. All catches has 

been exported to South Africa only.  

 

NB: All fishing operations of the vessel Halifax has been stopped since August 2022 until 

the process of removing the vessel from the ICCAT IUU listing has been finalized. The vessel 

is currently in the port of Luderitz. 

 

Southern Wolf Holdings (Pty) Limited has invested R10 million in the overall refurbishment 

and conversion of the vessel to a tuna pole and line vessel, and this has been 

advantageous for the local Namibian economy and in addition has created much 

needed local employment especially for a developing nation such as Namibia. This local 

investment and employment is being prejudiced by the prolonged process of the vessel 

being removed from the IUU list; 

 

Please accept herewith assurances of my highest esteem. 
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Summary Tables of Document nº 3: Eight (8) sales slips which indicate that some tuna fish quantities 
were either exported to South Africa between 3 January to 15 April 2022 or traded domestically, between 
13 April and 1 September 2022: 
 

 

Invoice # Date 

Owner/Operat
or of FV 

"HALIFAX" and 
Address 

Buying/Importing 
Company/Countr

y and Address BET ALB YFT Tunas Total 

2022-01 03/01/2022 

NAMIBIA SOUTH AFRICA 

 19,728 205 3,024 22,957 

2022-02 08/02/2022  8,523 1,749 172 10,444 

2022-03 21/01/2022    13,303 13,303 

2022-04 15/04/2022    12,417 12,417 
      - 28,251 1,954 28,916 59,121 

           
 

Invoice # Date 

Owner/Operat
or of FV 

"HALIFAX" and 
Address 

Buying 
Company/Countr

y and Address BET ALB YFT Tunas Total 

2022-04 13/04/2022 

NAMIBIA NAMIBIA 

   5,360 5,360 

2022-05 23/04/2022    25,973 25,973 

2022-06 21/06/2022 648 5,867   6,515 

2022-07 01/09/2022 1,853 20,159   22,012 
      2,501 26,026 - 31,333 59,860 
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