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ICCAT recommendation 17-02 allocates a total allowable catches (TAC) for North Atlantic swordfish (Xiphias gladius)  at 13,200 tonnes for 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021. The European Union (EU) catch limit is fixed, by paragraph 2 of ICCAT recommendation 17-02, at 6 718 tonnes for 2019.
France has prohibited active fishing for the Atlantic swordfish from the North of the 5° N (see Annex IV of National order of 25 February 2013, NOR : TRAM1300060A).
In accordance with paragraphs 13 and 14 of ICCAT Recommendation 16-03 and with article 19 of regulation (EU) 2017/2107 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 November 2017, France has adopted a maximum bycatch limit for vessels not authorized to fish for North Atlantic swordfish (see Annex IV of National order of 25 February 2013, NOR : TRAM1300060A). Bycatches of North Atlantic swordfish are authorized within a limit of 49% of the total catch on board expressed by weight and / or number of specimens.
Catches and landings of North Atlantic swordfish with a live weight of less than 25 kg or a lower jaw fork length of less than 125 cm are strictly prohibited, except for incidental catches, which must not exceed 15% of the number of North Atlantic swordfish landed daily and by vessels.  
44 vessels equal to or more than 20 meters in length overall (LOA) caught North Atlantic swordfish in 2018.: 37 trawlers, 5 longliners and 2 purse seiners.
By contrast with Spain and Portugal, France does not have its own North Atlantic swordfish quota inside the EU. French vessels are fishing on a specific quota, not allocated among the Member States of the European Union (about 85,3 tonnes of catches in 2019, based on an unallocated EU quota of 162,36 tonnes).
