


REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF REC. 19-04
 (MULTI-ANNUAL MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR E-BFT)


JAPAN


	
	ICCAT requirement (per Rec. 19-04)
	Explanation of CPC actions taken to implement
	Relevant domestic laws or regulations (as applicable)

	1
	TAC and quotas and condition (para 4-5)
	Individual quotas are allocated to large-scale longliners catching bluefin tuna.  The total of the individual quotas is smaller than the catch quota of Japan.  
	Ministerial ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, 
Article 57 and 91-3.

	2
	Annual fishing plan (para 14-17)
	Japan submits its annual fishing plan.
	N/A

	3
	Adjustment of fishing capacity (para 18-23)
	The Minister manages the number of licenses of longliners with BFT individual quotas in a manner to keep each quota larger than the recommended catch amount (i.e. 25 t per one LSTLV over 40m) estimated by SCRS.  Thus, there is no overcapacity.
	Ministerial ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries,
 Article 57.


	4
	Fisheries openings (para 29-32)
	The Minister prohibits fishing operators from fishing for BFT in the area delimited by West of 10°W and North of 42°N during the period from 1 February to 31 July and in other areas during the period from 1 June to 31 December.
	Ministerial Ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Article 17.

	5
	Minimum size (para 34-37)
	The Minister prohibits fishing operators from catching for BFT weighing less than 30kg.
The fishing vessel shall stop operating and move from the fishing area when the number of BFTs which weigh 10 – 30 kg gets larger than 5% of the total number of BFTs caught on the day. The weight of dead discards of BFTs below minimum weight is counted against Japan’s quota.
	Ministerial Ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Article 17.

	6
	By-catch (para 38)
	The Minister prohibits the vessels without BFT quota from catching, transshipping or landing BFT. All Japanese catching　vessels targeting other than BFT operate around the equator or further south, thus the possibility of by-catch of BFT is negligible. Given the circumstances, the Minister sets aside 1 t for bycatch for other fisheries as a minimum figure.



	Ministerial Ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Article 57 and 91-3.


	7
	Records of ICCAT vessels authorized to fish bluefin tuna(para 49-54)
	Japan submits the information every year.
	Ministerial ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries,
 Article 57.

	8
	Information on fishing activities (para 57-58)
	Japan submits information on fishing activities upon the completion of the fishing season.
	N/A


	9
	Catch recording and reporting (para 63-68)
	The Minister requires fishing operators to communicate to the FAJ  daily information from logbooks, including the date, time, location, the weight and number of BFT caught in eastern Atlantic Ocean (including releases and discards of dead fish  under the minimum size) by the end of the next day. In addition, the Minister also requires the operators to maintain a bound or electronic fishing logbook of their operation.
	Ministerial Ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Article 28 and 28-2.



	10 
	Designated ports for landing (para69-71)
	The Minister designates domestic ports for landing. Landing of BFT on foreign ports is prohibited. All the landings are inspected.
	Ministerial Ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Article 18.
Fishery Act, Article 74.

	11
	Prior notification of landings (para 73)
	The Minister requires prior notice not less than 10days before landings.
	Ministerial Ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Article 18.
Fishery Act, Article 74.

	12
	Reporting of catches from CPCs to the Secretariat (para 74-75)
	Japan sends weekly catch reports to the Secretariat.
	N/A

	13
	Cross check (para 76)
	FAJ officials verify a range of information to check compliance. All the landings are inspected.
	Fishery Act, Article 74

	14
	Transhipment 
(para 77, 78 and 80)
	The Minister prohibits transshipment of BFT at sea and only allows transshipment at ports registered on the ICCAT website with prior authorization.
	Ministerial Ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Article 59.

	15
	CPC observers programme (para 83)
	FAJ ensures observer coverage on board of 20% or more of its LSTLVs which are allocated BFT quotas.
	N/A

	16
	VMS (para 105)
	The Minister requires fishing vessels to be equipped with a VMS able to automatically transmit a message and to transmit the data every two hours to the FAJ.
The FAJ transmits the VMS data from the vessels fishing for BFT to the ICCAT Secretariat.
	Ministerial Ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Article 24-2.

	17
	Enforcement (para 106)
	FAJ officials verify a range of information to check compliance. In case of noncompliance, sanctions are imposed when necessary.
	Fishery Act, Article 74

	18
	Market measures (para 108)
	Japan implements the electronic Bluefin Catch Documentation Scheme.
	Import Trade Control Order, Article 4 







Ministerial ordinance of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

〇Article 17　 
Each manager of a Designated Fishery shall not operate said Designated Fishery in violation of the measures of restriction or prohibition concerning the fishing operation using any specific fishing gear or ship or according to any specific fishing method or concerning the capture of any specific species of aquatic animals in any fishing operation area or period or in any specific area or period stated in the lower column of Appended Table 2 for each of the Designated Fisheries stated in the upper column of the same appended table, in addition to which is separately
provided for in this Ministerial Ordinance.

○Article 24
(1) The captain of any boat pertaining to the permission to engage in a Designated Fishery shall keep the position of the boat constantly clear by using a direction finder or any other method.

(2) In addition to the cases provided in this Ministerial Ordinance, in any case in which the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries specifies and gives public notice of the matters to be reported and reporting method when he/she finds it necessary for the propagation and protection of aquatic animals and plants or for fishery regulation or other fishery coordination with respect to a Designated Fishery, or in any case in which the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries or a fishery enforcement officer requests a report by wireless telegram or wireless telephone when he/she finds it necessary for the propagation and protection of aquatic animals and plants or for fishery regulation or other fishery coordination, the captain of each boat pertaining to permission to engage in such Designated Fishery shall report in accordance with said specification or request.

○Article 28
 (1) Each manager of a Designated Fishery shall submit the catch result report or business result　report stated in the following table by the submission deadline stated in the same table for each Designated Fishery.
	Name of designated fishery

	Kind of report
	Submission deadline

	Distant water skipjack/tuna
fishery (limited to the fishery by means of angling)

	Catch result report of each voyage
	Within 30 days after completion of said voyage Adjacent sea skipjack/tuna fishery

	Distant water skipjack/tuna
fishery (limited to the fishery using a drift line)

	Catch result report of each season

	By the last day of the season following said season



 (2) The form of the catch result report and the business result report of the preceding paragraph shall be separately decided and publicly notified by the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.

[bookmark: _GoBack]〇Article 57　
(1) The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries shall allocate the annual quotas of catch of northern bluefin tuna (limited to the bluefin tuna captured in the sea area of the Atlantic Ocean (including the sea area of the Mediterranean Sea); hereinafter referred to as "Atlantic bluefin tuna") and southern bluefin tuna for each Distant Water Skipjack/Tuna Fishery manager and for each ship engaged in capturing Atlantic bluefin tuna or southern bluefin tuna.

○Article 59 
(1) No Distant Water Skipjack/Tuna Fishery manager shall transship the catch of said fishery or any product thereof from the boat used to capture said catch or to produce said product to another boat, except in any case that fall sunder any of the items of Article 29. However, this shall not apply to any case in which transshipment is made in a port outside Japan or in a sea area separately specified and publicly notified by the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and is permitted in advance by the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries .

(2) Any restriction on or condition to the permission under the preceding paragraph that is necessary for fishery regulation may be attached or changed.

○Article 91-3 
Any person other than the Distant Water Skipjack/Tuna Fishery managers given the quotas of Atlantic bluefin tuna of paragraph (1) of Article 57and other than the Distant Water Skipjack/Tuna Fishery managers for capturing the foreign nations etc.-allocated Atlantic bluefin tuna shall not capture Atlantic bluefin tuna, and any person other than the Distant Water Skipjack/Tuna Fishery managers given the quotas of southern bluefin tuna and other than the Distant Water Skipjack/Tuna Fishery managers for capturing the foreign nations etc.- allocated southern bluefin tuna shall not capture southern bluefin tuna.


Fishery Act

〇Article 74
(1)The Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister or each Governor shall nominate Authorized Fisheries Supervisors or Authorized Fisheries Supervising Officers from among the employees concerned, to let them take charge of the affairs concerning the observance of the acts and ordinances concerning fisheries.

(2)Each Authorized Fisheries Supervisor or Authorized Fisheries Supervising Officer may visit fishing grounds, boats, places of business, offices, and warehouses and inspect the situations or books & documents and other things or ask the persons concerned questions, when he/she finds it necessary.


Import Trade Control Order

Article 4
(1)A person who intends to import goods shall, in any of the following cases, obtain approval from the Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, following the procedure specified by an Ordinance of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry.
(i)Where an import quota under Article 9, paragraph 1 shall be required to be obtained for the import of the goods
(ii)Where such person intends to import goods from the place of origin or place of shipment of the goods that has been publicized with respect to the items of the goods pursuant to paragraph 1 of the preceding Article
(iii)In addition to the cases set forth in the preceding two items, where necessary matters for the import of the goods have been publicized pursuant to paragraph 1 of the preceding Article

(2)In the case set forth in item 3 of the preceding paragraph where, upon the publication under paragraph 1 of the preceding Article, it is provided that a certain procedure should be carried out as a necessary matter for the import of a certain kind of goods, and it is also provided that import approval under the preceding paragraph shall not be required for the import of said goods if said procedure is carried out, import approval prescribed in the same paragraph shall not be required to be obtained for the import of goods through said procedure, notwithstanding the provision of the same paragraph.

(3)In addition to the cases prescribed in the preceding paragraph, where a person intends to import, pursuant to the provision of an Ordinance of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, goods processed by using as materials such goods that have been exported, as approved, by another person who has obtained approval under Article 2, paragraph 1, item 2 of the Export Trade Control Order (Cabinet Order No. 378 of 1949) for import of goods based on a contract for processing deal trade whereby a contractor residing in a foreign country is entrusted with processing work in a foreign country, import approval prescribed in paragraph 1 shall not be required to be obtained, notwithstanding the provision of the same paragraph.
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