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SUBJECT: Domestic regulations adopted to implement Rec. 19-04.
Dear Sir,
Referring to your letter regarding domestic regulations adopted to implement Rec. 19-04. We would like to inform you that:
· Fishing in Syria is traditional in territorial water with no commercial fishing operations, and Bluefin tuna are not actively targeted by the national fishermen.
· Longliner, Baitboat, hand boat, trawler and trap are not operating in Syria for catching Bluefin tuna.
· Only one Syrian fishing vessel recorded in ICCAT list of vessels conduct BFT fishing activity every year to catch Syrian allocated quota, and no BFT fishing activities out of fishing season.
· Special fishing license issued by the fisheries authority every year for the vessel authorized to fish Bluefin tuna.
· General commission for fisheries resources translates all  ICCAT regulation and recommendations to Arabic language and distribute copies to all fisheries centers and ports for applying the content.
· Each year, General Commission for Fisheries Resources announces terms and conditions for BFT fishing season based on ICCAT recommendations and this terms include fishing gear, fishing season, quota, regional observer conditions, national observer, vessel recording in ICCAT, VMS...... (attached copy of terms and conditions)

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

