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REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ICCAT REGIONAL OBSERVER
PROGRAMME FOR EAST ATLANTIC AND MEDITERRANEAN BLUEFIN TUNA

ICCAT Secretariat

The Regional Observer Programme for eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna (ROP-BFT) is
carried out under the provisions of the Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 13-
07 by ICCAT to Establish a Multi-annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean [Rec. 14-04]. The provisions of this Recommendation stipulate that observers are to be
placed by the Secretariat to ensure observer coverage of 100% of purse seine vessels during all the
annual fishing season. In this respect, an observer shall be present during the fishing operation; and
during all transfer of bluefin tuna to the cages and all harvest of fish from the cage; and during all
transfers of bluefin tuna from traps to transport cages.

Implementation in 2015

Following a call for tender for the implementation of the Programme and a review of tenders by the
selection committee the Commission again awarded the contract to the consortium
MRAG/COFREPECHE. The Report of this consortium, available as Annex 1 (summary attached as
Appendix 1), contains more details on the implementation of the programme.

There were a total of 122 observer deployments on purse seine vessel in 2015. Ten CPCs participated
in the programme. The list of vessels participating in the programme is attached as Table 1.

Since 2009, 295' farm deployments and eight trap deployments have been requested, as shown in
Table 2. The list of farms and traps which currently participate in the programme is attached as Table
3. Anomalies remain, with farms continuing on the list of authorised farming facilities even though
they do not participate in the ROP programme.

All observer reports have been made available to CPCs as Annex 1 and 2 to COC-305/15. The
submissions from the CPCs involved in relation to any issues of non-compliance are contained in
COC-305/15.

Implementation difficulties in 2015

Given the amount of work which ROPs generate, and the logistical complications inherent in such
programmes, the Secretariat should like to request that the established procedures be followed for
observer requests.

Failure to follow the procedures of requesting deployments and extensions to approved deployments
continues to cause difficulties in the implementation, e.g. requests after 96 hours — in some cases one
day before - requests for observers are not accompanied by proof of payment. It should be noted that
the Secretariat cannot process any requests for which payment has not been made.

Some requests and payments for vessels were also received late. Completion of the section of the
request for with details for any reimbursement is important, as in future this will be taken as official
information for reimbursement of remnants at the end of the year.

At 1 October 2015.
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In 2015, several requests for changes to disembark port were received. This causes significant
logistical difficulties in addition to extra costs, particularly in cases where observers need visas.
Complete and correct information at the time of request should be submitted, in order to make the
necessary arrangements in advance

With regard to the international aspect of the programme, non-nationals were deployed as far as
possible, with the exception of Turkish vessels given the provisions of bullet four, paragraph 5 of
Annex 7 of Rec.14-04, as despite a persistent search, the consortium has been able to recruit only one
qualified Turkish-speaking non-Turkish national.

Future implementation

It should be recalled that with the eBCD system, the observers will need an electronic signature to fill
these eBCD sections. The digital certificates for the signatures will also have to be prepared well in
advance so as not to delay the validation of the eBCD by the government authority, and hence CPC
cooperation is requested in sending accurate information on observer needs as far in advance as
possible, especially for farms and traps. If the dates of authorisation are not updated in the eBCD
system following each request for extension, the observer will be unable to sign the BCD. Therefore,
in addition to the time required by the consortium, the Secretariat needs to be informed sufficiently in
advance to be able to enter the new dates in the system.

Table 1. List of vessels which participated in the ROP-BFT in 2015.

CPC Vessel

Albania Rozafa 15 ATO00ALB00008
Algeria Sidi Slimane ATO000DZA00001
Algeria Younes li AT000DZA00008
Algeria Braham AT000DZA00014
Algeria Sid Maamar AT000DZA00018
Algeria Nouha AT000DZA00332
Algeria Chahid Hasni Saidi AT000DZA00009
Algeria Younes I ATO000DZA00007
Algeria El Fadjr AT000DZA00010
Algeria Chahid Mustapha Benboulaid AT000DZA00017
Algeria Beni Louma AT000DZA00015
Algeria Hadja Fatima AT000DZA00383
Algeria El Madina AT000DZA00003
Egypt Seven Seas ATO00EGY00003
Egypt Khaled ATO00EGY00005
EU-Croatia Tacoma ATEUOHRVO00164
EU-Croatia Neptun [ ATEUOHRV00134
EU-Croatia Neptun [i ATEUOHRVO00140
EU-Croatia Marlin ATEUOHRVO00156
EU-Croatia Preko ATEUOHRV00021
EU-Croatia Sardina I ATEUOHRV00133
EU-Croatia Tuljan Dva ATEUOHRVO00155
EU-Croatia Carica ATEUOHRV00163
EU-Croatia Ponos ATEUOHRV00058
EU-Espaia Nuevo Panchilleta ATEUOESP00276
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CPC Vessel
EU-Espaia Nuevo Elorz ATEUOESP00250
EU-Espaia Tio Gel Segon ATEUOESP00394
EU-Espafia La Frau Dos ATEUOESP00172
EU-Espafia Gepus ATEUOESP00119
EU-Espafia Leonardo Brull Segon ATEUOQESP00173
EU-France Anne Antoine 2 ATEUOFRA00003
EU-France Chrisderic li ATEUOFRA00019
EU-France Eric Marin ATEUOFRA00087
EU-France Gerald Jean II1 ATEUOFRA00026
EU-France Gerald Jean IV ATEUOFRA00093
EU-France Gerard Luc IV ATEUOFRA00028
EU-France Janvier Giordano ATEUOFRA00037
EU-France Janvier Louis Raphael ATEUOFRA00083
EU-France Jeanmarie Christian 4 ATEUOFRA00041
EU-France Jeanmarie Christian6 ATEU(OFRA00043
EU-France Jeanmariechristian7 ATEUOFRA00078
EU-France Juanicolucien Rafael ATEU(OFRA00232
EU-France Pierre Joseph Salvador ATEUOFRAO00088
EU-France St Sophie Francois 2 ATEUOFRA00064
EU-France St Sophie Francois 3 ATEUOFRA00065
EU-France Vent Du Nord 11 ATEUOFRA00090
EU-France Ville D'agde IV ATEUOFRA00089
EU-Italy Atlante ATEUOITA00065
EU-Italy Giuseppe Padre Secondo ATEUOITA00289
EU-Italy Madonna Di Fatima ATEUOITA00348
EU-Italy Maria Antonietta ATEUOITA00368
EU-Italy Sparviero Uno ATEUOITA00565
EU-Italy Vergine Del Rosario ATEUOITA00617
EU-Italy Angela Madre ATEUOITA00635
EU-Italy Angelo Catania ATEUOITA00636
EU-Italy Genevieve Prima ATEUOITA00654
EU-Italy Lucia Madre ATEUOITA00664
EU-Italy Michelangelo ATEUOITA00671
EU-Italy Maria Grazia ATEUOITA00694
EU-Malta Ta' Mattew ATEUOMLT00001
Libya Alssafa IV ATO00LBY00060
Libya Albahr Elhader ATO00LBY00077
Libya Cyrene ATO000LBY00010
Libya Deela ATO000LBY00024
Libya Hanibal ATO000LBY00047
Libya Khandeel 11 AT000LBY00038
Libya Morina ATO00LBY 00028
Libya Ozu-2 ATO00LBY00009
Libya Tripolitania ATO00LBY00013
Libya Tayma ATO000LBY00083
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CPC Vessel
Libya Al Hares 2 ATO00LBY00074
Libya Elhader 2 ATO000LBY00037
Maroc Azrou 1 ATOOOMARO00081
Maroc Mediouna ATO0O0OMARO1418
Norway Ms Kamgyfisk ATO0O0ONORO00002
Syria Fesal AT000SYR00019
Tunisia Abderrahmen ATO000TUNO00047
Tunisia Denphir 1 AT000TUNO00479
Tunisia El Houssaine ATO000TUNO00049
Tunisia El Khalij ATO000TUNO00014
Tunisia Futuro 1 ATO00TUNO00065
Tunisia Ghali ATO000TUNO00036
Tunisia Ghedir El Gholla ATO000TUNO0030
Tunisia Hadj Mokhtar ATO000TUNO0025
Tunisia Haj Hedi ATO000TUNO00007
Tunisia Hassen ATO00TUNO00008
Tunisia Horchani ATO000TUNO00009
Tunisia Imen ATO000TUNO00010
Tunisia Jamel ATO00TUNO0011
Tunisia Jaouhar ATO000TUNO00046
Tunisia Mabrouk ATO00TUNO0015
Tunisia Mohamed Sadok ATO00TUNO0051
Tunisia Tapsus ATO000TUNO00024
Tunisia Tijani ATO000TUNO00026
Tunisia Abou Chamma ATO000TUNO00002
Tunisia Essaida Jannet ATO000TUNO0050
Tunisia Hadj Ahmed ATO000TUNO00070
Tunisia Ibn Rachiq AT000TUNO0037
Tunisia Mohamed Adem ATO000TUNO00012
Tunisia Mohamed Yassine ATO000TUNO00045
Tunisia Sallem ATO00TUNO00023
Turkey Akgiin Balikgilik 3 AT000TUR00296
Turkey Avci Baba ATO00TURO00375
Turkey Azizler 2 AT000TUR00004
Turkey Cevdet Karadeniz-1 ATO000TURO00012
Turkey Dursun Cinaroglu ATO000TURO00131
Turkey Mamati Orhan ATO000TUR00448
Turkey Habib Reis 4 ATO000TUR00522
Turkey ilhan Yilmaz 1 AT000TUR00524
Turkey Zamkinozlar-li ATO00TURO00050
Turkey Zaman Avci-2 ATO000TUR00449
Turkey Nursu 3 AT000TURO00104
Turkey Gegiciler Balikgilik ATO00TURO00496
Turkey Tuncay Sagun-2 ATO000TURO00455
Turkey Tuncay Sagun-6 ATO000TUR00040
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CPC Vessel
Turkey Cihan Cengiz Karadeniz AT000TUR00450
Turkey Denizer ATO00TURO00501
Turkey Haci Mustafa Kuloglu AT000TUR00024
Turkey Mamuli Reis-lii ATO000TUR00033
Turkey Siirsan-1 ATO000TUR00407
Turkey Kul Balkcilik 1 ATO00TURO00030

Table 2. Number of farm / trap deployments by year.

Number of farm Number of trap
Year
deployments deployments

2009 10

2010 46

2011 55

2012 52

2013 51 2

2014 46 3

2015* 37 3

*(at 1 October 2015)
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Table 3. Farming facilities and traps participating in the ICCAT ROP-BFT.

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Turkey AT001TUR00002
Turkey AT001TUR00004 | ATO01TUR00004 | ATO0ITUR00004 |AT0O01TUR00004 | AT001TUR00004 | ATO01TURO00004 | ATO01TURO00004
Turkey ATO001TURO00005 | ATOO1TURO00005 | ATOO1TURO0005 |ATO0ITUR00005 |AT001TUR00005 |ATO01TURO00005 | ATO01TURO00005
Turkey ATO001TUR00006 | ATOOITUR00006 | ATO0OITURO00006 | ATO0OITUR00006 |AT001TURO0006
Turkey ATO001TURO00010 | ATO01TUR00010 | ATOOITURO0010 AT001TURO00010 |ATOOITURO00010
Turkey ATO00ITURO00011 | ATOO1TURO00011 |ATO01TURO00011 |ATO0ITURO00011 |AT0O01TURO00011 |ATOOITUR00011 |ATO01TURO0011
Turkey ATO001TURO00013 | ATOO1TURO00013 | ATO01TURO00013 |ATO0ITUR00013 |AT001TUR00013 |ATO01TURO00013 | ATO0O1TURO00013
Turkey AT001TUR00014 | ATOO1TUR00014 |ATO0ITUR00014 |ATO01TUR00014
Tunisia ATO0ITUNO00001 |ATOOITUNO000I |ATO01TUNO0OOI | ATO01TUNO0001 |ATOOITUNO0001 |ATO0OITUNO0000I
Tunisia ATO001TUNO00002 | ATOOITUNO0002 |ATO0ITUNO0002 |ATO01TUNO0002 |ATO0ITUN00002 | ATOOITUNO0002
Tunisia AT001TUNO00003 AT001TUNO0003
Tunisia ATO001TUNO00004 | ATOOITUNO0O004 |ATO0OITUNO0004 | ATO01TUNO0004 | ATO01ITUNO00004 | ATOOITUNO0004
Tunisia ATO001TUNO00005 | ATOOITUNOO00S | ATOOITUNO000OS
Tunisia ATO001TUNO00006 | ATOOITUNO0006
European Union ATEUI1ESP00001 |ATEUIESP00001 |ATEUIESP00001
European Union ATEUIESP00003 | ATEU1ESP00003 | ATEU1ESP00003 | ATEUIESP00003 | ATEUIESP00003 | ATEU1ESP00003
European Union ATEUILESP00004 | ATEU1ESP00004 | ATEUIESP00004 | ATEUIESP00004 | ATEUIESP00004
European Union ATEUIESP00005 | ATEU1ESP00005 | ATEUIESP00005 | ATEUIESP00005 | ATEUIESP00005 | ATEU1ESP00005
European Union* ATEUIGRC00001 | ATEUIGRC00001 | ATEUIGRC00001 | ATEUIGRC00001 | ATEUIGRC00001 | ATEUIGRC00001
European Union ATEUIMLTO00001 | ATEUIMLT00001 | ATEUIMLTO00001 | ATEUIMLTO00001 | ATEUIMLTO00001 | ATEUIMLTO00001
European Union ATEUIMLTO00002
European Union ATEUIMLT00003 | ATEUIMLT00003 | ATEUIMLT00003 | ATEUIMLTO00003 | ATEUIMLT00003 | ATEUIMLT00003
European Union ATEUIMLT00004 | ATEUIMLT00004 | ATEUIMLTO00004 | ATEUIMLT00004 | ATEUIMLT00004 | ATEUIMLTO00004
European Union ATEUIMLTO00007 | ATEUIMLT00007 | ATEUIMLTO00007 | ATEUIMLT00007 ATEUIMLT00007
European Union ATEUIMLTO00008 | ATEUIMLT00008 | ATEUIMLTO00008 | ATEUIMLTO00008 | ATEUIMLTO00008 | ATEUIMLTO00008
European Union ATEU1IMLTO00009
European Union ATEUILITA00006 |ATEUIITA00006 |ATEUIITA00006 | ATEU1ITA00006
European Union (Trap) ATEU2ITA00003 | ATEU2ITA00003 | ATEU2ITA00003
European Union (Trap) ATEU2ITA00009 | ATEU2ITA00009 | ATEU2ITA00009
European Union ATO001HRV00001 | ATOO1HRV00001
European Union** AT001HRV00003 | ATOOIHRVO00003 | ATOOIHRV00003 | ATOOIHRV00003 | ATEUIHRV00003 | ATEUIHRV00003 | ATEUIHRV00003
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
European Union ATO0IHRV00006 | ATOOIHRV00006 | ATOOTHRV00006 | ATOOIHRV00006 | ATEUIHRV00006 | ATEUTHRV00006 | ATEUITHRV00006
European Union ATO01HRV00008 ATO00IHRV00008 | ATO01IHRV00008 | ATEUITHRV00008 | ATEUIHRV00008 | ATEUTHRV00008
European Union ATEUIHRV00011 | ATEUIHRV00011 | ATEUITHRV00011
Morocco ATO0IMARO00002 | ATOO1MARO00002
Morocco (Trap) AT002MARO00005 | AT0O02MARO00005
Libya ATO001LBY00002

* No deployment requests received for this farm in 2015
**Croatia joined EU in July 2013, after which time farm numbers were changed.
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