
02-26 GEN  
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT CONCERNING COOPERATIVE 

ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING ACTIVITIES BY 
LARGE-SCALE TUNA LONGLINE VESSELS 

 
(Transmitted to Contracting Parties: December 4, 2002) 

 
 RECALLING that ICCAT adopted at its 1999 meeting a Resolution by ICCAT Calling for Further Actions 
against Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing Activities by Large-Scale Longline Vessels in the 
Convention Area and Other Areas, in which ICCAT urged Japan and Chinese Taipei to scrap or to re-register 
to Chinese Taipei those vessels, 
 
 RECALLING that ICCAT, at its 2000 meeting, praised and strongly supported the Joint Programs 
implemented by Japan and Chinese Taipei to eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) large-
scale tuna longline vessels (LSTLVs) in its Supplemental Resolution by ICCAT to Enhance the Effectiveness of 
the ICCAT Measures to Eliminate Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing Activities by Large-Scale Tuna 
Longline Vessels in the Convention Area and Other Areas, 
 
 RECOGNIZING that the ICCAT Ad Hoc Working Group on Measures to Combat IUU Fishing in Tokyo 
2002 stressed the importance of the collaborative work between Chinese Taipei and Japan to study further 
the involvement of Chinese Taipei’s residents and licensed vessels in IUU fishing and other activities 
assisting IUU fishing, and to work out effective measures to prevent such involvement, 
 
 RECOGNIZING that ICCAT adopted at its 2002 meeting a Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning 
Establishment of an ICCAT Record of Vessels Over 24 Meters Authorized to Operate in the Convention Area 
[02-22]1 (the Recommendation), 
 
 CONCERNED that still around 100 IUU LSTLVs exist, while the Japan/Chinese Taipei Joint Program 
resulted in contracts for scrapping of 43 vessels and agreements for re-registration of 34 vessels, 
 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 

OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT: 
 
1 Japan and Chinese Taipei should further work together to eliminate the remaining IUU LSTLVs owned 

and/or operated by Chinese Taipei’s residents. 
 

2  Japan should work closely with the flag States of LSTLVs and if appropriate take joint action, so as to 
implement the Recommendation smoothly and satisfactorily and to achieve the objective of 
paragraph 1 above. 

 
3 The Commission urges Chinese Taipei to consider adopting appropriate domestic legislation to 

improve its ability to control its residents that invest in or otherwise support or engage in IUU fishing. 
 
4 Contracting Parties, Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities should urge and 

may instruct their residents to refrain from engaging in and/or associating with activities that may 
support IUU tuna longline fishing vessels and with any other activities that undermine the 
effectiveness of ICCAT conservation and management measures. 

 
 
 
 

  

 
1 Replaced by Rec. 13-13 and later by Rec. 21-14. 


