AD HOC WORKING GROUP ON COORDINATION OF TAGGING INFORMATION — ONLINE, 2026

Report of the Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Coordination of Tagging Information
(online, 3 February 2026)

The results, conclusions and recommendations contained in this report only reflect the view of the Ad Hoc
Working Group on Coordination of Tagging Information. Therefore, these should be considered preliminary
until the SCRS adopts them at its annual Plenary meeting and the Commission revises them at its annual
meeting. Accordingly, ICCAT reserves the right to comment, object and endorse this report, until it is finally
adopted by the Commission.

1. Opening of the meeting, meeting arrangements, agenda and rapporteurs

The meeting was held online on 3 February 2026. It was opened by Dr Federico Mas (Uruguay), the Working
Group (“the Group”) rapporteur and meeting Chair, who welcomed the participants. The ICCAT Executive
Secretary, Mr Camille Jean Pierre Manel, welcomed the participants and highlighted, among other aspects,
the importance of discussing the current ICCAT rewarding policy related to tagging, due to the current high
costs and wished them success in their meeting. Dr Miguel Neves dos Santos, the ICCAT Assistant Executive
Secretary, highlighted some logistical aspects and the need to adjust the tag rewarding policy to the current
funds available, but also taking into consideration the discrepancy compared to other tagging programmes
managed by CPCs.

The SCRS Chair, Dr Craig Brown, welcomed the participants, and reminded that the meeting reflected the
need to enhance synergies and cooperation among the different ICCAT tagging programmes, and wished the
participants success in their meeting.

The Chair proceeded to review the Agenda which was adopted with some changes (Appendix 1). The List
of Participants is included in Appendix 2. The List of presentations provided at the meeting is attached as
Appendix 3. The abstracts of all SCRS presentations are included in Appendix 4. The following participants
served as rapporteurs:

Sections Rapporteur

Items 1 and 10 M. Neves dos Santos
Items 2 and 5 J. Garcia, A. Paga
Items 3 and 4 F. Alemany, T. Minch
Item 6 F. Mas

Items 7 and 8 F. Mas

Item 9 C. Mayor, J. Garcia

2. Current ICCAT tagging programmes (including a brief reference to previous programmes)

The ICCAT Secretariat gave a presentation that provided a historical overview of ICCAT tagging activities,
which were initiated in 1979 (SCRS/P/2026/001). The past and ongoing research programmes managed
by ICCAT Secretariat were listed, highlighting those including electronic and conventional tagging activities,
detailing the number and type of tags deployed and recovered by species. Currently ICCAT conventional tags
database contains information on more than 750,000 conventional tags deployments and about 55,000
conventional tags recoveries. Electronic tagging activities were also summarized, informing about the type
and number of ICCAT owned tags, approximately 1600 deployed by species. The rewarding system for tag
recoveries, including the annual lottery held during the SCRS plenary sessions, was also described.

The Group discussed the high variability observed in recapture rates among species and programmes,
concluding that it could be due to multiple program specific interacting factors, as tagging campaigns
strategies, fishery-specific operational conditions, tag insertion techniques, tag type, expertise of taggers,
reporting and reward systems, and species-specific capture and handling practices. Consequently, the Group
emphasized that recovery rates are highly species-dependent and that meaningful interpretation requires
species-specific and temporal analyses rather than direct comparisons across taxa or programmes. The
Group recognized the value of conventional tagging programmes but highlighted the need of optimizing
tagging strategies and methodologies to minimize uncertainties and increase their cost effectiveness.
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3. Rewarding related to tag recoveries

The presentation SCRS/P/2026/002 provided an update on the number of electronic tags of different types
(internal, archival pop-up and acoustic), that have been recovered along the last decade, in order to
illustrate the increasing trend in recoveries and its impacts on the budgets of ICCAT tagging programmes.
Different actions aiming at reducing these rewarding costs were proposed, such as decreasing the rewards
amounts and assuming the rewards payment only for ICCAT owned tags, or eliminating the “ICCAT lottery”
if these measures are not implemented.

The Group noted that the current ICCAT reward amounts are much higher than those applied in several
national tagging programmes, which creates inconsistencies and potential reporting issues. Based on
experiences from different programmes, several participants recommended reducing the reward amounts.
It was also discussed the possibility of linking the amount of the rewards for archival tags recoveries to the
scientific value of the data they contain, paying more for tags that have remained more time on the fish, but
it was concluded that more complex reward structures could be confusing and potentially
counterproductive.

Finally, the Group agreed to reduce the amount of the rewards paid by ICCAT by 50% and limiting reward
payments to ICCAT-owned tags. The ICCAT Secretariat confirmed that it will circulate the updated reward
information and encouraged dissemination through ongoing tagging programmes. The ICCAT lottery for
conventional tags will be maintained.

4. Brief update on the performance of eTAGs after Wildlife Computers modifications to solve
battery passivation issues

The presentation SCRS/P/2026/004 provided an analysis of the performance of pop-up satellite archival
tags (PSATs) deployed within ICCAT electronic tagging programmes, focusing on Wildlife Computers
miniPATs. The analysis integrated metadata provided by the manufacturer, metadata reported by CPCs, and
data from the internal inventory maintained by the ICCAT Secretariat. All available information was cleaned,
consolidated and structured within a centralized relational database, updated through 31 December 2025.
It was noted that transmission performance varied substantially among tag series, with recent versions
showing improved reliability, with percentages of transmitting tags, transmissions duration and number of
transmitted messages similar to those occurring prior to 2019, when higher than usual transmission failures
were observed for the first time.

Participants welcomed the analysis of tag performance developed by the ICCAT Secretariat and noted that
the results were consistent with observations from other tagging programmes. The Group agreed to work
with the ICCAT Secretariat on the monitoring of this data to further develop such analysis.

In addition, the Group coordinator presented some practical cases showing an important improvement,
both in the amount and quality of transmitted data, when using KINEIS system instead of ARGOS, suggesting
that future analyses should consider integrating KINEIS data to better assess tag performance.

5. Brief update on eTAGs DataBase development and European Tacking Network

The presentation SCRS/P/2026/003 provided a brief update on the progress of the eTAGs database
development and reported on the collaboration with the European Tracking Network (ETN), which has
already resulted in joint acoustic tags deployments under ICCAT programmes.

The Group acknowledged the progress made in the development of the electronic tagging database,
including the integration of metadata, raw data and tag performance modules.

The Group discussed about the advantages and disadvantages of the acoustic tagging in terms of cost and
logistics. The Group concluded that acoustic tagging could be beneficial in combination with other
techniques, and recommended the use of the open protocol in the tags and receivers. Also, the Group agreed
in exploring the possibility of deploying acoustic receivers in areas of interest for the species managed by
ICCAT.
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Participants recognized the value of collaboration with the European Tracking Network (ETN), while noting
the high infrastructure costs associated with acoustic telemetry, particularly regarding receivers’
deployment and maintenance. It was emphasized that any expansion of acoustic tracking should carefully
balance scientific benefits against logistical and financial constraints.

6. Terms of reference of the Working Group: Scope, objectives and potential tasks including
coordination with Species Groups

During the meeting, a draft of a proposal for the Terms of Reference (TORs) was presented by the Chair in
the spirit of providing a starting point from which the Group could work on. Some members of the Group
noted that several objectives or tasks presented in the TORs were already being done by the ICCAT
Secretariat and that some refinement of the text was needed to make clear that these activities would be
carried out in collaboration with the ICCAT Secretariat. Given the short nature of the meeting, it was noted
that more time was needed, so everyone at the meeting could go through the document and continue to
provide feedback.

The Group agreed that the Chair would revise all feedback received and provide a new version of the TORs
to be revised by correspondence during the adoption of the report. The revised TORs are included in
Appendix 5.

7. 2026 and 2027 workplans

The Group acknowledged that it may not need to meet every year, but rather work upon request of the ICCAT
Secretariat and the SCRS.

The Group noted that it would be important to analyze the performance of conventional tags across and
within tagging programs, in order to better understand and improve recovery rates.

In light of the results presented in document SCRS/P/2026/003, the Group highlighted the importance of
this type of analysis and the need to move forward towards a deeper and more comprehensive analysis by
taking into consideration other variables.

The Group also agreed on the importance of collaborating with the ICCAT Secretariat in importing data from
e-tags into the ICCAT database, including both types of archival tags (PATs and internal).

8. Recommendations (to the Species Groups and the ICCAT Secretariat)

The Group agreed on the importance of reactivating and maintaining its activity more regularly, aiming for
the provision of a coordination platform between the different tagging activities carried out by the Species
Groups and the ICCAT Secretariat.

It was highlighted that tagging activities remain valuable tools to address several biological and ecological
aspects of interest to the SCRS and the different Working Groups. In addition, it was mentioned that an
important step forward could be to coordinate tagging activities with other modern and complementary
techniques such as genomics and close-kin mark-recapture (CKMR).

9. Other matters
The ICCAT Secretariat recalled that, as of 1 November 2025, the submission of tagging forms (TG01, TG02

and TGO3) is carried out exclusively through the Integrated Online Management System (I0MS), CPCs have
been duly notified and submit tagging information via their designated tagging correspondents.
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However, Research Programmes users cannot currently be registered in the IOMS, as the system only allows
the registration of users associated with CPCs. Given that the nature of these Research Programmes differs
from that of CPC reporting, there is currently no dedicated IOMS mechanism enabling them to report tagging
information directly. In such cases, the results of these studies are communicated to the Secretariat by email,
which uploads the information into the IOMS on their behalf and ensures that the provenance of the data is
appropriately identified.

For other data providers that are neither CPCs nor Research Programmes, an appropriate reporting
mechanism will need to be identified and agreed. The ICCAT Secretariat suggested this matter to be
addressed during the Intersessional meeting of the Subcommittee on Statistics (SC-STATS) (24-25 February
2026).

10. Report and meeting adjournment
Due to the short duration of the meeting, it was agreed that the report would be adopted by correspondence.

The ICCAT Secretariat requested that all rapporteurs to provide text as soon as possible, to avoid delay on
the adoption of the report. The Chair thanked all participants and adjourned the meeting.
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Appendix 1

Agenda

Opening of the Meeting, meeting arrangements, agenda and rapporteurs

Current ICCAT tagging programmes (including a brief reference to previous programmes)
Rewarding related to tag recoveries

Brief update on the performance of eTAGs after Wildlife Computers modifications to solve battery
passivation issues

Brief update on eTAGs DataBase development and European Tacking Network

Terms of reference of the Working Group: Scope, objectives and potential tasks including
coordination with Species Groups

2026 and 2027 workplans

Recommendations

Other matters

10. Adoption of the report and closure
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Appendix 2

List of participants*?

CONTRACTING PARTIES

CANADA

Gillespie, Kyle

Aquatic Science Biologist, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 125 Marine Science Drive, St. Andrews, NB, E5B 0E4
Tel: +1 506 529 5725, E-Mail: kyle.gillespie@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Minch, Taryn

Fisheries and Oceans Canada, St. Andrews Biological Station, 125 Marine Science Drive, St. Andrews, NB New Brunswick
E5B 0E4

Tel: +1 506 608 0171, E-Mail: taryn.minch@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

EGYPT

Sayed Farrag, Mahmoud Mahrous

Associate Professor of Marine Biology, Zoology Department, Faculty of Science, Al-Azhar University, Assiut, 71511
Tel: +20 100 725 3531, Fax: +20 882 148 093, E-Mail: m_mahrousfarrag@yahoo.com

EUROPEAN UNION

Aarestrup, Kim

AQUA DTU, Vejlsgvej 39, 8600 Silkeborg Midtjylland, Denmark
Tel: +45 28 968 477, Fax: +4535883150, E-Mail: kaa@aqua.dtu.dk

Baez Barrionuevo, José Carlos
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia, Centro Oceanografico de Malaga, Puerto Pesquero de Fuengirola s/n, 29640, Espafia
Tel: +34 669 498 227, E-Mail: josecarlos.baez@ieo.csic.es

Borrego Santos, Ricardo

Centro Oceanografico de Malaga (IEO - CSIC), Explanada de San Andrés (Muelle 9), Puerto de Malaga, 29002 Malaga,
Espafia

Tel: +34 952 197 124, E-Mail: ricardo.borrego@ieo.csic.es

Bottero, Fabio
Universita di Genova - DISTAV, Corso Europa 26, 16132 Genova, Italy
Tel: +39 346 247 7693, E-Mail: fabio.bottero@gmail.com

Cabello de los Cobos Labarquilla, Martin
AZTI, Herrera Kaia, Portualdea z/g, 20110 Guiptizcoa, Espaiia
Tel: +34 650 928 513; +34 946 574 000, E-Mail: mcabello@azti.es; martincabellocobos@gmail.com

Casaiias Machin, Ivan

Personal Técnico de Apoyo, Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia, C. Farola del Mar, n? 22, San Andrés, 38180 Santa Cruz
de Tenerife, Espafia

E-Mail: ivan.casanas@ieo.csic.es

Coelho, Rui

Researcher, Portuguese Institute for the Ocean and Atmosphere, I.P. (IPMA), Avenida 5 de Outubro, s/n, 8700-305
Olhao, Portugal

Tel: +351 289 700 508, E-Mail: rpcoelho@ipma.pt

Déniz Gonzalez, Santiago Félix
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia, C/ La Farola del Mar n @ 22 - Darsena Pesquera, 38180 Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Espafia
Tel: +34 646 152 724, E-Mail: santiago.deniz@ieo.csic.es

“Head Delegate.
1 Some delegate contact details have not been included following their request for data protection.
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Erauskin-Extramiana, Maite
AZTI, Herrera Kaia, Portualdea z/g, 20110 Pasaia, Gipuzkoa, Espafia
Tel: +34 634 210 341, E-Mail: merauskin@azti.es

Ergolavou, Anna

Ministry of Rural Development and Food, DG for Sustainable Fisheries, Directorate Control of Fishing Activities and
Fishery Products, 150, A. Sygrou Avenue, 17671 Athens, Greece

Tel: +30 2109287135, Fax: +30 210 928 7130, E-Mail: aergolavou@minagric.gr

Fernandez Costa, Jose
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia-CSIC, 15001 A Coruiia, Espafia
Tel: +34 981 218 151, E-Mail: jose.costa@ieo.csic.es

Garibaldi, Fulvio

University of Genoa - Dept. of Earth, Environment and Life Sciences, Dipartimento si Scienze della Terra, dell'’Ambiente
e della Vita (DISTAV), Corso Europa, 26, 16132 Genova, Italy

Tel: +39 335 666 0784; +39 010 353 8576, Fax: +39 010 357 888, E-Mail: fulvio.garibaldi@unige.it; garibaldi.f@libero.it

Lacambra Andreu, Lola
IEO - CSIC, Calle Corazén de Maria, 8, 28002 Madrid, Espafia
Tel: +34 665 683 134, E-Mail: lola.lacambra@ieo.csic.es

Lino, Pedro Gil

Research Assistant, Instituto Portugués do Mar e da Atmosfera - I.P./IPMA, Avenida 5 Outubro s/n, 8700-305 Olhao,
Faro, Portugal

Tel: +351 289 700508, E-Mail: plino@ipma.pt

Onandia, Iiiigo
Investigador, AZTI, Txatxarramendi ugartea z/g, 48395 Sukarrieta, Bizkaia, Espafia
Tel: +34 946 574 000; +34 629 207 124, E-Mail: ionandia@azti.es

Oporto Guerrero, Tatiana

Centro Oceanografico de Malaga (IEO-CSIC), Explanada de San Andrés (Muelle 9). Puerto de Malaga, 29002 Malaga,
Espafia

Tel: +34 644 895 608, E-Mail: tatiana.oporto@ieo.csic.es

Patrocinio Ibarrola, Teodoro
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia-CSIC, 15001 A Coruiia, Espafia
Tel: +34 981 218 151, E-Mail: teo.ibarrola@ieo.csic.es

Puerto Gonzalez, Miguel Angel

Centro Oceanografico de Malaga (IEO-CSIC), Explanada de San Andrés (Muelle 9). Puerto de Malaga, 29006 Malaga,
Espafia

Tel: +34 686 820 188, E-Mail: mapuerto@ieo.csic.es

Ramos Alonso, M2 Lourdes
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia (IEO), Centro Oceanografico de Canarias, C/ Farola del Mar, 22 Darsena pesquera,
38180 Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Espaiia; Tel: +34 922 549400, Fax: +34 922 549 400, E-Mail: mlourdes.ramos@ieo.csic.es

Rouyer, Tristan
Ifremer - Dept Recherche Halieutique, B.P. 171 - Bd. Jean Monnet, 34200 Sete, Languedoc Roussillon, France
Tel: +33 782 995 237, E-Mail: tristan.rouyer@ifremer.fr

Waters, Catherine
Section Manager, Marine Institute, Fisheries Ecosystems Advisory Services, F28PF65 Newport, Ireland
E-Mail: catherine.waters@marine.ie

NIGERIA

Garba, Usman *

Ministry of Marine and Blue Economy, Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture, 1 Wilmont Point Road, Off Ahmadu
Bello Way, 101241 Victoria Island, Lagos

Tel: +234 802 086 3461; +234 706 819 6006, E-Mail: garbashafa@gmail.com



AD HOC WORKING GROUP ON COORDINATION OF TAGGING INFORMATION — ONLINE, 2026

Hungevu, Ruth Funmilola

Data analyst for Nigeria, Federal Ministry of Marine and Blue Economy, Federal Department of Fisheries & Aquaculture,
1 Wilmot Point, Off Ahmadu Bello, Victoria Island, Lagos, 101241

Tel: +234 803 071 3503, E-Mail: olufunmiomotade@gmail.com

SIERRA LEONE

Mansaray, Mamoud

Principal Fisheries Officer, Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources (MFMR), 7th Floor Youyi Building, Freetown
Tel: +232 762 55590, E-Mail: mansaraymamoud85@gmail.com

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Ghargqan, Ziyad

Representative of the Director General, Director of International Cooperation, Al Salam ST, Binnish, Idleb
Tel: +963 968 059 005, E-Mail: ziadgharqan@gmail.com

TUNISIA

Amami, Bacher

Direction Générale de la Péche et de I'Aquaculture, Tinja, 7032 Bizerte
Tel: +216 285 52112, E-Mail: becher.amami@gmail.com

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

Righton, David

Fisheries Scientist, Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas), Pakefield Road, Lowestoft,
Suffolk NR33 OHT

Tel: +44 793 286 1575; +44 150 252 4359, E-Mail: david.righton@cefas.gov.uk

Wright, Serena

Fisheries Scientist, Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas), ICCAT Tagging Programme, St.
Helena, Pakefield Road, Lowestoft NR33 ONG

Tel: +44 1502 52 1338; +44 797 593 0487, E-Mail: serena.wright@cefas.co.uk

UNITED STATES

Carlson, John

NOAA Fisheries Service-Sustainable Fisheries Division, 3500 Delwood Beach Road, Florida Panama City 32408-7403
Tel: +1 850 624 9031, Fax: +1 850 624 3559, E-Mail: john.carlson@noaa.gov

Lauretta, Matthew
Fisheries Biologist, NOAA Fisheries Southeast Fisheries Center, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149
Tel: +1 305 209 6699, E-Mail: matthew.lauretta@noaa.gov

Orbesen, Eric
Research Fish Biologist, NOAA, 75 Virginia Beach Dr., Miami, Florida 33149
Tel: +1 786 368 7560, E-Mail: eric.orbesen@noaa.gov

Snodgrass, Derke
Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA Fisheries, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami FL 33149
Tel: +1 305 304 9731, E-Mail: derke.snodgrass@noaa.gov

URUGUAY

Domingo, Andrés

Direccién Nacional de Recursos Acudaticos - DINARA, Laboratorio de Recursos Pelagicos, Constituyente 1497, CP 11200
Montevideo; Tel: +5982 400 46 89, Fax: +5982 401 32 16, E-Mail: dimanchester@gmail.com

Mas, Federico

Direccién Nacional de Recursos Acuaticos - DINARA, Laboratorio de Recursos Peldgicos, Constituyente 1497, 11200
Montevideo

Tel: +5989 890 2293, E-Mail: f. masbervejillo@gmail.com; fmas@mgap.gub.uy
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OTHER PARTICIPANTS

SCRS CHAIR

Brown, Craig A.

SCRS Chairperson, Supervisory Research Fisheries Biologist, Sustainable Fisheries Division, Southeast Fisheries Science
Center, National Marine Fisheries Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149, United States

Tel: +1 305 586 6589, E-Mail: craig.brown@noaa.gov

SCRS VICE CHAIR

Cardoso, Luis Gustavo

SCRS Vice-Chairperson, Italy Av. Km 8, 96217192 Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil
Tel: +55 53 999010168, E-Mail: cardosolgl5@gmail.com

kkkkk

ICCAT Secretariat
C/ Corazén de Maria 8 - 6th floor, 28002 Madrid - Spain
Tel: +34 91 416 56 00; Fax: +34 91 415 26 12; E-mail: info@iccat.int

Manel, Camille Jean Pierre
Neves dos Santos, Miguel
Ortiz, Mauricio

Mayor, Carlos

Alemany, Francisco

De Andrés, Marisa
Deprez, Bruno

Garcia, Jests

Kimoto, Ai

Paga, Alfonso
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Appendix 3
List of presentations
Doc Ref Title Authors
SCRS/P/2026/001 | Overview on ICCAT tagging programmes Garcia J., Pagd A., Alemany F.
SCRS/P/2026/002 | Rewarding related to tag recoveries Garcia J., Pagd A., Alemany F.
SCRS/P/2026/003 = Update on the performance of eTAGs Garcia ], Pagd A, Alemany F.
SCRS/P/2026,/004 Update on eTAGs DataBase and European Tacking Pag A, Garcia J., Alemany F.
Network issues

10



AD HOC WORKING GROUP ON COORDINATION OF TAGGING INFORMATION — ONLINE, 2026

Appendix 4
SCRS presentations abstracts as provided by the authors

SCRS/P/2026/001 - The Secretariat presented a brief overview of the conventional and electronic tagging
related activities within past and current ICCAT research programmes managed by the Secretariat,
including also info from other national tagging programmes that has been reported to ICCAT, updated to
31st December 2025. A summary table detailing the total number of conventional tags released (751,520)
and recovered (55,325) for each of the main ICCAT species was provided, showing a great range of recovery
rates, from 2% in Atlantic white marlin to 23% inf bigeye tuna, with an average for all species of 7%.
Secretariat also informed about the total number of electronic tags released by species and by type of
electronic tag (acoustic, internal or pop up) in the case of ICCAT owned tags. Additionally, the Secretariat
informed the Group on the current awareness and rewarding activities, to promote tag recoveries, such as
the annual lottery held since 1990 during the SCRS Plenary meeting.

SCRS/P/2026/002 - The Secretariat presented an update on the number of electronic tags physically
recovered from 2015 whose reward costs were assumed by ICCAT, by type of tag and year, in order to
illustrate the increasing trend in recoveries and its implications for the budgets of tagging programmes. The
data showed a marked increase in pop up tags recoveries for BFT during the period 2023-2025, as well as
a significant increase in recoveries of internal electronic tags for ALB in 2025, while recoveries in other
programmes (e.g. SHK, BIL and SWO) remained more or less constant. The Secretariat presented draft
proposals aimed at containing the increasing rewarding costs (including a 50% of the reduction of reward
amounts, discontinuation of the lottery scheme and limiting reward payments to ICCAT-owned tags).

SCRS/P/2026/003 - The Secretariat presented an updated analysis of the transmission performance of
ICCAT owned pop-up satellite archival tags (PSATSs), focusing on Wildlife Computers miniPATs. Such
analysis was based on metadata provided by the tags manufacturer, metadata reported by the CPCs teams
deploying the tags and those available from the internal inventory maintained by the ICCAT Secretariat. All
available information was cleaned, consolidated and structured within a centralized relational database,
updated until 31 December 2025. A total of 765 datasets from miniPATs deployed across several ICCAT
programmes were analysed, of which 660 transmitted data. Tag performance was evaluated using multiple
indicators, including transmission success, number of days transmitting, total number of messages received,
and the proportion of light-based geolocation (lightloc) data transmitted. Results were examined by
tagware version and by tag manufacturing year. The analysis confirmed a marked decrease in transmission
performance for tags manufactured between 2020 and 2023, consistent with previously identified battery-
related issues. From 2023 onwards, a progressive improvement in performance was observed, coinciding
with the introduction of new tagware versions specifically designed to prevent battery passivation and
resolve reset-related problems. Among the most recent versions, tagware 2.5h showed the most balanced
overall performance in terms of transmission duration and volume of messages received. An additional
evaluation of light-based geolocation data indicated that tags from the 18P to 22P series showed relatively
low proportions of transmissions with lightloc values above the 30% threshold, whereas this proportion
increase in the more recent 24P and 25P series, in which a higher percentage of tags exceeded the 30%
lightloc threshold considered necessary for reliable track reconstruction.

SCRS/P/2026/004 - The Secretariat informed the Working Group about the progress in the development of
the eTAGs database and the next steps in this project. It was highlighted that the database is already
operative, and dashboards to facilitate the visualization of the available info have been created, but for some
species the percentage of data sets uploaded is still limited, due to technical problems in some tags models
an large files. The plan for 2026 is to push up the database development, addressing the technical problems
detected, which will allow to complete the data ingestion. To achieve this objective the Secretariat will count
on the support of an external expert. The Working Group was also informed about the progress in the
collaboration with the European Tracking Network (ETN), initiated in 2022 following a recommendation
from SCRS to leverage synergies between both institutions. Specifically, in 2024 ICCAT, under the GBYP
program, supported the deployment of 28 tags owned by the EU STRAITS project in Southern Portugal,
whose metadata and detections have been already uploaded to ETN DB and are available for ICCAT. In
addition, in 2025 and in the same area, ICCAT, in collaboration with IPMA and IFAPA deployed 33 ICCAT
GBYP owned acoustic tags, whose metadata have been uploaded in the ETN DB, within the first ICCAT
projectin ETN created to this end.
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Appendix 5

Terms of Reference for the Ad Hoc Working Group on Coordination of Tagging Information

These Terms of Reference were drafted following a decision taken by the SCRS in 2024 to reactivate the Ad
Hoc Working Group on the Coordination of Tagging Information (hereafter, the Group).

The objective of the Group is to facilitate coordination among tagging programs conducted within the
Convention area and to address issues of common relevance to tagging activities, acting in a horizontal
coordinating capacity among species groups, with a view to resolving common challenges and sharing past
experiences.

The Group will meet as required by the SCRS. The Group's work will encompass the specific tasks listed

below, inter alia.

1.

2.

3.

Coordination (in collaboration with the Secretariat)

a.

b.

Continue the development and maintenance of conventional and electronic databases,
incorporating feedback from Species Groups and conveying it to the Secretariat.
Review, revise and update tag-related information on ICCAT’s web page
i. Poster formats

ii. Tagging procedures

iii. Electronic forms (TG01, TG02, TGO3)
Develop and maintain tag catalogues, including stock control, and distribution of tags
(conventional and electronic) and materials (i.e. applicators, posters, etc.).
Coordinate between SGs when dedicated tagging activities are developed, so that these
activities may also benefit multiple SG’s objectives at once.
Serve as a liaison, in a coordinating capacity, between Species Groups, the Secretariat, and
tag manufacturers, with a view to centralizing and channeling scientific requirements,
technical difficulties, and requests for tags and tagging materials.

Monitoring (in collaboration with the Secretariat)

a.
b.

Advice
a.

Tag performance
Tag-related failures and problems

Inform Species groups on the latest developments in electronic tags and provide advice on
the best available options to tackle their scientific needs and research objectives (newly
developed tags, sensors, technologies, etc.).
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