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ICCAT CIRCULAR # 07111 / 2026 

 
SUBJECT: WORKSHOP FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE BYCATCH RESEARCH AND DATA 

COLLECTION PROGRAMME (BReP) (Malaga, Spain, 27-30 October 2026) 
 
 
The 2026 Workplan for the Ecosystems and Bycatch Subcommittee (SC-ECO) identified the need to finalize 
the Bycatch Research and Data Collection Programme (BReP) for its potential approval in 2027. To this end, 
the Commission approved a workshop in 2026, which has now been scheduled between 27-30 October in 
Málaga (Spain) and will be held at the Spanish Institute of Oceanography (IEO/CSIC). The workshop will 
have a hybrid format but no interpretation services will be available during the workshop, therefore 
discussions will be held in English. 
 
Furthermore, in the framework of the SC-ECO’s activities, it was recognized that coordination with other 
Ecosystems and Bycatch Groups within tuna Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (t-RFMOs) was 
needed to explore and reflect on different approaches for assessing and mitigating similar bycatch issues. 
Therefore, it is planned to include such coordination within the activities of the BReP. Moreover, the work 
initiated in May 2026 will be continued during the workshop to identify joint objectives among the t-RFMOs 
related to bycatch, including methodologies for data analysis, advances on possible mitigation measures, 
best practice guidelines, and ways to harmonize measures, among other issues. 
 
A revised version of the draft version of the BReP document presented at the Subcommittee meeting last 
May will be brought to the workshop. To this end, the document will be circulated during September 2026 
in the three ICCAT official languages. Editorial suggestions and/or comments shall be sent to Dr Andrés 
Domingo (dimanchester@gmail.com) by 17 October 2026 at the latest. During the workshop all points of 
the document will be reviewed, and some tables will be revised to identify knowledge gaps, serving as a 
guide for developing work proposals. 
 
The workshop format will be in person and online (hybrid) using the ZOOM platform. Working hours will 
be from 9:00 to 18:00 (Madrid time, CET). In order to organize the workshop in advance of the session, in 
particular, regarding the number of participants, you are kindly requested to send to the Secretariat a list of 
delegates who will participate in the workshop by 25 September 2026. Any late submission of the official 
delegation may cause a delay in providing participants with access to the workshop and the related 
documents. All participants must also register for the meeting by 25 September 2026 using the online 
registration form which will be available shortly on the current meetings page of our website. 
 
I would be grateful if you could distribute this announcement to qualified individuals who might be 
interested. 
 
Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 
Executive Secretary 

 

 
  Camille Jean Pierre Manel 

http://www.iccat.int/
http://www.iccat.int/
https://www.csic.es/es/el-csic/organizacion/institutos-centros-y-unidades/centro-oceanografico-de-malaga
https://www.csic.es/es/el-csic/organizacion/institutos-centros-y-unidades/centro-oceanografico-de-malaga
mailto:dimanchester@gmail.com
mailto:dimanchester@gmail.com
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 DISTRIBUTION: 
−   Commission Officers: 
 

Commission Chair: Z. Driouich  COC Chair:  D. Campbell   
First Vice Chair:  COC Vice Chair: Y. Vergara 
Second Vice Chair: E. Penas Lado PWG Chair:   N. Ansell  
Chairs and Vice Chairs Panels 1-4 PWG Vice Chair: M.D. King 
SCRS Chair: C. Brown STACFAD Chair: L. Marot 
SCRS Vice Chair L.G. Cardoso STACFAD Vice Chair: B. Chavarría 

 
−    Head Delegates / Head Scientists 
 
−    Cooperating Non-contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities  
 

Attachment: Tentative workshop programme and additional information for participants. 
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Tentative workshop programme 

 
 
27 October 
 

1. Opening of the Workshop and introduction of participants 
 

2. Presentation of the BReP, discussion, and approval of the working methodology 
 

3. Presentation of the process initiated for coordination among the bycatch groups of the RFMOs, 
discussion, and approval of the working methodology 

 
4. Selection of rapporteurs 

 
5. Group work (review of tables, information gaps) 

 
28 October 
 

6. Presentation of progress 
 

7. Discussion and group work between BReP and RFMOs (review of tables, information gaps, 
definition of priorities) 

 
29 October 
 

8. Presentation of progress 
 

9. Discussion and group work between BReP and RFMOs (review of tables, information gaps, 
definition of priorities) 

 
30 October 
 

10. Presentation of progress 
 

11. Presentation and approval of the BReP proposal 
 

12. Presentation and approval of report 
 
 
  

http://www.iccat.int/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Corazón de María, 8 – 28002 MADRID – Spain, Espagne, España – Tel: +34 91 416 56 00 – Fax +34 91 415 26 12 – www.iccat.int - info@iccat.int 
 

  

COMISION INTERNACIONAL PARA LA 
CONSERVACION DEL ATUN ATLANTICO 

COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA 
CONSERVATION DES THONIDES DE L’ATLANTIQUE 

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS 

 
Additional information for participants 

 
1. Date and venue 
 
The workshop will be held in person and online on 27-30 October 2026, and will be held at Centro 
Oceanográfico de Málaga, Explanada de San Andrés s/n muelle 9, Málaga (Spain). The workshop hours 
will be from 9:00 - 18:00 CET. 
 
2.  Contact information 
 
Chair:  

Dr Andrés Domingo  
Centro de Investigación y Conservación Marina (CICMAR) 
Av. Giannattasio Km. 30.4, Canelones, Uruguay 
Tel: +598 092 114 545 
 

Secretariat contact:  
Dr Nathan Taylor  
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 
C/ Corazón de María 8, 7th floor  
28002, Madrid, Spain 
Tel: +34 91 416 5600 

 
3.  Language 
 
Following the recommendations from the SCRS and the decision of the Commission in 2025, language 
interpretation will not be provided during the workshop. 
 
4.  Call for scientific papers and presentations 
 
Participants are encouraged to submit editorial suggestion and/or comments to the revised version of the 
draft version of the BReP - the document was presented at the 2026 Subcommittee on Ecosystems and 
Bycatch meeting held last May - shall be sent to Dr Andrés Domingo (dimanchester@gmail.com) by 
17 October 2026 at the latest. During the workshop all points of the document will be reviewed, and some 
tables will be revised to identify knowledge gaps, serving as a guide for developing work proposals. 
 
5.  Registration  
 
Participants are kindly requested to register for the workshop by 25 September 2026 at the latest. Early 
registration is essential for the ICCAT Secretariat to ensure the setting up of the online platform. Online 
registration must be completed through the ICCAT meetings page or the Registration form. All delegates 
from CPCs wishing to attend the workshop must notify in advance their Head Delegate or Head Scientist to 
ensure that they are included in the official list that must be sent to the ICCAT Secretariat by 
25 September 2026.  
 
6.  Online settings 
 
The ICCAT Secretariat is using the Zoom application for the online meeting. You can find the hardware 
requirements to join an online meeting at the following link: Zoom Hardware requirements. We strongly 
suggest using headphones with a microphone to be able to hear and speak comfortably during the meeting.  
 
A brief and clear introduction of the application can be found in Zoom overview, if you have further 
questions, please contact the ICCAT Secretariat for support. All participants duly registered will receive an 
e-mail through the online platform with a link to join the meeting. 
 

http://www.iccat.int/
mailto:dimanchester@gmail.com
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mailto:dimanchester@gmail.com
https://www.iccat.int/en/Meetings.html
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/204772869-Zoom-Rooms-User-Guide
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/360034967471-Getting-started-guide-for-new-users

	Additional information for participants



