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Madrid, le 22 mai 2026 

 

CIRCULAIRE ICCAT nº 04097 / 2026 
 
 
OBJET : APPEL D'OFFRES - VALIDATION DE L'ÂGE DU LISTAO A L'AIDE DE LA METHODE DU 

CARBONE BOMBE RADIOACTIF 
 
 
J’ai le plaisir de vous faire parvenir ci-joint un appel d'offres concernant la « Validation de l'âge du listao à 
l'aide de la méthode du carbone bombe radioactif » à réaliser dans le cadre du Programme de recherche et 
de collecte de données pour les thonidés tropicaux (TTRaD) », conformément au plan de travail du SCRS 
pour cette année. 
 
Je vous serais reconnaissant de bien vouloir distribuer cet appel d'offres aux personnes et institutions 
qualifiées susceptibles d'être intéressées. 
 
L'ICCAT sollicite une offre pour procéder à ce travail, à élaborer conformément aux Termes de référence ci-
joints. L'offre détaillée devra être soumise à l'attention exclusive du Secrétaire exécutif de l'ICCAT, M. 
Camille Jean Pierre Manel, en ajoutant à Mme Stasa Tensek en copie, avant le 3 juin 2026. 
 
Je vous prie d’agréer l’expression de ma parfaite considération. 

 
Secrétaire exécutif 

 
Camille Jean Pierre Manel 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION : 
 
− Mandataires de la Commission : 

Présidente de la Commission: Z. Driouich Président du COC : D. Campbell 

Premier vice-Président : R. Chong  Vice-Présidente du COC : Y. Vergara 

Deuxième vice-Président : E. Penas Lado  Président du PWG :  N. Ansell 

Présidents et vice-Présidents des Sous-commissions 1 à 4 Vice-Présidente du PWG : M. D. King 

Président du SCRS : C. Brown Présidente du STACFAD: L. Marot 

Vice-Président du SCRS : L. G. Cardoso Vice-Président du STACFAD : B. Chavarría 

 
− Chefs de délégation/chefs scientifiques 

 
− Parties, Entités ou Entités de pêche coopérantes 
 
Pièce jointe : Termes de référence – Validation de l'âge du listao à l'aide de la méthode du carbone bombe radioactif (en anglais 
uniquement). 
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Terms of Reference 

 
Skipjack age validation using bomb radiocarbon 

 
 
1. Background 

The Tropical Tuna Research and Data Collection Plan has a primary aim to focus on the development and 
coordination of science and science-related activities needed to support provision of sound scientific advice 
for the conservation and management of tropical tuna in the Atlantic. In 2025, the Tropical Tuna species 
group established the priorities for the activities to be developed within Research Plan during 2026-27 
which were approved by the SCRS and the Commission during the 2025 Annual Meeting. 
 
While there are many knowledge gaps as regards skipjack biology, the uncertainty in age validation remains 
an important data gap. The most recent stock assessments for skipjack stocks used three scenarios of 
growth to account for this lack of information, which also affected natural mortality estimates. To reduce 
this uncertainty, the Group recommended that a validated reference age collection and standardized age 
key for input in stock assessment be produced. Therefore, a study on age validation was planned to be 
started in 2026, with potential to be carried out in 2026 and 2027. 
 
 
2. Objective  

To undertake an age-validation study for skipjack tuna, i.e. using bomb radiocarbon methodology, with a 
focus on validating the growth band deposition periodicity throughout the lifespan and early growth of 
skipjack tuna.  
 
 
3. Contractor tasks  

The Contractor will work in close consultation with the ICCAT Secretariat and will provide a detailed 
description of how work will be progressed. The following activities should be developed:  
 
1) Contact laboratories (university and national institutes, and museum collection) which have offered 
otolith/spine samples and request that they are provided/shared for the age validation work. Organize the 
sample exchange and transport to the processing laboratories.  
 
2) Preliminary sample processing and laboratory work related to age validation of SKJ, preferably using 
bomb radiocarbon methodology.  
 
3) Initial data analysis and interpretation of the results.  
 
4) Attend the 2026 September Tropical Tuna Species Group Meeting, where an SCRS Document should be 
provided and presented related to progress with the work carried out.  
 
 
4. Deliverables  

Deliverable #1. A progress report, including an overview of samples collected to date, in a form of an SCRS 
document, shall be submitted by 7 September 2026 and presented at the Tropical Tunas Species 
Group Meeting (14-16 September 2026). 

 
Deliverable #2. A draft final document, to be prepared in a form of an SCRS document, shall be submitted 

by 1 December 2026 and include a: 
a) Executive summary. 
b) Full description of the work carried out. 
c) Description and interpretation of preliminary results 
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d) Any difficulties related to the current work.  
e) Proposals for further activities to be developed for achieving the objectives of the project.  

 
Deliverable #3. A final report, prepared taking into account all comments and revisions made by the 

relevant SCRS officers and the ICCAT Secretariat on draft final document, shall be provided by 31 
December 2026. 

 
 
5. Contractor minimum qualifications  

• Documented multi-year experience on age validation work, preferably with experience in 
Tropical tuna species.  

• Availability of sufficient qualified scientific and technical staff to carry out the activities. 
• Excellent working knowledge of one of the three official languages of ICCAT (English, French, 

Spanish). A high level of knowledge of English is highly desirable.  
 

6. Submission of proposals 

The proposals should be developed according to these Terms of Reference. The detailed offer shall be 
submitted by e-mail only to the attention of Mr. Camille Jean Pierre Manel (camille.manel@iccat.int), the 
ICCAT Executive Secretary, and Ms. Stasa Tensek (stasa.tensek@iccat.int), by 03 June 2026, including:  
 
 a) Acknowledgment of this Call for Tenders. 
 b) A detailed offer, based on the Terms of Reference of this Call for Tenders, describing the 

methodologies to be used.  
 c) The curriculum vitae of the principal scientist(s). 
 d) The curricula vitae of the institution(s) or entity(ies) involved. 

e) A detailed budget for the activities to be carried out, including unit prices (if applicable) and 
information on time to be assigned to the different work to be done (if applicable),  

f) The name, address, and telephone number of the tendering body and the focal point for the work 
and reporting components. 

 g) The bank account of the tendering body, (bank name, account number, IBAN and SWIFT codes), 
and the VAT identification code. 

h) A statement specifying the extent of agreement with all terms, conditions, and provisions herein 
included, particularly specifying the date for the draft final report (Deliverable #2) and the date 
for the final report (Deliverable #3). 

 
Offers that fail to furnish the required documentation or information, or that reject the terms and conditions 
of the Call for Tenders will not be considered.  
 
Contractors can be either research institutions, such as government or private laboratories, universities, 
private firms, individual scientists or other entities having the qualifications required.  
 
The Contractor should be available to report to any meeting requested by ICCAT. 

 
 

7. Duration of the contract 

The work under this contract will be concluded by 31 December 2026 at the latest. 
 

 
8. Payment details  

Disbursements will be made according to the following schedule:  
 

1. 50% of the total amount of the contract upon signing of the contract and after receiving a regular 
invoice which may be submitted at the latest 30 days after the signature of the contract. 
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2. 30% of the total amount of the contract upon the provision of the progress report (Deliverable 

#1) and after receiving a regular invoice. 
 

3. 20% of the total amount of the contract, after approval of the final report (Deliverable #3) and 
after receiving a regular invoice and a complete set of documents concerning the expenses 
incurred under the contract, no later than 31 December 2026. 

 
 

9. Selection of proposals 

The ICCAT Secretariat will review the offer(s). Following the revision process, the ICCAT Executive 
Secretary will notify the entity selected for the contract as soon as the selection process is completed. The 
contract will be awarded on the basis of competitive tendering and the evaluation of proposals will be 
undertaken objectively, consistently and without bias towards particular suppliers.  
 
Proposal(s) will be evaluated against a pre-determined set of criteria, which include: i) cost (30%); 
ii) proven track record (20%); iii) technical merit based on work plan (40%); and iv) flexibility as regards 
future changes in requirements (10%). 

 
 

10. Logistics  

All documents provided by the Contractor must be in MS Word or compatible software; tables must be in 
Excel format or compatible; figures and pictures must be in JPEG or TIFF format or compatible. Tagging data 
will be included in the ICCAT tagging database. All documents submitted must be in English.  

 
 

11. Copyright  

All the material produced by the Contractor will remain the property of the ICCAT, will be kept confidential, 
and cannot, in any case, be circulated by the Contractor. The scientific use of the data by the Contractor will 
always be notified to ICCAT in advance for clearance. 
 
For further information concerning this Call for Tenders, please contact the ICCAT Secretariat the following 
address: miguel.santos@iccat.int. 
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