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Analysis of ICCAT reporting obligations
(Information paper submitted by the European Union)

Background

ICCAT’s regulatory framework involves extensive and complex reporting obligations for Contracting Parties (CPCs). Over time, these obligations have grown significantly. Despite the increase in reporting, limited analysis has been undertaken to assess whether all obligations remain necessary and effective. This can result in unnecessary administrative burden, duplication, and uneven data quality. In that regard, the European Union, under its broader objective of regulatory simplification and digital transformation, is committed to financially support such an overdue analysis beginning in 2026.

Main Objectives

· Assess and evaluate the effectiveness and efficiency of current reporting systems and data flows.
· Assess and evaluate the accuracy and use of the data generated by the reporting requirements.
· Identify redundancies, inconsistencies, and inefficiencies in existing reporting obligations.
· Develop recommendations for streamlining, simplification, and improved cost-effective digitalisation of reporting.
· Support compliance monitoring by providing insights and tools for the ICCAT Compliance Committee.

Scope of Work

· Review all ICCAT Recommendations, Resolutions, and Rules related to reporting.
· Analyse reporting practices, data quality, and timelines across CPCs.
· Consult ICCAT Secretariat, CPC representatives, industry, NGOs or any other stakeholder deemed useful or necessary.
· Benchmark the effectiveness and efficiency of ICCAT practices against other Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs) in terms of burden for CPCs and resources deployed in the secretariat.
· Produce a comprehensive assessment and propose simplified, harmonised, and technology-enhanced reporting solutions.

Expected Impact

· A detailed report including policy recommendations for a more efficient, transparent, and coherent reporting system.
· Reduced administrative burden for CPCs and the ICCAT Secretariat.
· Improved data reliability and compliance, leading to better-informed management decisions.
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