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New documents

• New info on Spanish surface fishery (Doc 174)
• Strict updates for indices (Japan LL (181), TaiLL, 

USLL, Spain BB (175).
• New spatiotemporal models for spanish baitboat, 

trolling, and combined index (170)



ALBYP 
(SCRS/P/70)
e-tagging 

• 70 IATs deployed in 
2024, 21 recoveries (14% 
overall recovery rate)
• 50 tracks, >9000 days
• 16 full year tracks 
• First 2 year track

-> fidelity to Bay of Biscay
-> Some overwinter in the 
NE Atlantic



Archival tagging 
Reward posters



ALBYP: Reproductive biology

• New results presented for North (doc 211) and South (doc 
225), but need additional samples to finalize the study



North ALB MSE
• New MSE framework (docs 72,73,74): 
• Conditioning of reference and 

robustness Oms adopted.
• Observation error model with 

historical uncertainty adopted. 
• Test of current MP and model based 

alternatives
• Higher MSYs than before, max TAC 

hit more often.
• New TSD: 

https://iccat.github.io/nalb-mse-
2/TechSpec/Trial_Specs.html

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficcat.github.io%2Fnalb-mse-2%2FTechSpec%2FTrial_Specs.html&data=05%7C02%7Charri%40azti.es%7C49c3c33826e84a17c1b908ddfceab8f0%7C6219f1193e794e7facdea5750808cd9b%7C0%7C0%7C638944807233910345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f4rnoZbILJ2J4ou8Nr2GHvT0R%2FurhXNxiOenImgqjpE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficcat.github.io%2Fnalb-mse-2%2FTechSpec%2FTrial_Specs.html&data=05%7C02%7Charri%40azti.es%7C49c3c33826e84a17c1b908ddfceab8f0%7C6219f1193e794e7facdea5750808cd9b%7C0%7C0%7C638944807233910345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f4rnoZbILJ2J4ou8Nr2GHvT0R%2FurhXNxiOenImgqjpE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficcat.github.io%2Fnalb-mse-2%2FTechSpec%2FTrial_Specs.html&data=05%7C02%7Charri%40azti.es%7C49c3c33826e84a17c1b908ddfceab8f0%7C6219f1193e794e7facdea5750808cd9b%7C0%7C0%7C638944807233910345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f4rnoZbILJ2J4ou8Nr2GHvT0R%2FurhXNxiOenImgqjpE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficcat.github.io%2Fnalb-mse-2%2FTechSpec%2FTrial_Specs.html&data=05%7C02%7Charri%40azti.es%7C49c3c33826e84a17c1b908ddfceab8f0%7C6219f1193e794e7facdea5750808cd9b%7C0%7C0%7C638944807233910345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f4rnoZbILJ2J4ou8Nr2GHvT0R%2FurhXNxiOenImgqjpE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficcat.github.io%2Fnalb-mse-2%2FTechSpec%2FTrial_Specs.html&data=05%7C02%7Charri%40azti.es%7C49c3c33826e84a17c1b908ddfceab8f0%7C6219f1193e794e7facdea5750808cd9b%7C0%7C0%7C638944807233910345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f4rnoZbILJ2J4ou8Nr2GHvT0R%2FurhXNxiOenImgqjpE%3D&reserved=0


North ALB MSE (2026)

• Next steps to finalize new MSE: 
• Feedback with Panel 2 on performance statistics, 

alternative MPs, tuning (March intersessional).
• Test alternative MPs (empirical, mostly constant catch…)
• Tuning
• Finalize new MSE with alternative MPs



South ALB MSE
• Initial MSE for South Atlantic albacore to support adoption of a simulation-tested 

MP was conducted during 2025

• SALB MSE Technical Team (Reviewed by ALB SG & SCRS)

• GitHub: https://github.com/blue-matter/SALB-MSE • Site: https://salb-
mse.bluematterscience.com/ • TSD: https://salb-
mse.bluematterscience.com/TS.html

• OM Conditioning: From Stock Synthesis using the 2020 assessment datasets (1956–
2018).

• Uncertainty: (1) 200 stochastic life-history draws; (2) 9-OM grid varying M and h.

• Performance: Preliminary indicators vs the four objectives in Res. 24-09; see 
SCRS/2025/192.

• Next steps (2026): Update OMs considering key aspects of life history parameters 
and new assessment outputs.

https://github.com/blue-matter/SALB-MSE
https://github.com/blue-matter/SALB-MSE
https://github.com/blue-matter/SALB-MSE
https://github.com/blue-matter/SALB-MSE
https://github.com/blue-matter/SALB-MSE
https://salb-mse.bluematterscience.com/
https://salb-mse.bluematterscience.com/
https://salb-mse.bluematterscience.com/
https://salb-mse.bluematterscience.com/TS.html
https://salb-mse.bluematterscience.com/TS.html
https://salb-mse.bluematterscience.com/TS.html


Exceptional Circumstances
Response to Rec 21-04 Par. 4



MSE: Exceptional Circumstances

• 2024 catch below TAC



MSE: Exceptional Circumstances

• CPUEs within 2.5%-97.5% percentile range
              -> no exceptional circumnstances detected

 



Response to Comm MED

• 19.5. The SCRS shall provide an updated assessment of the state of the stock
on the basis of the most recent data available, Rec. 24-08, para 11

– Major uncertainties—particularly regarding catch data and the treatment
of the larval index— remain and continue to preclude a robust new
assessment. It therefore advises that the next full assessment be scheduled
not before 2027 and when these major uncertainties are addressed.



11/19/2025
14

ALB: Workplan 2026

2 intersessional meetings for SALB assessment and NALB MP 
iteration. 

SOUTH:
- SS3 assessment
- MSE development:

- Define Reference and Robustness OMs
- Performance indicators
- Define MPs
- Document

- ALBYP: Reproduction + tagging
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ALB: Workplan 2026

NORTH:
- Update índices
- Run MP
- Apply EC protocol 
- New MSE:

- Feedback PA2 
- Test alternative MPs
- Document

- ALBYP: reproduction + aging, tagging
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ALB: Workplan 2026

MEDITERRANEAN:

- Research: 
- Recovery of catch statistics and building alternative 

catch scenarios
- Albacore specific calibration for the larval index
- Growth model



ALB: Recommendations

Without €

- Improve Mediterranean task 
1 and work on potential 
catch scenarios

- Further refine 
Mediterranean research 
priorities (online meeting)

With € (by order of priority)
• • MSE development (North 

and South) 
• • Mediterranean larval survey 

calibration 
• • Biological studies (finalize 

reproductive and aging studies in 
north and south). 

• • Development of a Joint 
Northeast Atlantic juvenile index

• • E-tagging (North) 
• • E-tagging (South)
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