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Closing statement to Panel 2 by the United States 

(submitted by the United States)
The United States has long been a proponent and practitioner of sustainable management of Atlantic bluefin tuna at ICCAT. After many years of careful controls and monitoring, recovery of Atlantic bluefin tuna is an international success story where we are now seeing an unprecedented abundance on both sides of the Atlantic. We are encouraged by ICCAT’s adoption of the Recommendation to amend Recommendation 22-10 for a conservation and management plan for western Atlantic bluefin tuna (PA2-637A), which we see as a significant step in the right direction in recognizing the best available science on the extent of movement and mixing between the eastern and western stocks. We see a western TAC of 3,081 t as supportable by science. As presented by the SCRS, the 2018 western stock biomass of age 8+ fish was estimated by Close-Kin Mark Recapture (CKMR) at 21,000 t, and based on the western Atlantic bluefin tuna indices, that biomass has grown in the years since. Additionally, there is a substantial biomass of fish younger than age 8. Given that information on the health of the western stock, we believe a TAC of this amount will not lead to overfishing of the western bluefin tuna stock. 
The SCRS determined that the CKMR represented a breakthrough in our understanding of the western stock. We look forward to future incorporation of the latest indices, genetic research, and tagging results to quantify the nature and extent of mixing between eastern- and western-origin fish. We believe this is necessary to appropriately inform the upcoming management strategy evaluation review for Atlantic bluefin tuna. 
The United States thanks CPCs around the table for working to advance shared management of tuna stocks at the ICCAT 2025 annual meeting.
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