[bookmark: _Hlk107908354][bookmark: _Hlk107908355][bookmark: _Hlk107908359][bookmark: _Hlk107908360][bookmark: _Hlk107908361][bookmark: _Hlk107908362]PLE_131/2025
24/11/2025 8:53

Statement by the Republic of Guatemala
regarding the implementation of the timeline for biodegradable FADs
on the occasion of the 29th Meeting of the
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT)

(submitted and translated by Guatemala)

Mr. Chair,

The purpose of this intervention is to inform the Members of the Commission about the follow-up conducted by Guatemala—within the framework of the Central American countries and the reality of our ocean—regarding the implementation of the provisions related to Biodegradable FADs by the purse-seine fleet operating in the Atlantic Ocean, as well as the regional consultation process established in this regard.

This consultation process, conducted within the framework of the OSPESCA Working Group on Sharks and Highly Migratory Species, involves technical experts from the governments of the Member Countries of our region, as well as the tuna purse-seine industry, including vessels operating in both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Within this process, a series of significant challenges have been identified concerning the implementation of the provisions that will become applicable in 2026 within the ICCAT Convention Area. This assessment is being documented in detail and will be presented at the meeting to be held by Sub-Commission 1 at the beginning of 2026.

In this context, the Delegation of Guatemala wishes to express its concern regarding the overly ambitious implementation schedule adopted by ICCAT, which diverges considerably from the more realistic timeline adopted by the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC). A standardized implementation scheme across the various RFMOs is both reasonable and appropriate. While notable progress is indeed being made in the implementation of BIOFADs, substantial technical challenges remain in ensuring the exclusive use of Category I and II FADs as of 1 January 2026. For this reason, we wish to underscore the need to postpone the commencement of this exclusivity requirement, and to consider aligning ICCAT’s implementation schedule for Biodegradable FADs with that adopted by the IATTC—such that exclusivity would apply beginning in 2029.

While our countries are fully committed to the responsible management of FADs, ensuring the reduction of the impacts of fishing activities on the ecosystem, the short-term implementation of BIOFADs remains our objective. However, the evaluation of progress and the recognition of the efforts undertaken must take place with the understanding that the quality of outcomes is more important than a rushed process. We will be reporting our analysis to Sub-Commission 1, but we anticipate the need to restructure the current ICCAT implementation timeline for biodegradable FADs.

We respectfully request that this statement be included in the minutes of this Meeting.
