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Proposed amendments to draft Recommendation by ICCAT on mandating fins 
naturally attached to prevent fining 
(document previously submitted as PA4_807/2025 by the European Union) 

(submitted by Japan)

CONSCIOUS that the use of fin-to-carcass-weight ratios is not an adequate means of ensuring that sharks are not finned;

RECOGNIZING that in order to ensure prohibition of finning practice while addressing practical implementation problems, the fins naturally attached policy with alternative measures are implemented by the IOTC, IATTC and the WCPFC; 

[…]
[…]
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNA (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

1. CPCs shall prohibit the practice of finning (i.e. means the practice of removing any fin from a shark’s body and discarding its body prior to landing) and shall require that all sharks be landed with their fins naturally attached (fully or partially) at the point of first landing of the shark. 

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1, CPCs may authorize their vessels to implement one of the alternative measures listed below to comply with paragraph 1. CPCs shall implement enhanced monitoring efforts on its vessels authorized to implement the alternatives.

To ensure that individual shark carcasses and their corresponding fins can be easily identified by inspectors on board the vessel at any time, these alternatives shall be applied before sharks are stored in fish holds as soon as possible.

1) Each individual shark carcass is bound to the corresponding fins using rope or wire; or

2) Identical and uniquely numbered tags are attached to each shark carcass and its corresponding fins in a manner that inspectors can easily identify the matching of the carcass and fins at any time. Both the carcasses and fins shall be stored on board in the same hold.

2bis.	In clarification of paragraph 2, CPCs whose fishing vessels utilize one of the alternative measures listed in paragraph 2 shall prohibit fins from being stored, for drying or otherwise, anywhere outside of the fish hold. Any evidence of fins being stored or dried outside of the fish hold, such as on the fishing vessel’s deck, will be strictly interpreted as a violation of paragraph 2.

3. All CPCs shall include in their Annual Report, information on the implementation of the measures in paragraphs 1 and 2 as applicable, including: 1) how authorized vessels have enhanced their monitoring efforts; 2) how many vessels used the alternative measures in the previous year; 3) how compliance is enforced at sea and in port, including how possible incidents of disproportionate fin counts, high grading and species substitution have been addressed; 4) an explanation of why the fleet has adopted its fin-handling practice and 5) any other information PWG might deem necessary.

4. CPCs shall provide information to PWG on any enforcement difficulties encountered in the case of the alternative measures, from observer, electronic monitoring and landing inspection reports.

5. The ICCAT Secretariat shall compile the information provided by CPCs with respect to paragraphs 1 and 2 each year and make it available to PWG.




6. The PWG shall review and discuss the reports submitted in accordance with paragraphs 3 and 4. If a CPC who used the alternative measures does not provide information in accordance with paragraph 3 to ensure the effectiveness of the alternative measures set out in paragraph 2, paragraph 2 will not be applicable in the following years for that CPC until the CPC provides such the information to the PWG.

7. CPCs shall prohibit vessels flying their flag from retaining on board (including for crew consumption), transhipping, or landing any shark fins harvested in contravention of this Recommendation. 

8. CPCs shall take measures necessary to ensure that both carcasses and their corresponding fins are landed, in a manner that allows inspectors/observers to verify the correspondence between an individual carcass and its fins when they are landed or transshipped.
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