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Cuba wishes to express its sincere appreciation to the Chair of Panel 2 and to the other CPCs that submitted proposals on the fundamental issue of bluefin tuna quota allocation. 

The Cuban delegation wishes to highlight that our country historically had a longline tuna fleet that operated in the Atlantic, based in Las Palmas. This fleet was formed in the 1960s, when Cuba became one of four countries in the world using longline bluefin tuna techniques. Between 1960 and 1980, landings in Havana reached up to 700 t of bluefin tuna annually, demonstrating the historical presence of this fishery. 

Cuba has recently reaffirmed its membership to ICCAT. Currently, the Atlantic bluefin tuna stock is recovering and is expected to increase in the coming years. In this regard, Cuba kindly requests the allocation of 600 t of bluefin tuna, to be caught in the Eastern Atlantic, Mediterranean and Western Atlantic.

Cuba is a coastal State in the Atlantic and has the technical and legal capacity to responsibly manage an initial quota, in accordance with ICCAT Recommendations. Furthermore, our reincorporation provides us with the opportunity to recover part of the resource, contributing to the food security of our population.    

Cuba is committed to the objectives of conservation and sustainable management of the fish species regulated by the Organisation.  

We appreciate you consider our application and your kind consideration.
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