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The Tunisian delegation wishes to recall that Tunisia, a Mediterranean coastal country, is heavily dependent on fishing activities, a sector that contributes significantly to our GDP and is an essential source of income and stability for our coastal communities.

Within ICCAT, Tunisia has consistently honoured its obligations and participated fully in the collective effort to rebuild bluefin tuna stock. Our country has made significant sacrifices, notably through a substantial reduction in the number of tuna vessels, in order to contribute to the recovery of the stock and ensure the sustainable exploitation of this resource. Despite these constraints, Tunisia continues to fish 100% of its quota, illustrating the performance of its fleet and the rigour of its management.

We would also like to remind you that, in accordance with Recommendation 13-07, Tunisia had a historical allocation key of 7.88%, which reflected Tunisia's long-standing contribution to this fishery in the Mediterranean.

Today, with the confirmed recovery of the bluefin tuna stock, to which Tunisia has made a tangible contribution, our country considers it legitimate to request the reallocation of its historical allocation key, as set out in Recommendation 13-07.

This request is made in a spirit of fairness, recognition of Tunisia's efforts and support for a sector that is vital to our national economy, while maintaining a total commitment to the sustainable and responsible management of bluefin tuna.

Tunisia reaffirms its willingness to pursue constructive dialogue with all Parties to ensure the sustainability of the stock and the stability of the communities that depend on it.
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