PA2_626/2025
17/11/2025 9:31
Original: English
Statement to Panel 2 by Republic of Türkiye
(submitted by Türkiye)

Türkiye would like to extend its sincere appreciation to the Panel 2 Chair and other CPCs who submitted proposals on the critical issue of bluefin tuna quota allocation. 

Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna (BFTE) are an integral part of our marine ecosystem, fisheries, and traditions, with a presence dating back to ancient times (Di Natale 2015, SCRS/2014/047). Türkiye hosts one of the most important BFT spawning grounds in the Mediterranean, and its traditionally high catch figures - which reached 5,000 metric tons in the 1990s - highlight a fishery vital to the socio-economic resilience of our coastal communities and our export-oriented sector.

Türkiye has also been at the forefront of the BFTE stock recovery, making significant sacrifices, including a 90% reduction in fishing capacity that severely impacted its fishers’ livelihoods. However, this sacrifice has been disproportionate, as Türkiye has faced unjust quota allocations for nearly two decades. 

Based on ICCAT’s original 1993-1994 historical catch criterion, Türkiye is entitled to a 7.73% share (ranking forth). This right, consistent with agreed ICCAT standards (Rec. 98-05 & Rec. 00-09), has been unfairly ignored in quota allocations since 2007, resulting in a total quota loss of 12,500 tons.

We appreciate the Commission’s recognition of our position in 2018 and 2022, which initiated the gradual restoration of our historical share. We consider these discussions a crucial continuation of this restorative process.

Türkiye reinforces this position through active contributions to both ICCAT management and science. For the past 15 years, we have allocated significant voluntary resources to the Joint Inspection Scheme (JIS), including inspection boats, aerial assets, and inspectors. Furthermore, we contribute to the GBYP by funding extensive national larval and tagging surveys in the Eastern Mediterranean, in addition to our regular contributions.

We endorse the Panel 2 Chair's proposal to consider the CPC quota usage ratio as an indicator, as this approach will incentivize quota-holding CPCs to efficiently utilize their allocations through their fisheries development plans. 

We look forward to a solution that finally remedies this long-standing inequity for Türkiye and reflects our historical rights and contributions.
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