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Request for quota increase of eastern Atlantic bluefin tuna Thunnus thynnus (BFT) for Algeria
(submitted by Algeria)


Algeria would like to submit for your consideration a request for an increase in its fishing quota for bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus).

This request is based on historical and equitable considerations, as has been indicated during discussions on bluefin tuna allocations since March 2023.

In fact, Algeria suffered a significant and unjustified reduction in its quota in 2010, which resulted in the loss of its historical position among the Contracting Parties, falling from 5th position in 2009 to 8th position from 2010 onwards.

Despite the adjustments and commendable efforts made by the Commission as regards the Algerian quota since 2012, Algeria moved closer to its historical allocation key of 5% in 2022, without however having yet reached it, whereas the 2012 Recommendation (Rec. 12-03) clearly stipulated that this key should be restored as a matter of priority during the next TAC and allocation reviews.

Currently, with its share at around 5%, Algeria requests a quota that would allow it to regain the fifth position it held until 2010, given that no CPC has ever been in such a situation.

Only a non-proportional and equitable revision of its quota can compensate for the losses caused by this unjustified downgrading, which has had a negative impact on the sector at the national level, particularly coastal communities, for more than a decade.

Algeria remains available to provide any necessary clarifications that may assist the Commission in its review of this situation, and reiterates its full commitment to complying with the conservation measures adopted and to continuing its active involvement in monitoring, control and surveillance in pursuit of the common objectives of sustainable resource management.
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