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Clarifications requested on Recommendation 24-05
	
	
	Issue
	Request
	Comments by Türkiye
	Comments by Japan

	1. BFT Caging Reports
	With regard to the deadlines and data reporting under requirements M:BFT02 and M:BFT04, it should be noted that following the adoption of Recommendation 21-08, which replaced Recommendation 06-07, there is no longer a specific deadline for reporting caging and farming data.

According to the Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 22-08 establishing a multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean (Rec. 24-05), paragraphs 24 and 188:

“24.The ICCAT Secretariat shall compile statistics on the annual amount of caging (input of wild caught fish), harvesting, and export, by farm CPC, using the data in the eBCD system. The Standing Catch Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG) shall consider the development of such a data extraction functionality, and until such functionality becomes available each farm CPC shall report these statistics to the ICCAT Secretariat. These statistics shall be made available on the ICCAT website subject to confidentiality requirements.
[…]

Caging report

188.Within 15 days after the completion of the release orders, the farm CPC competent authority shall issue a caging report for each single caging operation, or in the case of a JFO or traps of the same CPC/EU Member State, for the complete set of caging operations related to that JFO or those traps. The caging report shall include the information referred to in Annex 9 paragraph 3 and be communicated to the catching flag or trap CPC competent authority and to the ICCAT Secretariat.”

The Secretariat considers that M:BFT02 and M:BFT04 represent related but distinct reporting requirements:

· M:BFT04 - Bluefin tuna caging report, refers solely to caging information, which includes both release and subsequent caging operations or caging alone where no release takes place. The deadline is explicitly stated as 15 days after the completion of the release, or if there is no release, it implies 15 days after the caging operation.
· M:BFT02 - Bluefin tuna farming reports, refers to other farming activities within the farm, such as intra-farm transfers, carry-over, harvests, etc., as listed in the CP09 form events table. These are not explicitly covered by the current Recommendation with a defined deadline.
	While the ICCAT website currently indicates a deadline for M:BFT02, this may seem vague or redundant, as caging and release operations are already addressed under M:BFT04. The lack of a clearly defined deadline in the current Recommendation could lead to confusion. 

The Secretariat should be grateful if the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures (PWG) and/or Panel 2 should provide guidance on clarifying the specific data required for each requirement, and on establishing an explicit deadline for these additional operations in the new BFTE Recommendation to be developed this year.
	Türkiye supports the definition of a deadline for reporting caging and farming data as implemented in the former recommendations. 
	

	2. BFT quotas for catching vessels over 24 m

	According to the Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 22-08 establishing a multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean (Rec. 24-05), paragraph 3:

“3. Each CPC shall take the necessary measures to ensure that the fishing effort of its catching vessels and its traps are commensurate with the bluefin tuna fishing opportunities available to that CPC in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean, including by establishing individual quotas for its catching vessels over 24 m included in the list referred to in paragraph 48 a) of this Recommendation.”

In light of the above, the Secretariat interprets that all catching vessels over 24 m in length overall (LOA) fishing actively for bluefin tuna, meaning those that target bluefin tuna during a given fishing season and are therefore active in the ICCAT Record of BFT Catching Vessels, must have a valid quota assigned, which should not be null or equal to zero. The latter may have implications, particularly given the interconnections with other systems linked to the Record of Vessels, such as the eBCD.

However, some CPCs have requested that the Secretariat maintain in the aforementioned list vessels whose quota is equal to zero.

	The Secretariat should be grateful if the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures (PWG) and/or Panel 2 should provide guidance on how to proceed and whether a null or zero quota is acceptable as an individual quota for catching vessels over 24 m.
	
	Japan understands that although catching vessels shall be registered with valid quota in the ICCAT Record of BFT Catching vessels, the vessels can be retained in the Record even after the allocated quota is fully consumed or transferred in order for the vessels to receive future quota transfers.

Japan designates, at the beginning of the fishing season, the vessels that will engage in BFT fishing for that year, in accordance with Paragraph 52 of Rec. 24-05. All the vessels have valid quotas, however, some vessels may need to transfer their quota before the end of fishing campaign.  Since Paragraph 53 of Rec. 24-05 restricts retroactive vessel registrations, recipient vessels must be registered before the beginning of the fishing activity. In some cases, the vessels which fully consumed/transferred their quota want to receive such transfer. Such vessels should be allowed to be listed in the Record even after having used up all the initial quota, i.e., zero quota.  
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