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Request for the Allocation of Bluefin Tuna (BFT) 
Catch Limits to the Republic of Panama as of 1 January 2026 and additional information 
(submitted by Panama)

ICCAT-Entrada E25-08257 of 21/07/2025


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
Panama Aquatic Resources Authority

Panama July 18, 2025
AG-891-2025

To Honorable
Mr. Shingo Ota
Chairman of Panel 2
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
ICCAT

Subject:	Request for the Allocation of Bluefin Tuna (BFT) Catch Limits to the Republic of Panama as of 1 January 2026

Dear Mr. Chairman,

I have the honour to convey to you the warmest greetings on behalf of the Acquatic and Marine Resources of the Republic of Panama (ARAP) and, at the same time, to formally submit our request for the allocation of Mediterranean bluefin tuna (BFT) catch limits, effective January 1, 2026. In this regard, we respectfully request that this proposal be included on the agenda of Panel 2 during the 29th Regular Meeting of the Commission, scheduled to take place from 17 to 24 November 2025.

In support of this request, we wish to emphasize that Panama has a documented record of Mediterranean BFT catches totaling 7,524 metric tons over a ten year period, with an average of 752 metric tons annually. Based on this historical track record, Panama respectfully requests the allocation of 650 metric tons of Mediterranean BFT.

These substantiated precedents provide an objective basis for our request and reflect the broader need to ensure more equitable participation of developing countries in the orderly and sustainable use of fishery resources a principle upheld by international resolutions and fully aligned with the spirit of the ICCAT Convention.

Panama is currently facing significant challenges within its fisheries sector. As a developing country, we consider this request a strategic opportunity to sustainably strengthen and support our national fishing industry.

If this allocation is approved, the Republic of Panama reaffirms its unwavering commitment to the implementation of ICCAT’s conservation and management measures. Our national fisheries authority operates under a strong regulatory framework, which includes fishing authorizations, satellite-based vessel monitoring systems (VMS), control and enforcement mechanisms, catch documentation systems, and a well-established record of cooperation with the Commission.

I take this opportunity to renew to you the assurances of my highest consideration. 

EDUARDO CARRASQUILLA D.
General Administrator 



ICCAT-Entrada E25-11711 of 09/10/2025

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
Panama Aquatic Resources Authority


Panama 8 October 2025.
AG-3035-2025

To Honorable
Mr. Shingo Ota
Chairman of Panel 2
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
ICCAT

Subject:	Additional information regarding Note AG-891-2025, through which Panama requested the allocation of 650 t of Atlantic bluefin tuna (BFT) catch limits as of 2026

Mr. Chairman,

I have the honor to convey to you the warmest regards on behalf of the Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá (ARAP), and to provide additional information in connection with our request for the allocation of Atlantic bluefin tuna (BFT) quotas in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean, with effect from 2026.

Further to our previous communications, we hereby submit the following information:

The BFT allocation is expected to be distributed among a maximum of four purse-seine vessels, with lengths ranging between 35 and 50 meters. Panama will authorize its vessels to participate in joint fishing operations under the framework of ICCAT Recommendations. The final destination of the catches will be fattening farms duly authorized by various CPCs. The operations of these vessels will be conducted under the observer scheme recommended by ICCAT. In addition, the monitoring of all related activities will also be carried out in accordance with ICCAT Recommendations and domestic regulations.

The aforementioned vessels will be equipped with their corresponding Vessel Monitoring System (VMS), which must remain operational at all times. Furthermore, the vessels will be required to report in their fishing logbooks during the authorization period all necessary information, including date, time, location (latitude and longitude), weight, and number of all Bluefin Tuna caught, including releases and discards.

I take this opportunity to renew to you the assurances of my highest consideration. 


EDUARDO CARRASQUILLA D.
General Administrator
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