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 FOREWORD 
 
 
 
The Chairman of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas presents his compliments to the 
Contracting Parties of the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (signed in Rio de Janeiro, 
May 14, 1966), as well as to the Delegates and Advisers that represent said Contracting Parties, and has the honor to 
transmit to them the "Report for the Biennial Period, 2000-2001, Part I (2000)", which describes the activities of 
the Commission during the first half of said biennial period. 
 
This issue of the Biennial Report contains the reports of the Twelfth Special Meeting of the Commission, held in 
Marrakech, Morocco, in November, 2000, and the reports of all the meetings of the Panels, Standing Committees and 
Sub-Committees, as well as some of the Working Groups.  It also includes a summary of the activities of the 
Secretariat and a series of National Reports of the Contracting Parties of the Commission, relative to their activities in 
tuna and tuna-like fisheries in the Convention Area. 
 
The Report for 2000 has been published in two volumes. Volume 1 includes the Reports of yhe Secretariat on its 
activities, the Proceedings of the Commission Meetings and the reports of all the associated meetings (with the 
exception of the Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics -SCRS), as well as the National Reports 
of the Contracting Parties of the Commission. Volume 2 contains the Report of the Standing Committee on Research 
and Statistics (SCRS) and its appendices. 
 
This Report has been prepared, approved and distributed in accordance with Article III, paragraph 9, and Article IV, 
paragraph 2-d, of the Convention, and Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission. The Report is available 
in the three official languages of the Commission: English, French and Spanish. 
 
 
 
 
 J. Barañano 
 Acting Commission Chairman 
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2000 FINANCIAL REPORT

1 The Financial Report presented at the 2000 Commission Meeting has been revised and updated to the close of Fiscal Year 2000.
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2000 FINANCIAL REPORT
(COM/00/7)1

1 Auditor’s Report - Fiscal Year 1999

The Executive Secretary transmitted a copy of the Auditor’s Report to the governments of all the Contracting
Parties in April, 2000. The General Balance at the close of Fiscal year 1999 (Statement 1) showed a balance in Cash
and Bank of 45,722,554 Pesetas, corresponding to the available in the Working Capital fund (37,347,542 Pesetas),
to advances on future contributions accumulated at the close of Fiscal year 1999 (185,372 Pesetas), and to the
available in funds for other programs (8,239,640 Pesetas).

The balance of accumulated pending contributions at the close of Fiscal Year 1999 (corresponding to 1999 and
to previous years) amounted to 213,965,099 Pesetas.

2 Financial Status of the 1st half of the Biennial Budget - Fiscal Year 2000

All the financial operations of the Commission corresponding to Fiscal Year 2000 were accounted for in Pesetas.
The accounting entries which originated in U.S. dollars are also registered in Pesetas, applying the official monthly
exchange rates facilitated by the United Nations.

The 2000 Regular Budget (245,752,000 Pesetas) was approved by the Commission at its 16th Regular Meeting
(Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, November 1999). The General Balance Sheet (Statement 2) reflects the Assets and
Liabilities at the close of Fiscal Year 2000, and are shown in detail in Tables 1 to 6.

Statement 1 shows the status of the contributions of each Contracting Party at the close of Fiscal Year 2000.

Of the total budget approved, income received towards 2000 contributions amounted to 177,875,554 Pesetas at
the close of the Fiscal Year. Only 14 of the 28 Contracting Parties included in this Budget have paid their total
contribution (Angola, Canada, China, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, France-St. Pierre & Miquelon, European Community,
Japan, Korea, Morocco, Namibia, Panama, Tunisia, and United States). United Kingdom-Overseas Territories paid
88.17% of its 2000 contribution (4,101,780 Pesetas); Russia paid 99.6% (3,509,365 Pesetas); South Africa has paid
99.94% (4,822,948 Pesetas); and Trinidad and Tobago paid 32.01% (1,338,976 Pesetas). Advances received in 1999
from China (35,167 Pesetas) and Tunisia (150,205 Pesetas) were applied towards payment of their 2000
contributions. Advances totaling 1,508,534 Pesetas were also received from Angola (80,259 Pesetas), from China
(72,413 Pesetas), and Tunisia (1,355,861 Pesetas) will be applied towards payment of their future contributions.

The contributions to the 2000 Regular Budget that were pending payment by the Contracting Parties, at the close
of Fiscal Year 2000, amounted to 67,876,446 Pesetas.

The total accumulated debt from budgetary and extra-budgetary contributions, at the close of Fiscal Year 2000,
amounted to 229,172,414 Pesetas, that included, among others, the debt of Benin, Cuba, and Senegal, which are no
longer Contracting Parties to ICCAT. Barbados, which recently joined the Commission, could not be included, since
necessary information from that country is pending receipt. 

Statement 2 shows the liquidation of budgetary expenses at the close of Fiscal Year 2000, broken down by
chapters. Following herewith are some general comments, by chapter:
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Chapter 1 - Salaries: The salaries and remuneration for 11 members of the ICCAT Secretariat staff were charged
to this chapter.

The total amount for Chapter 1 includes the updating of salaries and remunerations to those currently in effect for
staff classified in the United Nations categories, including step (tenure) raises.

Chapter 2 - Travel: The amount charged to this Budget chapter corresponds to the travel expenses and per diem
for Secretariat participation in inter-sessional meetings.

Chapter 3 - Commission Meetings: Included in this Chapter are expenditures for the Meeting of the Working
Group on Allocation Criteria in Madrid. The Spanish Ministry of Agriculture, Fishing and Food assumed the major
part of the expenses for the aforementioned meeting. Also included are expenses for the Commission Meeting in
Marrakech. The Authorities of Morocco assumed extraordinary expenditures incurred due to holding the ICCAT
annual meeting outside its Headquarters.

Chapter 4 - Publications: The Commission publications mentioned in the Administrative Report (COM/00/6)
were charged to this budget chapter.

Chapter 5 - Office Equipment: Expenses charged to this Chapter to the close of Fiscal Year 2000 included the
third year of leasing costs (with option to buy) of a sorter, and the purchase of some office furniture for the ICCAT
Secretariat.

Chapter 6 - Operating Expenses: This chapter reflects expenses incurred in the operation of the Secretariat to
the close of Fiscal Year 2000. The increase in the expense is due to the important increase in postal rates for mailing
official ICCAT correspondence, and for the increases in the telephone and fax expenses.

Chapter 7 - Miscellaneous: This chapter includes various expenses of a minor nature, such as taxis for official
business, and minor repairs at the Secretariat.

Chapter 8  - Statistics and research

A) Salaries: Salaries and remuneration for five Secretariat staff members are charged to this sub-chapter. The
observations made under Chapter 1 as regards the salary schemes currently in force for 2000 for U.N. classified staff
also apply to this sub-Chapter.

Also included are the salary and Spanish Social Security expenses of one staff member who chose to continue in
this special regime.

B) Travel to improve statistics and research: Included in this sub-chapter are the trip expenses and per diem for
the Secretariat’s participation in inter-sessional meetings. Details on these meetings are given in COM-SCRS/00/9.

C) Statistics/Biology: Expenses charged to this sub-Chapter include email, the purchase of software for the
Secretariat (Windows NT, Office 2000, Delphi, Map Viewer, etc.) and expenses for Secretariat participation in the
Yellowfin Stock Assessment Session, held in Cumaná, Venezuela.

D) Computer-related items: A breakdown of the computer equipment purchased by the Secretariat and charged
to this sub-chapter, to the close of Fiscal Year 2000, is given in COM-SCRS/00/9.

Data base revision: As of the close of Fiscal Year 2000, the total amount budgeted for this sub-chapter has been
spent. 

E) Scientific meetings (including the SCRS): Expenses for the SCRS Plenary Sessions as well as for the Species
Groups were maintained within the amount budgeted. 
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F) Bluefin Year Program (BYP): The Contracting Parties financed 2,200,000 Pesetas from the Regular
Commission Budget towards this Program. The breakdown of deposits and expenditures is given in the table in
Section 4 of this report. 

G) Bigeye Year Program (BETYP): The Contracting Parties did not allocate any special contribution to this
Program this year. The breakdown of deposits and expenditures is given in COM-SCRS/00/16, prepared by the
BETYP Coordinator. 

H) Billfish Research Program: The Contracting Parties financed 1,700,000 Pesetas from the Regular ICCAT
Budget towards this Program. The breakdown of deposits and expenditures is shown in Section 3 of this report.

I) Miscellaneous: The purchase of some office material was charged to this sub-chapter. 

Chapter 9 - Contingencies: Expenses incurred in this Chapter to the close of Fiscal Year 2000 correspond to
the installation expenses for the Biostatician, and to the separation indemnity of a staff member who resigned from
the Secretariat. Also charged to this Chapter was the payment the interpreters’ overtime at the Commission Meeting
in Rio de Janeiro in 1999.

Statement 3 shows budgetary and extra-budgetary income received by the Commission in Fiscal Year 2000.
Budgetary income amounted to 177,690,182 Pesetas, from Contracting Party contributions paid in 2000 towards the
2000 Budget, contributions corresponding to previous budgets by Côte d’Ivoire (2,395,907 Pesetas) Ghana
(23,372,645 Pesetas), Morocco (266,165 Pesetas), United Kingdom-Overseas Territories (461,766 Pesetas), Uruguay
(1,811,150 Pesetas) and Venezuela (9,913,666 Pesetas), and other income (extra-budgetary) received in 2000. The
extra-budgetary income received in 200 includes the contribution from Namibia (adherence in 1999),  Panama
(adherence in 1998), Trinidad and Tobago (adherence in 1999), observer fees, bank interest, reimbursement for
publications and reimbursement for Value Added Tax (VAT).

Statement 4 shows the composition and balance of the Working Capital Fund to the close of Fiscal year 2000.
The Fund shows a positive accounting balance of 32,963,154 Pesetas, which represents 13.41% of the 2000 Budget.

Statement 5 shows cash flow in Fiscal Year 2000, as regards income received and expenses incurred.

Statement 6 shows the status of Cash and Bank to the close of Fiscal Year 2000, with a balance of 49,300,229
Pesetas, which correspond to the total available in the Working Capital Fund as well as to the funds available  for
other Programs and advances on future contributions.

3 Billfish Research Program 

Pesetas Pesetas  
Balance at start of Fiscal Year 2000 3,558,941

Deposits:
Financed by ICCAT 1,700,000
Voluntary contribution-Chinese Taipei ($5000) 985,835
Voluntary contribution--The Billfish Foundation ($20,000) 3,497,440
Voluntary contribution-The Billfish Foundation ($15,699) 2,928,162

Total deposits 9,111,437

Expenses:
Program expenses 5,972,196
Bank charges     7,487

Total expenses -5,979,683

Balance at close of Fiscal Year 2000 6,690,695
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4 Bluefin Year Program (BYP)

Pesetas Pesetas

Balance at start of Fiscal Year 2000 4,680,699

Deposits:
Financed by ICCAT 2,220,000
Voluntary contribution-Chinese Taipei ($10,000) 1,971,670
Voluntary contribution-Japan ($10,000) 1,777,000

Total deposits 5,948,670

Expenses:
Program expenses 2,484,059
Bank charges       7,464 -2,491,523

Balance at close of Fiscal Year 2000 8,137,846
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REPORT ON STATISTICS
AND COORDINATION OF RESEARCH IN 2000

(SCRS/00/9)

1 Introduction

Five major ICCAT inter-sessional scientific meetings were held during the year, i.e. the Working Group on Stock
Assessment Methods, the Yellowfin Stock Session, the Billfish Workshop, GFCM/ICCAT  Working Group on Large
Pelagic Fish Stocks in the Mediterranean, and the West Atlantic Bluefin Stock Assessment Session. The North and
South Atlantic Albacore Stock Assessment Session and the Session to Evaluate the Moratoria on Tropical Tunas were
held immediately prior to the SCRS annual meeting. Many meetings held by FAO and other organizations which are
closely related to the ICCAT scientific and statistical activities were attended by various Secretariat staff members.

Following the proposal by the SCRS, adopted by the Commission, the Secretariat hired a Biostatistician, Dr.
Carlos Palma. This recruitment, together with the hiring of the Population Dynamist Expert, Dr. Victor Restrepo, has
led to many improvements in the activities of the Secretariat in relation to data management and electronic media. 

2 Data collection and processing by the Secretariat 

2.a Data submission to the Secretariat

A Table, showing the progress made by the Secretariat in the collection of 1999 Task I, Task II and biological
data submitted by the national offices, was presented at the meeting. As in previous years, few data were submitted
by the deadlines, and a considerable amount of data were received only a few days before, or even during, the SCRS
species sessions. As many groups met between July and October, all of which requested that catch-at-size (CAS) be
updated, this delay in data submission seriously hindered  the work of the Secretariat.

2.b  Date processing by the Secretariat 

Task I data are updated several times during the year and each updated version is placed on the web site. Until
recently, the data base was distributed with the DOS based software as TUNASTAT. This year, the data base was
adjusted to be used with Windows-version of FISHSTAT-PLUS, developed by FAO. Therefore, the base is now
available in these two packages.

CATDIS (catch distribution) of major species and gear by 5ºx5º and quarter, has been updated to eliminate some
errors previously found, and to include data for 1997. The updated version of CATDIS was placed on the web site
in July, 1999. As mentioned below, CATDIS now has an extra field to record  FAO area codes. This facilitates the
user in summarizing catches by ICCAT areas or FAO areas, which are different. 

The following catch-at-size data bases were created or updated by the Secretariat. 

• Yellowfin catch at size up to 1999 (for the yellowfin stock assessment in July, 2000)

• West bluefin catch at size up to 1999 (for the west Atlantic bluefin assessment in September, 2000)

• North and South albacore catch at size up to 1999 (for the albacore assessments in October, 2000)
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• Bigeye catch at size up to 1999 (to assess the effects of the moratorium, October, 2000)

• Catch , catch and effort and size sample bases were updated for blue marlin and white marlin (for the Billfish
Workshop in July 2000).

2.c Modification of historical data

During the Billfish Workshop, some new historical data series were presented (e.g. China, Venezuela and Cote
d’Ivoire). Those were justified and accepted by the Workshop. There were no other substantial changes requested
for the historical data for any fisheries.

2.d Estimation of mis-reporting or non-reporting

Further improvements have been observed in this area, mainly due to the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document Program and efforts made by the national scientists. Also the Secretariat, in  collaboration with national
scientists, has eliminated many NEI category catches. Document SCRS/00/15 provides the estimates of unreported
catches.

2.e Shark statistics

All data on shark catches taken by tuna fishing vessels have now been entered into a temporary base (Access).
At present, most of the data received at the Secretariat is Task I type data. Very few biological data have been
collected.

2.f Tagging files

Tagging files have been periodically revised and updated. During the Billfish Workshop, some  discrepancies
were found between U.S. data base and the ICCAT base. These were corrected for both cases. 

2.g Other special research programs  

There are three major on-going programs. Progress made on the Bigeye Year Program is reported in SCRS/00/16,
on the Bluefin Year Program in Appendix 7 of the 2000 SCRS Report, and the Enhanced Research Program for
Billfish in Appendix 8 of the 2000 SCRS Report.

3 Special actions taken in 2000 (not covered in paragraph 2)

3.a  Secretariat actions taken in response to SCRS recommendations

Many of the actions taken in response to SCRS recommendations are discussed throughout the report. 

• Establishment of LAN. With the permission of Spanish Fisheries Administration, the LAN was established
inside the ICCAT Secretariat, utilizing already installed lines in the building. The cost of installing cables was
therefore  saved. Two server computers (one is for back-up) were set up and all the computers of the staff have been
connected to the server, and a common file structure was established. LAN will be essential for providing the
scientists with access  to the relational data base when this becomes operative. The system has an additional benefit
in that communication between staff members has been improved and exchange of files has become easier.

• Creation of Relational Data Base. This program has started when the new biostatistician was recruited at
the Secretariat. Since then, a work program stating the short, medium and long-term development phases has already
been implemented. More details are given in COM/00/18 and in SCRS/00/43.

• Bibliographic data base. An agreement was signed to make ICCAT an international partner of ASFA
(Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts), which will require the Secretariat to enter bibliographic records to the
ASFA database; in return, the Secretariat will receive various entitlements for using the database. For details, see
COM/00/17.
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• Home page. The  ICCAT home page was established in 1998 and has proved to be very useful for public
relations and faster communication among the scientists. In 2000, major improvements were made in both its structure
and contents. Details are given in SCRS/00/93. The Secretariat might need some guidance as to what should be made
available to the public and how other files, such as reports not yet adopted etc, should be handled in relation to the
electronic media. 

• Atlantic integrated fishery data base . Following the CWP Inter-Agency Consultation on Atlantic fishery
statistics, the new integrated data base containing fishery statistics for the entire Atlantic was developed. For details,
see SCRS/00/26 as well as Section 4 of this report.

• Questionnaire on availability of observer data . Following the recommendation by the Sub-Committee on
By-Catch, the Secretariat circulated questionnaire concerning the availability of observer data for ICCAT scientific
purposes. A summary of the responses are in SCRS/00/180.

• Dr. P. Miyake was invited to China by the Government of the People’s Republic of China and visited the
country on 16 to 22 of March on his return from Phuket, Thailand, after attending the Working Group of Precautionary
Approach. His visit is reported in COM/00/11.

• A prototype catalogue of stock assessment methods was started as a result of a recommendation made by the
Assessments Methods Working Group meeting in May 2000 (see SCRS/00/40)

• An annotated Glossary of Fishery Terms was developed, based partly on an existing glossary. The new
Glossary, in three languages, contains over 230 definitions and many of the more technical terms contain references.

3. b   Improvement of computer related facilities and software

The Secretariat purchased some of the items recommended in 1999 and previous years, as follows:

2 Pentium III servers, 4 hard disks (9 GB), 2 desktop PCs, 1 portable computer, 1 Printer, 1 Backup unit, 1
Router, 1 Hubb, 1 Windows NT software, 1 Microsoft Office 2000 software, 1 Delphi software and 1
MapViewer and Surfer software.

These purchases do not include equipment for the BETYP Coordinator.

4 Meetings

4.a  ICCAT Inter-sessional meetings relating to SCRS activities in 2000

• Working Group on Assessment Methods (Madrid, Spain, 8-12 May).  The report was edited and translated
by the Secretariat and is available as SCRS/00/20 (Executive Summary) and SCRS/00/21 (Detailed Report).

• Yellowfin Stock Assessment Session (Cumana, Venezuela, 10 -15 July). This meeting was held at the
invitation of Venezuelan Government, who also provided funding for one member of the Secretariat staff. Dr. V.
Restrepo,  Mr. P. Kebe and  Ms. J. Cheatle attended from the Secretariat. The report was edited and translated by the
Secretariat and was presented as document SCRS/00/22.

• 4t h Billfish Workshop (Miami, USA, 18-28 July). This was held at the invitation of U.S. Government. Dr. P.
Miyake, Dr. V. Restrepo and Mr. P. Kebe attended from the Secretariat. The report was edited by the Secretariat and
was presented as document SCRS/00/23.

• GFCM/ICCAT Working Group on Large Pelagic Fish Stocks in the Mediterranean (Sliema, Malta, 11-15
September), held at the invitation of the Maltese Government. The Joint session was proposed to review the data
availability of the Mediterranean Sea bluefin, swordfish and albacore. Dr. P. Miyake served, as usual, as Technical
Secretary to the meeting, which was also attended by Mr. P. Kebe and Ms. P. Seidita from the Secretariat. The report
was edited and translated by the ICCAT Secretariat and presented as document COM/00/13.
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• West Atlantic Bluefin Stock Assessment Session (Madrid, Spain, 18-22 September). The report was edited
by the Secretariat and was presented as document SCRS/00/24.

• Other ICCAT scientific meetings in 2000 included the North and South Albacore Stock Assessment Session
and the Session to Evaluate the Moratoria on Tropical Tunas. These were held at the Secretariat in Madrid,
immediately prior to the SCRS meeting. 

4.b Other scientific meetings at which ICCAT was represented

• The Working Party on Monitoring Status and Trend of Fish Resources. (Rome, Italy, 30 November-3
December, 1999). Dr. P. Miyake attended this meeting as an expert. His report can be found in  SCRS/00/174.

• Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) Scientific Committee (SC) and Commission meeting (Kyoto, Japan,
7-10 December and 13-16 December, 1999). As the meeting coincided with Dr. P. Miyake’s personal vacation in
Japan, he participated in the meetings as an observer from ICCAT. His report was presented as COM/00/14.

• CWP Inter-sessional Atlantic Agency Meeting (Copenhagen, Denmark, 10-11 February). Dr. P. Miyake
attended representing ICCAT. His report was presented as SCRS/00/26.

• CWP Inter-Sessional Meeting on Precautionary Approach Terminology  (Copenhagen, Denmark, 14-16
February). Dr. V. Restrepo attended, representing ICCAT. His report was presented as SCRS/00/27.

• International Pelagic Shark Workshop (Monterey, California, USA, 14-17 February). Many ICCAT scientists
participated this Workshop. According to the recommendation by the Sub-Committee on By-catch, Dr. P. Miyake from
the Secretariat also participated and presented the report summarizing ICCAT activities related to sharks (see
SCRS/00/88). His report on the meeting was presented as SCRS/00/173.

• Expert Consultation on Implications of the Precautionary Approach for Tuna Biological and Technical
Research (Phuket, Thailand, 6-15, March). The meeting was organized by FAO and quite a few scientists regularly
working with ICCAT participated this meeting. From the Secretariat Drs. P. Miyake and V. Restrepo attended the
meeting. The report on the meeting was presented as COM/00/12. 

• First Meeting of the Scientific Working Group of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC)
(La Jolla, California, USA, 10-13 April, 2000). The meeting was attended by Dr. V. Restrepo representing ICCAT.
A report on the meeting was presented as SCRS/00/28.

• Meetings of General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean Sea (GFCM). ICCAT was  represented
by Dr. P. Miyake at three GFCM meetings in 2000; Sub-Committee on Statistics (Madrid, Spain, 25-28 April); the
Scientific Advisory Committee (Madrid, Spain, 2-5 May); and the GFCM Commission meeting  (Sliema, Malta, 12-
15 September), simultaneously with GFCM/ICCAT Joint Working Group). The reports of these meetings are in
COM/00/13.

• Technical Consultation on The Suitability of The Cites Criteria for Listing Commercially-exploited Aquatic
Species (Rome, Italy, 28-30 June). ICCAT was represented by Dr. P. Miyake. His report was presented as
COM/00/22. 

• Expert Consultation on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (Sydney Australia, 15-19 May) and FAO
Technical Consultation on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (Rome, Italy, 2-6 October, 2000). Dr. Miyake
participated in the first meeting as an invited expert and the second meeting representing ICCAT in an observer
capacity. His report on both meetings was presented as COM/00/26.    
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5 Publications

Details of the ICCAT scientific publications issued in 2000 can be found in the Administrative Report in this
volume (Report for Biennial Period, 2000-2001, Part I, Vol. 1)

However, the major subjects relating to publications and relevant to the SCRS are as follows:

• Statistical Bulletin, Vol. 29. In 2000, this was issued in a combination of printed text and a diskette. The
summary (total catch aggregated by flag or by gear) is printed,  while the desegregated catches were distributed in
TUNASTAT, so that users can aggregate the data in their preferred format. 

• Data Record, Vol. 41. Due to the pressure of work of a higher priority, the Data Record is not yet published.
However, the important part of catch and effort data were updated as CATDIS and available on the web site. It is
planned to publish the Data Record in a similar form as the Statistical Bulletin, with a printed catalogue and the data
on diskette or CD-Rom, but possibly in pdf files.

• Collective Volume of Scientific Papers, Vol. LI. As the quantity of papers and total volume has increased
considerably (over 2,300 pages), the preparing  in hard copy form has become difficult. The Secretariat circulated
a questionnaire in early 2000 asking all the recipients of the volume whether they would prefer to receive this
publication on CD-ROM or in printed form. More than 80% of those who responded preferred CD-ROM. Only
libraries preferred the printed version. The Collective Volume was therefore published on CD-ROM, after all the
papers had been re-formatted by the Secretariat and converted into PDF files. As this was the first year, some
difficulties were encountered, particularly in re-formatting the files provided by  scientists. In the future, scientists
should  adhere strictly to the instruction given by the Secretariat in order for this form of publication to be successful.
Nevertheless, the CD-ROM version has been well accepted by the majority of recipients.

• Report for Biennial Period, 1998-99, Part II, Vol. 1  (Commission) and Vol. 2 (SCRS) are on the ICCAT
web-site in three languages, and are also available in hard copy. 
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RECORDS OF MEETINGS

PROCEEDINGS OF THE 12th SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE

CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS
(Marrakech, Morocco - November 13 to 20, 2000)

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

1 Opening of the meeting

1.1 The 12th Special Meeting of the Commission was opened on Monday, November 13, 2000, by Mr. Said
Chbaatou, the Minister of Maritime Fishing of Morocco, who welcomed all the delegations to the beautiful and
historical city of Marrakech. He noted that this is the first time that this Commission has met in Africa and noted the
importance to Africa of the conservation and rational use of its biological resources, based on responsible fishing.

1.2 While the resources must be protected, such protection must be based on equitable standards. The Minister
praised the efforts of ICCAT to promote sound tuna management based on the precautionary approach. He stressed
the need to avoid irreversible damage to the fisheries which can thus jeopardize food security. 

1.3 Morocco has been applying the recent FAO agreements on the Code of Conduct. He noted that the scientific
community recognizes the complexity of such agreements. This Commission has to make important decisions on quotas
in a fair and equitable manner. He stressed that the right of the coastal States must be taken into consideration. In the
case of Morocco, its stocks were under-evaluated, which has adversely affected its quota allocation. In this regard,
he referred to Morocco’s objection to the 1998 ICCAT Recommendation on the limitation of catches of bluefin tuna
in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea. As we begin the new millennium we have to orientate our decisions
so that developing nations can contribute more to their economic and social development

1.4 The Minister of Maritime Fishing further noted the need to apply universal compliance measures to assure
that they are effective. Morocco is a partner to all initiatives that are aimed at responding to coherent development
of the fisheries. Sustainable and responsible development of the fisheries is essential, as are the optimal use of the
resources and the protection of the marine eco-system. Greater control is needed to combat IUU fishing.

1.5 Minister Chbaatou expressed gratitude to all who worked to make this meeting possible and assure the perfect
logistics of the meeting. He wished all the delegates a productive meeting and a pleasant stay in Marrakech. The
Minister’s opening address is included as ANNEX A.

1.6 The Chairman, Mr. Jose Ramon Barañano, thanked the Authorities of Morocco for hosting this meeting, and
in particular, Mr. Said Chbaatou, the Minister of Maritime Fishing of Morocco, for honoring us with his presence at
the opening ceremony. In welcoming the close to 300 delegates from the Contracting Parties, Cooperating Parties, non-
Contracting Parties, intergovernmental fisheries organizations and NGOs, the Chairman emphasized the
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 important and difficult work facing the delegates during this meeting. He also thanked the Executive Secretary and
the Secretariat staff for their part in organizing this meeting. 

1.7 Mr. Barañano referred to recent events such as the increases in crude oil prices that were having an effect not
only on the profitability of the fishermen, but was also in bringing about changes in fishing areas and species. He noted
that as a model organization for other regional fisheries organizations and a reference for conservation and
management, ICCAT’s work is closely followed by the international fishing community. It is important for ICCAT
to adopt measures that are acceptable to all. The Commission has made considerable progress in management, but
the conservation measures must be respected in order for them to be effective.

1.8 The Commission has many subjects to cover this week, all aimed at our commitment to conserve the stocks
under ICCAT’s mandate. The Chairman referred to the important on-going work of the Commission’s Ad Hoc Working
Group on Allocation Criteria, and pointed out that while progress has been made since the Working Group was formed
in 1998, there are still important issues to resolve before arriving at the guidelines for assigning quotas. 

1.9 One of the current major concerns of the Commission is compliance. The Contracting Parties want to combat
the problem of illegal fishing by the so-called IUUs or FOCs, since such activity is the fundamental element affecting
monitored species. He pointed out that between 30 and 40% of the tuna catches are taken by such fleets. Furthermore,
such activities affect the feasibility of the fisheries themselves. 

1.10 In closing, the Chairman reiterated appreciation to the Moroccan Authorities for the excellent meeting
facilities, which he hoped would be conducive to effective debates on the numerous important issues to be considered.
Mr. Barañano’s opening address is included as ANNEX B.

2 Adoption of Agenda and arrangements

Prior to adopting the Agenda, some delegations expressed their intention to present proposals under “other
matters”, noting that these would be circulated in advance of the formal discussions. The Agenda was adopted and
is attached as ANNEX 1. The List of Commission Documents is attached as ANNEX 3.

3 Introduction of Contracting Party delegations

3.1 Delegations from the following 22 Contracting Parties were present: Angola, Brazil, Canada, , Côte d’Ivoire,
Croatia, European Community, France (St. Pierre & Miquelon), Gabon, Ghana, Japan, Korea, Libya, Morocco,
Namibia, Russia, South Africa, Trinidad & Tobago, Tunisia, United Kingdom (Overseas Territories), United States,
and Venezuela. The Head Delegate of each respective Contracting Party delegation introduced the members of the
delegation. The List of Participants is attached as ANNEX 2. The following Contracting Parties were absent: Cape
Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea Conakry, Panama, Sao Tome & Principe, and Uruguay. 

3.2 Opening statements were made and presented in writing by the following Contracting Parties: Brazil, Canada,
European Community, Japan, Korea, Morocco, Namibia, South Africa, Trinidad & Tobago, United Kingdom
(Overseas Territories) and the United States. These statements are included in ANNEX 4.

4 Introduction and admission of observers

4.1 Observer delegations of Cooperating Parties/Entities/Fishing Entities from Mexico and Chinese Taipei
attended the meeting. Other observers admitted were: Algeria, Argentina, Colombia, Denmark (Faroe Islands),
Honduras, Iceland, Mauritania, Netherlands Antilles, Norway, Philippines, Caribbean Community (CARICOM), Food
& Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA), Greenpeace International,
the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES), and the Ocean Wildlife Campaign (OWC) (see
ANNEX 2, List of Participants).
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4.2 The opening statements made and presented in writing by the observers from Algeria, Chinese Taipei,
Denmark (Faroe Islands), Iceland, Mexico, Netherlands Antilles, Norway, and the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA)
are included in ANNEX 4.

5 Review of procedures for Commission Meetings

5.1 The Chairman opened this point for discussion by referring delegates, in particular to the letter which had been
circulated earlier by the Secretariat containing eight specific proposals for improving meeting procedures, based on
previous correspondence and proposals from several delegations. He also drew attention to a further proposal by
Canada to allow more time between the SCRS annual meeting and the Commission annual meeting.

5.2 There was considerable discussion on two of the proposals contained in the above mentioned letter. One was
a suggestion that before being adopted, the draft texts of recommendations and resolutions be checked for
completeness and compatibility with other ICCAT or international rules by a legal expert or by a small group of legal
advisers from the Contracting Parties. Several of the smaller delegations expressed concern about their inability to
participate and some were unwilling to leave final decisions to a small group, while it was also mentioned that no
legal complications had yet arisen, and thus such a step was probably not necessary. While it was pointed out that the
origin of the proposal stemmed from problems of interpretation of regulatory measures at the moment of
implementation, consensus was reached that this would not be included in the new procedures to be adopted.

5.3 The other proposal was in relation to prior submission of draft recommendations and resolutions, aimed at
assisting delegations by allowing time for consultation with relevant experts should not be mandatory. It was agreed
that prior submission should not be mandatory, but should be somewhat flexible, in order to preserve the innovative
nature of the Commission. 

5.4 It was agreed that more time between the SCRS annual meeting and the Commission meeting would be helpful,
providing that this did not hinder the work of the SCRS. Where possible, the SCRS would meet one week earlier than
customary, and the Commission one or two weeks later. The final dates for the meetings in 2001 were discussed under
Agenda item 16. 

5.5 The revised procedures adopted for Commission meetings are attached as ANNEX 5.

6 Report of the Meeting of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

6.1 Dr. J. Powers, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) introduced the Report
of the 2000 SCRS meeting. Dr. Powers outlined the activities and progress of the various research programs and
working groups, and explained that further details on the results of stock assessments would be presented to the
relevant Panels.  

6.2 Progress on the activities of the Bigeye Tuna Year Program (BETYP) had been a little slower than hoped due
to difficulties encountered in the tagging activities. However, both conventional and archival tagging had been carried
out, and work had started on the collection of material for genetic studies. Biological studies and attempts to improve
statistics, particularly in the West African region, were also underway. The activities of the Japanese research vessel,
the Shoyo Maru, were of particular importance to this program. Concerns were expressed over the lack of progress
of the BETYP and the decision to defer the bigeye stock assessment for a year. It was explained that the latter was
due rather to a need for the scientists to review available information in detail and to develop a specific bigeye model
than to a failure of the BETYP. It was hoped that the next tagging cruises would be more successful.

6.3 The Bluefin Year Program (BYP) has been underway for several years and was mainly limited to the
coordination of national sampling programs on bluefin. In addition, independent tagging programs, including both
conventional tagging and archival and pop-up tags have yielded results that suggest avenues to investigate possible
spawning areas not previously known to exist. The proposed research was endorsed by the SCRS. A question was
raised as to how long it would take the SCRS to come to new conclusions regarding possible alternative spawning
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 areas and levels of east/west mixing. No definite time frame could be given, but these issues would be addressed
seriously at the next SCRS and taken into account in future assessments. Additionally, the SCRS recommended that
an inter-sessional meeting be held in 2001 to address appropriate options to incorporate these in data in stock
assessments and management.

6.4 The Enhanced Billfish Research Program was also still active, supporting at-sea and dock side sampling for
the improvement of biological data on billfish. High-tech tagging had also been carried out on billfish in order to
evaluate the survival rate for released billfish, one of the most important issues in relation to this stock.

6.5 In relation to the Sub-Committee on Statistics, Dr. Powers was pleased to note that previous recommendations
by the SCRS for the hiring of a biostatistician at the Secretariat had been implemented. The newly-hired biostatistician
is responsible for the implementation of a relational data base which will greatly facilitate the work of the SCRS and
the Commission, which is becoming increasingly more complex. 

6.6. One of the tasks of the Sub-Committee on Statistics was to examine ways in which the best possible data
could be made available for stock studies and assessments. It was therefore important that the Commission not use
scientific data for compliance purposes. Other matters dealt with by this Sub-Committee included transparency and
ease of communication and, as a result of its recommendations, improvements had been made to the ICCAT web site,
FTP sites had been established, and the Collective Volume of Scientific Papers was published on CD in 2000. ICCAT
has also become a partner to the Aquatic Sciences Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA), which will make available an
electronic bibliography of ICCAT publications. 

6.7 Quality control and peer review were also of concern to the SCRS, for which a Working Group on
Assessment Methods had been established. This Working Group was in the process of establishing a catalogue of
assessment methods used in order to document the validation of the computer applications used. It was noted that
while the open nature of the SCRS allowed for a good system of internal peer review, the use of external peer reviews
would strengthen reliability and credibility. The SCRS intends to present a concrete proposal on external peer review
at the 2001 Commission meeting. This will require a moderate amount of funding from the Commission. 

6.8 The Sub-Committee on Environment, which aimed at improving knowledge on environmental influences on
tuna recruitment, intended to hold workshop during 2001 in order to determine the necessary research and modeling
activities required. It was recommended that this be followed by a Symposium in 2002. 

6.9 The aims of the Sub-Committee on By-Catch were to improve statistics on species caught as by-catch to tunas,
and to monitor trends of stocks in harmony with other international organizations dealing with these species. This Sub-
Committee recommended holding a data preparatory meeting in 2001 and assessments on mako shark, blue shark and
porbeagle shark in 2002. However, this would require all shark statistics to be reported to ICCAT, not only those
taken as by-catch.

6.10 Concerns were expressed over the lack of reliable stock assessments for some species, mostly due to the
lack of reliable data. The Commission noted that the submission of reliable data was imperative and that mechanisms
for inducing or, where necessary, forcing Contracting Parties to submit correct data should be examined. The SCRS
proposals on external peer review were also welcomed by the Commission, as was the plan to hold a Symposium on
environmental issues in 2002. Some concern was expressed in relation to the deferring of stock assessments in 2001,
as this may lead to too many stock assessments being scheduled for the following year. However, it was agreed that
better, rather than more, stock assessments would be most beneficial to the Commission

6.11 The Commission thanked Dr. Powers for his clear and concise presentation of the 2000 SCRS Report. The
Commission also expressed its appreciation for the work of the scientists.

6.12 The Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) was adopted by the Commission,
including all the recommendations contained therein. The 2000 SCRS Report is published in Volume 2 of the Report
for Biennial Period, 1999-2000, Part I (2001).
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SECOND PLENARY SESSION

7 Review of the Report of the 2nd Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Allocation Criteria

7.1 The Chairman introduced this Agenda item and noted that the Working Group had met in Madrid on April 5
and 6, 2000, in Madrid. It was recognized that the Group had made significant progress, but that no consensus was
reached on the allocation criteria. The Report of the 2nd Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Allocation Criteria
was adopted by the Commission and is attached as ANNEX 6.

7.2 Numerous Contracting and non-Contracting Party, Entity and Fishing Entity Delegations indicated in their
opening statements and during the discussion of this Agenda item that the work of this Group must be concluded
promptly and that a third meeting should be held in the first quarter of 2001. Madrid and Brussels were mentioned as
possible venues for the meeting, and the delegates agreed that either city would be suitable for such a meeting.
Notwithstanding, the delegations pointed out the need for flexibility at this Commission meeting and stressed that
conservation and management issues should not be delayed here because of the pending allocation criteria meeting.

7.3 After some discussion, it was decided to hold an informal working group meeting, to be chaired by Canada,
whose mandate would be confined to determining the procedure, tentative agenda, and other matters of a logistical
nature aimed at facilitating preparations for the 3rd Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Allocation Criteria to
be held in 2001. Thus, further discussion of this Agenda item was postponed until after the informal working group
met.

8 Status of the ratification/acceptance of the Protocol of Amendment to the Convention adopted in Madrid
in 1992

The Executive Secretary noted that this matter is included in the 2000 Administrative Report and proposed that
the discussion be referred to the meeting of STACFAD, in view of the financial repercussions involved.

THIRD PLENARY SESSION

7 Review of the Report of the 2nd Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Allocation Criteria   (Continued)

7.4 The Delegate of Canada informed the Commission of the results of the informal working group which had met
three times since the Second Plenary Session. Brazil, Croatia, the EC, Japan, Korea, Morocco, Namibia, South Africa,
the United States and the United Kingdom (Overseas Territories) had participated in the discussions.

7.5 The informal working group recommended to the Commission that the 3rd Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working
Group on Allocation Criteria be held in Brussels, May 21 to 23, 2001. The European Community offered to host the
meeting and provide translation services, while the EC, Canada and the United States would examine the possibility
of financing the attendance of  Secretariat staff members. This proposal was approved by the Commission.

7.6 It was recommended that the Chair of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Allocation Criteria develop a detailed
agenda highlighting allocation criteria issues that need to be discussed or resolved. This agenda should be distributed
for review by all parties prior to the meeting. It was also agreed that parties be encouraged to bring forward any new
documents and ideas which may enhance the process and discussions of the Working Group. Parties were encouraged
to work together to do so, and to provide any documents well in advance of this meeting. The United States, Canada,
Japan and the European Community proposed to review all existing documentation and bring forward new summary
documents which could assist the discussions. Any such documentation would be available for review 30 days prior
to the meeting. The informal working group also discussed the issue of chairmanship of the Working Group on
Allocation Criteria.



ICCAT REPORT 2000-2001 (I)

30

 9 ICCAT responsibilities in relation to international fishery agreements

9.1 The Secretariat drew the attention of the delegates to the report prepared by the Secretariat which discusses
the International Plan of Action (IPOA) to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing.
The Committee noted that this issue had already been discussed at the PWG. 

9.2 The Delegates of United States and Canada urged all ICCAT Contracting Parties which had not yet done so
to ratify the 1993 FAO Compliance Agreement and the 1995 United Nations Agreement on Straddling Fish Stocks and
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, and to do all in their power to ensure that the three FAO International Plans of Action
on Fishing Capacity, on the Conservation and Management of Shark Species, and on the Reduction of Incidental Catch
of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries were implemented. It was noted that ICCAT did not work in isolation but within
a framework of international law which, in principle, had been endorsed by the ICCAT Contracting Parties.

9.3 Delegates of the European Community and Morocco informed the Commission that steps had been taken by
their respective authorities towards ratifying the 1995 UN Agreement. The Chair thanked the EC and Morocco and
joined the United States and Canada in urging other Contracting Parties to take similar steps.

10 Relations with other fora

10.1 The Executive Secretary referred delegates to the Administrative Report, which includes information relative
to this Agenda item. In addition, Dr. V. Restrepo of the ICCAT Secretariat informed the Commission of relations with
other fora with regard to scientific work, including the possibility of holding either a joint or consecutive meeting with
ICES on stock assessment methods, and planned cooperation with the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission. As many
regional  fisheries organizations faced similar issues, it was felt that such integrated processes for scientific work
would be very constructive. 

10.2 The Delegate of the United Kingdom (Overseas Territories) informed the Commission of the recent meeting
of the South East Atlantic Fisheries Organization (SEAFO). This new organization looked forward to fruitful
cooperation with ICCAT. The Delegate of Namibia further informed the Commission that a conference of SEAFO was
scheduled for February 2001, when the Convention would be open for signature.

10.3 The Delegate of Brazil informed the Commission that he had submitted a report on the 1999 Commission
meeting held in Rio de Janeiro to the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources
(CCAMLR) as an observer representing ICCAT, and that this information had been incorporated into the report of
the last meeting of CCAMLR.

11 Review of the Precautionary Approach  

11.1 Dr. V. Restrepo, the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Precautionary Approach, referred
delegates to Appendix 5 of the 2000 SCRS Report. Since its establishment, this Working Group had summarized
existing biological, technological and environmental information relating to the most important ICCAT species, held
a meeting to review this information and develop a work plan, initiated the development of simulation framework for
evaluating management strategies and co-sponsored an Expert Consultation on Implications of the Precautionary
Approach for Tuna Biological and Technological Research in 2000. Further information on the latter was contained
in COM/00/12.

11.2 It was agreed that the adoption of the Precautionary Approach required a proper balance between acquiring
knowledge and management actions, and that there were certain financial costs involved in scientific research. It was
noted that a group of ICCAT scientists have submitted a proposal to the European Community for the funding of
simulation studies in support of precautionary approach evaluations. The Commission endorsed this initiative. The
Delegate of Canada strongly supported the work of the Working Group and proposed that this be taken into
consideration when calculating the budget at the next meeting of the Commission in 2001. It was also agreed that
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 the possibility of holding a future joint meeting of managers and scientists would be considered at the next
Commission meeting.

FINAL PLENARY SESSION

12 Review of the Report of the Meeting of the Compliance Committee and consideration of any proposed
recommendations

12.1 Mr. Ernesto Penas, interim Chairman of the Compliance Committee, presented the Report and referred the
Commission to the three Recommendations and three Resolutions proposed by the Committee:

S Recommendation by ICCAT Regarding Equatorial Guinea Pursuant to the 1998 Resolution Concerning
the Unreported and Unregulated Catches of Tunas by Large-Scale Longline Vessels in the Convention
Area (attached as ANNEX 7-16)

S Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Registration and Exchange of Information of Fishing Vessels
Fishing fur Tuna and Tuna-Like Species in the Convention Area (attached as ANNEX 7-17)

S Recommendation by ICCAT Regarding Compliance with Management Measures Which Define Quotas
and/or Catch Limits (attached as ANNEX 7-14)

S Resolution by ICCAT Concerning the Preparation of a Management Standard for the Large-Scale Tuna
Longline Fishery (attached as ANNEX 7-18)

S Resolution by ICCAT for Integrated Monitoring Measures (attached as ANNEX 7-20)

S Resolution by ICCAT to Establish a Compliance Working Group (attached as ANNEX 7-21)

12.2 In relation to the proposed Recommendation cited above concerning Equatorial Guinea, which calls for a
prohibition on the import of Atlantic bigeye tuna and its products in any form from Equatorial Guinea, the Compliance
Committee drafted a letter to be sent to the Authorities of that Contracting Party. This letter will inform Equatorial
Guinea of the actions to be taken regarding bigeye, and that the prohibition of bluefin tuna imports from that country,
which was recommended in 1999 (Ref. 99-10), will be maintained, in view of their non-compliance with ICCAT
management measures. (see Appendix 7 to ANNEX 8). 

12.3 The Compliance Committee Chairman pointed out that the Committee’s proposed Resolution  for Integrated
Monitoring Measures (see ANNEX 7-20) includes holding, prior to the next Commission meeting, an inter-sessional
meeting of the Working Group created by this Resolution. It was suggested that this meeting be held in May, in
Brussels, immediately prior to/or after the 2001 Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Allocation Criteria. 

12.4 In referring to the proposed Resolution to Establish a Compliance Working Group (see ANNEX 7-21), the
Compliance Committee Chairman noted that this Working Group should meet as early as possible during the 2001
Commission meeting to initiate its work.
 

12.5 Mr. Penas reiterated the Committee’s request that the Secretariat prepare a report, prior to the next meeting,
on the possibilities of improving the legal quality of the ICCAT recommendations and the issue  of resolving future
conflicts.

12.6 The Compliance Committee asked the Commission for a decision that priority be assigned to the collection
and transmission of information, not only as concerns compliance, but also concerning the effects of ICCAT research.
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12.7 The Commission reviewed and adopted the 2000 Report of the Compliance Committee, including the
recommendations, resolutions, and draft letter to Equatorial Guinea, the summary table on compliance with minimum
size limits, and the list of vessels fishing for bigeye tuna and northern albacore attached to the Report. The Report is
attached as ANNEX 8.

13 Review of the Reports of Panels 1 to 4 and consideration of regulatory measures proposed

13.1 The Reports of Panels 1, 2, 3 and 4 were presented by the respective Panel Chairpersons. The Commission
reviewed the Reports and recommendations and resolutions proposed by the Panels and adopted the following
measures:

Panel 1

S Recommendation by ICCAT on the Bigeye Tuna Conservation Measures (attached as ANNEX 7-1)

S Supplemental Resolution by ICCAT Concerning the Recommendation on the Bigeye Tuna Conservation
Measures (attached as ANNEX 7-2)

Panel 2

S Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Research in the Central North Atlantic Ocean (attached as
ANNEX 7-8)

S Resolution by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Farming (attached as ANNEX 7-10)

S Resolution by ICCAT for SCRS to Examine the Effects of Mixing for Stock Assessments and Management
and Consider the Appropriateness of the Current Boundary Between the Western and Eastern
Management Units for Atlantic Bluefin Tuna (attached as ANNEX 7-11)

S Resolution by ICCAT on Conversion Factors for Bluefin Tuna from Product Weight to Live Weight
(attached as ANNEX 7-12)

S Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Bluefin Tuna Catch Limits in the East Atlantic and Mediterranean
(attached as ANNEX 7-9)

S Recommendation by ICCAT on Northern Albacore Catch Limits (attached as ANNEX 7-6)

Panel 3

S Recommendation by ICCAT on Revision and Sharing of the Southern Albacore Catch Limit (attached as
ANNEX 7-7)

Panel 4

S Resolution by ICCAT on Juvenile Mediterranean Swordfish (attached as ANNEX 7-5)

S Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish a Plan to Rebuild Blue Marlin and White Marlin Populations
(attached as ANNEX 7-13)

S Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Swordfish Catches by the Tuna Longline Fishery (attached as
ANNEX 7-3)

S Recommendation by ICCAT on South Atlantic Swordfish (attached as ANNEX 7-4)
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13.2 The Reports of Panels 1 and 3 were adopted at the time of the meeting, whereas it was agreed to that the
Reports of Panels 2 and 4 would be adopted through correspondence. The Reports of Panels 1 to 4, as adopted, are
attached as ANNEX 9.

13.3 Canada stated that despite clear advice on the status of East Atlantic bluefin tuna and South Atlantic
swordfish, the Commission has continued to set TACs too high. By ignoring scientific advice and by putting short-term
interests first, Canada noted that ICCAT is failing in its responsibility as a Commission and is poorly serving the
interests of those who depend on this resource for their livelihood. Canada asked that its closing statement be referred
to in the minutes (see ANNEX 4-1). 

14 Review of the Report of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and
Conservation Measures (PWG) and consideration of regulatory measures proposed

14.1 Mr. David Balton, the interim Chairman of the PWG, presented the Group’s Report to the Commission
Plenary, and pointed out two proposed Recommendations and a Resolution which the PWG  wished to forward to the
Commission for its consideration and final adoption. These are as follows:

S Recommendation by ICCAT Regarding Belize, Cambodia, Honduras, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Pursuant to the 1998 Resolution Concerning the Unreported and Unregulated Catches of Tuna by Large-
Scale Longline Vessels in the Convention Area (attached as ANNEX 7-15)

S Recommendation by ICCAT on Establishing Statistical Document Programs for Swordfish, Bigeye Tuna,
and Other Species Managed by ICCAT (attached as ANNEX 7-22)

S Supplemental Resolution by ICCAT to Enhance the Effectiveness of the ICCAT Measures to Eliminate
Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing Activities by Large-Scale Tuna Longline Vessels in the
Convention Area and Other Areas (attached as ANNEX 7-19)

14.2 The PWG Chair noted that the PWG had agreed to extend the Cooperating Status of Mexico and Chinese
Taipei for another year and to grant, for the first time, such status to the Philippines, and these actions were approved
by the Commission. The letters drafted by the PWG to Mexico, Chinese Taipei, and the Philippines concerning
Cooperating Status are included in Appendix 4 to ANNEX 10.

14.3 The PWG Chairman noted that it had agreed, in principle, to the updated list of IUU vessels, although
corrections could still be introduced (attached as Appendix 7 to ANNEX 10).

14.4 Mr. Balton noted that the Working Group conducted a case by case review of compliance by non-contracting
parties, entities and fishing entities, particularly in response to the ICCAT Chairman’s letters which were mailed on
January 25, 2000. Based on those responses and other information available to the Working Group relative to actions
taken to rectify non-compliance, the PWG drafted 16 letters (attached the PWG Report as Appendices 5-1 to 5-16
to ANNEX 10),  pursuant to the ICCAT Bluefin Action Plan (Ref: 94-3), the Swordfish Action Plan (Ref: 95-13) and
to the 1998 ICCAT Resolution concerning unregulated and unreported catches (Ref: 98-18), to be sent to the
following: 

4 Letters of Warning to:
S Denmark (in respect of the Faroe Islands) regarding Atlantic bluefin tuna harvests
S Iceland on Atlantic bluefin tuna and swordfish harvests
S Malta regarding bluefin tuna fishing, and
S Turkey regarding bluefin tuna fishing

1 Letter of Identification to:
S Vanuatu, as having vessels that are diminishing the effectiveness of ICCAT swordfish conservation measures
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7 Letters requesting information to:
S Argentina, Barbados, Grenada, Liberia, Mozambique and Netherlands Antilles on swordfish catches; and

to Norway on eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna catch overages

4 Letters regarding non-compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures and bigeye tuna trade
restrictions to:
S Belize, Cambodia, Honduras, and St. Vincent & the Grenadines

14.5 The Report of the PWG, together with the proposed recommendations, resolutions and letters, was adopted
by the Commission and is attached as ANNEX 10.

15 Review of the Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD)

15.1 Mr. Jim Jones, Chairman of STACFAD, summarized the Committee’s work. He noted that a total 2001
budget of 252,943,060 Pesetas had been approved by the Committee as well as the corresponding Contracting Party
contributions to finance the budget, which were forwarded to the Commission for final adoption (see Tables 1 and
2 attached to the STACFAD Report).

15. 2 The STACFAD Chairman also pointed out the adoption of modifications to the texts of certain Articles of
the ICCAT Staff Regulations and Rules (specifically Articles 6, 16 and 17) to reflect the 1999 Commission decisions
concerning the Secretariat staff.

15.3 Mr. Jones noted that STACFAD had been informed of the imminent ratification of the Madrid Protocol by
two Contracting Parties (Angola and Ghana). It was also noted that some Parties had informed the Committee that
payments towards pending contributions were immediately forthcoming, which would improve the Commission’s
financial status considerably. 

15.4 The Committee was referred to a draft proposal by Ghana concerning the collection of data to calculate the
contributions. The Delegate of Ghana pointed out the importance of providing accurate catch and canning data to the
Commission for the calculation of the contributions. Due to time constraints, yet given the importance of the need for
further discussion of this proposal, the Committee  considered that it should be deferred to the 2001 meeting (see
Appendix 2 to ANNEX 11).

15.5 The 2000 STACFAD Report was adopted by the Commission, including the 2001 Budget and Contracting
Party Contributions, and the modifications to the ICCAT Staff Regulations and Rules and is attached as ANNEX 11.

16 Date and place of the next meeting of the Commission

The EC, on behalf of Spain, extended an invitation to hold the 17th Regular Meeting of the Commission in Murcia,
Spain, from November 12 to 19, 2001. It was also noted that the 2001 Meeting of the Standing Committee on Research
and Statistics (SCRS) will be held from October 8 to 12 in Madrid, i.e. a four-week interval between the SCRS and
Commission meetings. 

17 Election of Commission Chairman

Although the Commission Chairman, Mr. N. Nomura, had resigned in mid-2000, no election was held since, as
informed by the Executive Secretary, according to Rule 6 of the Rules of Procedure,  the election of the Chairman can
only take place during a regular meeting of the Commission and not a special meeting. Hence, the next election of
Commission Chairman will take place at the 17th Regular Meeting in 2001. 
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18 Other matters

18.1 While pointing out the exceptional work by the Secretariat, not only in terms of efficiency but also in terms
of speed, the EC Delegate noted the need for further improvement in our meeting organization and that the Commission
should strive for an even more efficient structure of our meetings.

18.2 The U.S. Delegate reiterated commendation of the Secretariat’s efficient work, as well as the need for
improving the overall ICCAT meeting system. He suggested that presentation of the SCRS Report as it is currently
done, be discontinued, and instead the SCRS Chairman should be available for any questions that might be posed about
the Committee’s work or its report. In view of the numerous legal issues involved in the work of the Commission, the
U.S. Delegate also suggested that ICCAT may wish to consider further the need to hire a legal counsel. He added that
all recommendations and resolutions should be submitted on the first day of the Commission meeting whenever
possible and that the Agenda should be revised to assure that the Commission focuses on key issues.

18.3 The Executive Secretary added he will work in the coming months on ways to improve the ICCAT meetings
and would inform the Commission in due course. 

18.4 Closing statements to the Final Plenary Session were presented and submitted in writing by Canada,
Chinese-Taipei and Namibia. These statements are included in ANNEX 4. 

18.5 The Executive Secretary announced that Dr. Peter Miyake will be retiring from service. He commended Dr.
Miyake’s 30 years of dedicated work as the Assistant Executive Secretary of ICCAT. He recalled that the “1996
ICCAT Tuna Symposium” enhanced publication had been dedicated to Dr. Miyake. He added that Dr. Miyake has not
only played a significant role in the scientific work of ICCAT, but he also helped shape ICCAT since its beginning
in the early 1970s. Several delegations took the floor and lauded Dr. Miyake’s accomplishments in ICCAT, pointing
out his knowledge and expertise in all aspects of the Atlantic tuna fisheries, his high professional ethics, and honesty
and thanked him for contributing so many years to the success and prestige of this Commission. The delegations
expressed their good wishes to Dr. Miyake for a pleasant retirement. 

18.6 In his farewell intervention, Dr. Miyake thanked the delegations for their kind words and best wishes. He
highlighted briefly the many changes and advancements the Commission has undergone over the past 30 years and how
the Commission has gained in prestige and has become a model fisheries management organization. He thanked all
the delegates, past and present, for their support throughout his tenure at ICCAT. Dr. Miyake expressed a special note
of thanks to the Government of Spain and the Spanish Authorities for facilitating his and his family’s stay in Spain
since 1970. Finally, he thanked the Executive Secretaries he has worked under and the Secretariat staff for their
support and cooperation.
 

18.7 The Executive Secretary also announced that Mrs. Gloria Messeri, a staff member in the Spanish
Department, would be retiring at the end of this year. He expressed appreciation to her on behalf of the Commission
for more than 20 years of work at the ICCAT Secretariat and wished her all the best in her retirement.

19 Adoption of Report

19.1 While the Proceedings of the Opening, Second and Third Plenary Sessions were distributed during the
session for review by the delegates, it was agreed the Plenary Sessions in their entirety (i.e. including the Final
Session) would be adopted by correspondence.

20 Adjournment

20.1 The Commission Chairman, the Executive Secretary and numerous delegations expressed appreciation to
the Authorities of Morocco for hosting this year’s Commission meeting in such a pleasant venue, for the excellent
facilities and logistics provided for the meeting, and for the generous, warm hospitality extended to all the delegations.

20.2 The Chairman, on behalf of the Commission, also thanked the Secretariat staff, the interpreters, and the local
staff for their efficient work

20.3 The Chairman declared the 12th Special Meeting of the Commission adjourned on Monday, November 20,
2000.
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ANNEX A

OPENING ADDRESS BY MR. SAID CHBAATOU,
MINISTER OF MARITIME FISHING OF MOROCCO

Mr. Le Wali, President of the Region of Marrakech Tensift-Al hahouz
Mr. Chairman of ICCAT, Mr. Executive Secretary
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a pleasure for me to welcome you to Morocco and in particular to Marrakech, this prestigious city of the
interior of the Kingdom with a great Atlantic vocation, that has the privilege of having been selected by you to be the
host of this Twelfth Special Meeting of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas.

Morocco highly values this initiative, particularly since it is a demonstration of consideration towards the African
continent which, in spite of the difficulties it faces, wants to be a vector of the new ethic that advocates organized and
reasonable exploitation of the fishery resource in an international environment.

This new form of managing the marine biological patrimony, based essentially on the concepts of responsible
fishing and trade of the marine products, is the center of the fishing policies of our continent.

This is also expressed strongly and in a collective way within the framework of the Ministerial Fisheries
Conference of the African Coastal States of the Atlantic Ocean, whose Permanent Secretariat is in Morocco, which
is very proud to assume this great responsibility for the cause of African fisheries. 

This means that we have chosen decidedly to take an active part in the new obligations in favor of the
rationalization of fishery and for a improved use of the catches obtained from the sea, and in the best interest of the
community and hence, for all mankind. 

I am convinced that this same values and these same concerns are shared by all the responsible persons who
participate in this first session of the third millennium, which urges us for various reasons to find the most adequate
equilibrium among our immediate interests and the obligations to conserve the resource, based on fairer rules.

For these reasons, I want to commend the constant efforts that the Commission has made since its creation to
foment a management policy of the tunas under its mandate, based on foresight and caution, and trying to avoid
irreparable harm to the Atlantic tuna fishery.

It is more than demonstrated that at this point in time, the right to the resource is not now determined by a simple
capacity to carry out its exploitation. The new international fishing doctrine requires that the fishing activities be
sustainable and require accepting sacrifices so that the marine biological richness can contribute, over the long-term,
to food and to reducing the poverty in the developing nations.

We are pleased to observe that the Commission has responsibly integrated this logic to its line of conduct, taking
decisions and adopting diverse recommendations and resolutions destined at rebuilding and maintaining the tuna stocks
at levels of exploitation that are sustainable from a biological point of view.

It is clear that the objective of this specialized institution is to always search for reasonable methods of ecological
management of the living marine resources, in order to optimize the yields of the industrial fishery, yet at the same time
reducing the waste that is taking place in the tuna fisheries by catching immature fish and the discards at sea, both
reproachful acts, which are unanimously condemned by the international community.

In this respect, I have to point out the vanguard role of the Commission, which frequently has applied the
precautionary principle, a principle that has been established with decision by our organization, by the FAO which
has worked no-stop and successfully, since Cancun in 1992, in the implementation of a agreement aimed a the
responsible management of the marine biological resources.
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No one can deny that these mechanisms to manage the resource are ever more necessary, since scientific
consensus is complex and for the time required for their implementation, which could lead to situations of poor
functioning of the fisheries that are difficult to control.

Therefore, and taking into account the over-exploitation of the tuna resources and the signs of collapse shown by
some stock, the Commission is obliged to resort to allocation of the resources as a management method.

Notwithstanding, it is evident that this formula based on the assignment of quotas is a difficult to apply. It could
prove insufficient, even frustrating and unfair for many of the Parties, among them Morocco, that has suffered for a
long time now from an insufficient assessment of its tuna fishing capacity in the area of competence.

We observe with satisfaction that since the creation of ICCAT the number of countries that have joined has not
ceased to increase, and which currently stands at 28. This is a testimony of the credibility of the Commission and of
the adherence of its members to the noble objectives that have been assigned to ti and which I have just mentioned.

The Commission has been called to establish a new approach with respect to an ever more efficient management
of the tuna sector, in order to be able to accept the challenges of the present millennium, which begins in terms of a
just distribution of the resulting dividends of tuna fishing, in favor of the respective economies of each one of the
Parties and taking into account the biological requirements which are imposed on all of us and of the degree of
development of the member countries.

In effect, in a world marked by internationalism and globalization, we have the obligation to seek decisions that
permit developing countries to use made good use of tuna fishing, and trying to improve in the economic and social
aspects.

The legitimate initiatives undertaken by those countries that have the necessary support, of the Commission as
well as the member countries, to be able to consolidate their competence in matters of technology and innovation, to
help them develop their respective fisheries within the framework of a sustainable and profitable exploitation from
an economic point of view.

We have the conviction that ICCAT has taken note of these concerns. This implies supporting new mechanisms
capable of helping us to achieve success in the changes that are on going and to translate into deeds the equity that all
the members of our community strongly desire.

The good end of this task requires, on our part, a constant mobilization and awareness that form part of the
laudable actions of the NGOs, to safeguard the resource, and optimum use of the catches in favor of the present and
future generations.

To this end, we are convinced that ICCAT, which has become a pioneer regional organization in terms of
initiatives and sustainable management measures of the tuna resources, will efficiently and strengthen it role in this
area, in order to contribute to the universal and effective application of the agreements and instruments implemented
with a view to render morality to fishing on a world level.

Only by accepting this compromise will it be possible to conserve and reinforce the credibility, legitimacy and
audience which the international scope has today.

In this perspective, Morocco declares, is customary, solidarity with all the initiatives that respond to the concerns
of the member countries of our organization and which assure the compliance of its desire to reach a coherent and
optimum agreement of its fisheries, which for some of us are authentic levers of a constant economic growth.

Our country has initiated this route, by voluntarily implementing a strategy and a plan of action inspired by the
new international framework of the fisheries and based on the concepts of sustainable development and responsible
fishing.
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This new dynamics includes the restructuring of the of national legislation, taking into account the guiding
principles in matters of management and the optimum use of the resources as well as the conservation of the marine
eco-systems.

This juridic device is supported by the reinforcement of the control measures at sea, by means of the creation of
a satellite monitoring system combined with a coastal radar network, aimed at fighting against illegal and unregulated
and unreported fishing.

In addition, Morocco has created a national identification file on the fishing fleet to carry out continuous
monitoring of its activities and movements in order to, in the case of biological imperative, determine the necessary
options to re-structure it and get it going again.

Within the framework of the new fishery vision, the important task that concerns us today is to remain vigilant of
the constant dangers that threaten the future of our oceans and seas, within a concerted management strategy that
guarantees the duration of the stocks, the viability of the fisheries and the socio-economic well-being of the
communities that depend on them.

Morocco is ready, as are the other members of the Commission, to guarantee the success of our work during this
session, in order to obtain results that are satisfactory to all.

We continue to be convinced that the essential condition for the success of our common work resides in the
willingness of the member countries to take into account the state of the tuna stocks, to be flexible and to satisfy the
interests and rights of each one of the Parties and, at the same time, to guarantee the future, which pertains to future
generations.

I am convinced that this special meeting of ICCAT will provide the opportunity for interesting discussions that
generate syngeries capable of fulfilling the aspirations of all of us to defend the tuna fisheries from  problems and
situations that are difficult to control.

In the meetings of the Panels, the Commission will go in depth in its discussions and in the agreements on the
matters that are included in the Agenda, in order to evaluate our actions and to calmly reach the objectives that we
have established.

In finalizing, my most sincere expression of thanks to all those who made this important encounter possible,
particularly the Executive Secretary of ICCAT, and the authorities of the Wilaya of Marrakech, who have not spared
any efforts to facilitate everything necessary for the success of this meeting.

Many thanks for your attention and I wish you all a pleasant stay in Morocco and in Marrakech.

ANNEX B

OPENING ADDRESS BY JOSÉ RAMÓN BARAÑANO
COMMISSION CHAIRMAN

First of all, I want to extend to all of you a most cordial welcome and wish you a pleasant stay in Marrakech.

It is pleasant to be among the numerous familiar participants. In the majority of the cases we see each other only
one or two times of year, or even less, but the intensity of our discussions and the close contacts throughout these days
make us all seem a bit like “alumni” of the same school or university.

In spite of a saturated work agenda that the Executive Secretary has proposed for us, I hope we have time to enjoy
the many possibilities that this marvelous and mythical city offers us.

In the name of ICCAT, I would like to thank sincerely the Moroccan Government for its kind invitation to host
this meeting of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas.

I would also like to extend a special note of thanks for the presence of the Moroccan authorities which contributes
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to the prestige of this meeting of our Commission and which, without a doubt, will facilitate our stay in every way
possible, as invited guests of this fantastic city.

I do not want to forget, within the chapter of acknowledgments, the ICCAT Secretariat, which, with few resources,
have made an important effort to prepare this meeting.

Nor can I forget Mr. Driss Meski, who without a doubt, is one of the persons who has made the most effort
towards the preparation and success of this meeting.

It is a great satisfaction and an honor for me to preside over this meeting of the Commission in which highly
matters of extreme importance for the future of our organization will be discussed.

Through its almost 30 years of existence, ICCAT has matured, has become stronger, and is now a clear point of
reference for other regional fishery organizations in the conservation and management of fishing stocks.

ICCAT now has 28 Contracting Parties and numerous cooperating parties and its work is closely followed by
many non-governmental organizations and communications media.

Besides the Contracting Parties, there are participants at this meeting from many non-contracting parties, entities
and fishing entities, as well as regional fishery organizations and non-governmental organizations.

The catches of the species under ICCAT mandate amount to about 600,000 MT, of which 95% correspond to
various tuna species.

The economic importance of these catches explains the difficulties which the Commission faces to agree on
conservation and management measures. Notwithstanding, if we hope to maintain these catches and the activities of
our fishing sector, it is fundamental that our work culminate in the adoption of measures accepted by all.

ICCAT has made notable progress in recent years and we should congratulate ourselves for this, with the adoption
of various recommendations for the conservation and management of the species and with the adoption of measures
to promote compliance by all the fleets that participate in the fisheries.

However, the presence of new acts, the development of new technologies and the development of the law of  the
sea, make it necessary to undertake the study of new measures.

Of the numerous items included on our agenda, I would like to point out a few that I believe will be given special
attention during this week:

S Practically all the species regulated by ICCAT are fully exploited or over-exploited. It is essential to our
compromise to rebuild the stocks be firmly continued.

S While it is true that we have made progress, each and every parties has to insist on augmenting  efforts
towards compliance measures.

S Also, I would like to highlight the need to advance and set clear directives for the discussions on the criteria
to assign quotas.

S I would point out the importance of compliance by the Contracting Parties if we want to apply effective
measures to the grave problem that is undermining the effectiveness of ICCAT. As you all know, I am
referring to illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing.

S This activity, is not only a fundamental element in the state of over-fishing of some regulated species, it  also
contributes to the decline in market prices, thereby endangering the economic well being of our fishing sector.

I would like to finalize by wishing you all a pleasant stay and success in your work, and also by expressing
again our appreciation to the Moroccan authorities for their invitation and support.
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ANNEX 1

2000 COMMISSION AGENDA

  1 Opening of the meeting
  2 Adoption of Agenda and arrangements
  3 Introduction of Contracting Party Delegations
  4 Introduction and admission of Observers
  5 Review of procedures for Commission Meetings
  6 Report of the Meeting of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)
  7 Review of the Report of the 2nd Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Allocation Criteria 
  8 Status of the ratification/acceptance of the Protocol of amendment to the Convention adopted in Madrid in

1992
  9 ICCAT responsibilities in relation to international fishery agreements
10 Relations with other fora
11 Review of the Precautionary Approach
12 Review of the Report of the Meeting of the Compliance Committee and consideration of any proposed

recommendations therein 
13 Review of the Reports of the Meetings of Panels 1 to 4 and consideration of regulatory measures proposed
14 Review of the Report of the Permanent Working for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation

Measures (PWG) and consideration of regulatory measures proposed
15 Review of the Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD) - Revised 2001

Commission Budget and Contracting Party Contributions
16 Date and place of the next meeting of the Commission
17 Election of Commission Chairman
18 Other matters
19 Adoption of Report
20 Adjournment
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ANNEX 2

LIST OF COMMISSION PARTICIPANTS

CONTRACTING PARTIES

ANGOLA
N'Dombele*, Dielobaka
Directeur des Relations Internationales, Ministère des Pêches et de l'Environnement, Avenida .4 de Fevereiro 26, C.Postal
83 - Luanda
Tel: +244 2 39 0155; Fax: +244 2 31 0560; E-mail:

Talanga, Miguel
Ministério das Pescas e Ambiente, Avenida 4 de Fevereiro 26, Luanda
Tel: +244 2 31 1420; Fax: +244 2 31 0560; E-mail:

BRAZIL
Da Rocha Vianna*, Hadil
Ministerio das Relaçoes Exteriores, DMAE-MRE, Anexo 1 - Sala 736, Brasilia D.F. CEP 70 170 900
Tel: +55-61 411 6730, Fax: +55-61 411 6906, E-mail:  hadil@mre.gov.br

Calzavara de Araujo
Gabriel, Ministerio de Agricultura e Abstecimento, Espl. dos Ministerios, Bloco D S/950, Brasilia DF CEP 70 043 900
Tel: +55-61 215 5001; Fax: +55-61 224 5049; E-mail:  calzavara@tba.com.br

Datoguia, Sérgio Coutinho
SCN-Quadra 02 - Lote D - Torre A-Sala 525, Liberty Mall, Brasilia -D.F., Tel: +55 13 32 61 5380, Fax: +55 133227 5898,
E-mail:  hafish@nutecnet.com.br

De Oliveira, Geovanio M.
Ministerio de Agricultura e Abstecimento, Esplanada dos Ministerios, Bloco "D" S/955, Brasilia D.F. CEP 70 043 900
Tel: +55 61 218 2880, Fax: +55 61 224 5049, E-mail:  geovanio@agricultura.gov.br

Doki, Nobumitsu
CONEPE, Praça Almirante Gao Countinho, 28-Sala 26, Ponta da  Praia, Santos-SP Tel: +55 13 261 1821, Fax: +55 13 261
4667, E-mail:  koden@fraotal.com.br

Haga, Brynvulv
CONEPE, Rua Presidente Wilson 164/12ª andar, Centro-Rio de Janeiro
Tel: +55 21 532 5473, Fax: +55 21 532 0532, E-mail:  bhaga@vialink.com.br

Meneses de Lima, Jose H.
Centro de Pesquisas e Extensäo, Pesqueira do Nordeste-CEPENE/IBAMA, Rua Dr. Samuel Hardman s/n, 555 78000 -
Tamandare - PE
Tel: +55 813 676 1166, Fax: +55 813 676 1310, E-mail:  meneses@ibama.gov.br

Muñoz Echevarria, Heriberto
Rua Monsenhor Walfredo Leal 104, Centro-Cabedelo, PB, 58310-000 Brasilia
Tel: +55 83 228 2600, Fax: +55 83 228 4183, E-mail:  tunamar@elogica.com.br

Perciavalle, Giacomo V.
Av. Dr. Nereu Ramos 343, Itajai, SC
Tel: +55 47 346 1159, Fax: +55 47 346 1159, E-mail:  vip@melim.com.br
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Travassos, Paulo
Departamento de Pesca/ UFRPE, Av.dom Manoel de Medeiros, s/n, 52 171-900 Dois Irmaos- Recife - PE
Tel: +55 813 302 1525, Fax: +55 813 441 7276, E-mail:  paulo.travassos@uol.com.br

Vieira Hazin, Fabio H.
Ministerio da Agricultura, Dpto. de Pesca e Aquicultura, Rua Desenbargador Célio De Castro Montenegro, 32, Monteiro-
Recife - PE 52070-008
Tel: +55 813 302 1511, Fax: +55 813 441 7276, E-mail:  fhvhazin@elogica.com.br

CANADA
Chamut*, Patrick
Assistant Deputy Minister, Fisheries Management - Dept. of Fisheries & Oceans, 200 Kent St. - Station 1504, Ottawa,
Ontario K1A 0E6
Tel: +1 613 990 9864 , Fax: +1 613 990 9557, E-mail:  chamutp@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Aldous, Don
41 Armitage Road, Newport, Hants Co., Nova Scotia B0N 2A0
Tel: +902 757 3915, Fax: +902 757 3979, E-mail:  daldous@fox.nstn.ca

Allen, Christopher J.
Resource Management-Atlantic, Dept. of Fisheries & Oceans, 200 Kent St., Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E6
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ANNEX 3 
 
 

LIST OF COMMISSION DOCUMENTS 
 

COM/00/1 Tentative Commission Agenda  
 
COM/00/2 Tentative Agenda of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD) /  
 
COM/00/3 Tentative Agenda for Panels 1-4  
 
COM/00/4 Tentative Agenda of the Compliance Committee  
 
COM/00/5 Tentative Agenda of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and 

Conservation Measures (PWG)  
 
COM/00/6 2000 Administrative Report  
 
COM/00/7 2000 Financial Report  
 
COM/00/8 Revised 2001 Budget  
 
COM/00/9 Report on Statistics and Coordination of Research in 2000  - ICCAT Secretariat 
 
COM/00/10 Compendium of Management Recommendations and Related Resolutions Adopted by ICCAT for the 

Conservation of Atlantic Tunas and Tuna-like Species  - ICCAT Secretariat 
 
COM/00/10bis Historical Table - ICCAT Secretariat 
 
COM/00/11 Report of ICCAT Assistant Executive Secretary's visit to the People's Republic of China (March 16 to 23, 

2000) - P. M. Miyake 
 
COM/00/12 Expert Consultation on Implications of the Precautionary Approach for Tuna Biological and Technological 

Research (Phuket, Thailand, 7 to 15 March 2000) - V. R. Restrepo and P.M. Miyake 
 
COM/00/13 ICCAT Relationship with the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) - P. M. Miyake 
 
COM/00/14 Report on the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) Scientific Committee (SC) and Commission Meeting 

(Kyoto, Japan, 7 to 16 December 1999) - P. M. Miyake 
 
COM/00/15 Unreported Catches of Atlantic Bluefin (Preliminary Report) - ICCAT Secretariat 
 
COM/00/16 Report on the BETYP (Bigeye Year Program) Activities from October 1999 up to September 2000 - G. 

Fisch 
 
COM/00/17 A Partnership with ASFA for Maintaining the ICCAT Bibliographic Database - V. R. Restrepo 
 
COM/00/18 Strategy Towards the ICCAT Relational Database Management System (ICCAT-RDB) - C. A. M. Palma  
 
COM/00/19 Report of the 2nd Meeting of the ICCAT Ad Hoc Working Group on Allocation Criteria (Madrid, Spain, 6 

to 8 April 2000) 
 
COM/00/20 Compendium of Responses to Special Letters Sent by ICCAT - ICCAT Secretariat 
 
COM/00/21 Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document (BTSD): Summary of Information Available on Validation Procedures - 

ICCAT Secretariat 
 
COM/00/22 Report on the Technical Consultation on the Suitability of the CITES Criteria for Listing Commercially-

exploited Aquatic Species (Rome, Italy, 28 to 30 June 2000) 
 
COM/00/23 Procedures for ICCAT Commission Meetings 
 
COM/00/24 Register of Tuna Fishing Vessels - ICCAT Secretariat 
 
COM/00/25 ICCAT Staff Rules and Regulations: Inclusion of 1999 Commission Decisions - ICCAT Secretariat 
 
COM/00/26 International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing - P. 

M. Miyake 







































COMMISSION MEETING PROCEDURE

79

ANNEX 5 

REVISED PROCEDURE FOR COMMISSION MEETINGS

1 Rapporteurs and Chairmen of Panels and Committees will be required to produce draft reports within 24 hours
following the end of each session.

2 Annual meetings should be organized in such a way that Parties have at least 24 hours between the final meeting
of the panels and the final session of the Commission to examine in detail the draft proposals for recommendations
and/or resolutions, so as to allow all parties to look carefully at the text and ensure their quality.

3 The numbering system for adopted recommendations and resolutions introduced by the Secretariat in 1999 should
be formally adopted and continued.

4 In order to allow that the most important documents (draft recommendations and resolutions) be readily available
in the three working languages, top priority should be given to these translations. Other types of documents, whose
translation is very time consuming, should be as brief as possible. The length of the reports should be kept to a
minimum, suppressing individual interventions and reporting only the essence of the discussions and conclusions
reached. Delegations may submit statements for publication and a limitation on length of statements should be
introduced.

5 In order to make better use of the meeting time available, proposals to be circulated on substantial matters, which
require consultation with legal, technical or trade experts, should, where possible, be presented and circulated
to all delegations 30 days in advance of the annual meeting, in order to allow sufficient time for delegations to
adequately prepare their position. This would not apply to those proposals which cannot be drafted until the final
SCRS report becomes available.

6 As a result of the application of the inter-annual quota flexibility, the Compliance Committee should prepare every
year a list of quota overages and underages so that the quantities to be deducted or added to each Party’s quotas
the following year are clearly and unequivocally laid down in ICCAT reports (all delegations are required to
provide the Secretariat with national compliance tables in advance).

7 Timely submission of full information is required in advance of the Commission meetings. The deadlines for
submission (which may be revised by the Commission where appropriate) of the following information must be
respected by Contracting Parties:

S Statistical data for the SCRS
S Reporting forms for the Compliance Committee
S List of tuna fishing vessels according to current regulations (albacore and bigeye)
S Catch and canning statistics in applicable years. 
S National Reports 

8 More time should be allowed to elapse between the SCRS Plenary Session and the Commission meeting, insofar
as this does not hinder the work of the SCRS. A minimum of five weeks should be allowed to elapse when
possible. 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































